KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 30th April 2009 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr M Coombs,  Cllr C Jardine, Cllr J Wright.
            And D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

5th MARCH 2009







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2009 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

A complaint was received about the disturbance caused by low flying aircraft over the weekend of 25th & 26th April.  The clerk reported that he had mentioned this at the Parish Council meeting on 16th April. The event was a Royal Aero Club air race from North Weald Airfield to celebrate 100 years of Air Racing and 100 years since Louis Bleriot crossed the English Channel.  It was suggested that posters could have been displayed to give warning of this.  The clerk was asked to write to the club and authorities to complain about the disturbance.
It was also reported that the clearance of the gully outside Manitoba in School Road had not fully resolved the problem of water accumulating there.  The clerk was asked to write to BBC to point this out.

The meeting resumed at 8.30 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a)
School Road.  The clerk reported that responses had been received from BBC on all outstanding highways issues and this had given an idea of the level of priority given to them.  Members were not happy with their response about the pedestrian barrier outside the school and the clerk was asked to write to BBC to ask them to carry out remedial work to secure the existing barrier and make safe. 
b)  Play Area – update. The clerk advised that J & S Garden Services had undertaken exploratory work to determine how much work would be required to extend the bark pit around the cable runway.  It was reported this had revealed a much bigger job than originally thought.  The cost was estimated to be over £1,000.  As this was identified as low risk and has never been mentioned on previous inspections it was decided by members not to go ahead with the work at this stage.
The clerk confirmed that a specialist Play Equipment company had been asked to go ahead with adjustments to the cable runway, repair of mat surfacing and work on the balance trail.

c) Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that the bollard outside the Nisa Stores (in Great Fox Meadow) which has been knocked over 3 times will probably be replaced by a more substantial “bell” type bollard in the near future.
d) Swan Pond. Cllr. Y Maguire advised that she had been in contact with Mark Illesley’s secretary from Essex Biodiversity. A grant application for £4,300 will be made in June to the Communities Initiative Fund to cover the cost of the work.  It is planned to carry out the work in October.

e)  Sewerage Work in Swan Lane.  The clerk reported that he had just received a telephone call from Thames Water to advise that the reinstatement work was complete.  They were enquiring whether we were happy with the work before closing the case.  Members advised that they were satisfied with the work although there were still some rough parts on the tarmac on the pavement in Eagle Lane.  The clerk was asked to mention this when replying to Thames Water.
f) Collapsible Post in Swan Lane.  Because of the work being carried out on the sewerage main it had still not been possible to carry out the repainting of the post. 
g)  Speeding in Blackmore Road.  The clerk advised that he had requested a speed survey in Blackmore Road but this had to be referred to the Highways Panel for approval as there was a cost implication.
h)  Outstanding Highways Items    The clerk advised that he had received a response from BBC about all outstanding highways items.  Members considered these and in addition to the response about the barrier outside the school, the clerk was asked to request that the trench in Glovers Field be given higher priority and that the overhanging bushes in Kelvedon Green be dealt with urgently as these had grown since first reported several months ago.

7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

A number of matters were raised including a request for the clerk to deliver a letter to residents of 2 -12 Swan Lane regarding the bushes overhanging the Swan Lane footpath.  


The clerk was also requested to bring to the attention of the new proprietors of the Dog & Partridge PH that advertising A-boards and banners on the Swan Pond green were not permitted.  It was also suggested that they be reminded about overhanging bushes in the footpath between Swan Lane and Glovers Field.
8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

      Comment was made about the nettles growing on the verge in Blackmore Road 
      (opposite Bush Motors) where the daffodils had been growing.  The verge now 
      needs cutting back and the clerk was asked to enquire when this might happen.
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

     The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd 

     July 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, 


     
     Kelvedon Hatch.
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