KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Tuesday, 16th January 2007.

1. PRESENT

Cllr. B. Hall (Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. V. Davies, 

Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. C. Jardine,  

            E. Higgins, Parish Clerk. 


There were no members of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. B. Ewens, Cllr. J. Wright.

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.
4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 8TH NOVEMBER 2006

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2006 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

No members of the public were present at the meeting.

6. THE FUTURE OF EAGLE FIELD AS A VILLAGE ASSET

It was resolved to form a working party to consider this matter and Cllrs. Brown, Davies and Jardine put their names forward. This matter will be raised at the full PC meeting to see whether any further volunteers are interested. It was agreed that we will approach the Chair of the Parish Plan Steering Group to see whether he or a nominated Deputy would be prepared to join the working party. It was also agreed that we will approach PCSO Moira Kennedy and Fred Allen, both of whom, it was considered, would be able to make a valuable contribution.

7. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) Bushes at Crown Corner – It was resolved to leave the existing surviving plants in their existing positions

b) Trees at the Keatings – Cllr. C. Brown had received a letter dated 5th October 2006 from BBC indicating that the tree work could be carried out ‘in the new year’. There is currently no sign that tree work is planned and the clerk will take this matter up again with BBC.

c) Parking on verges at Swan Walk – No further news and Clerk will take the matter up with BBC again.

d) Village Sign – The sign is scheduled to be delivered to the BBC depot at Warley on Thursday, 18th January and will be installed as soon as practical thereafter.

e) Chandlers Walk barrier – PCSO Moira Kennedy has advised the Clerk that the Crime Reduction Officer is awaiting a response from BBC to her report. Cllr. C. Brown will try to ascertain what is happening with ECC Highways.

f) Closure of byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – Only four members of the public replied to our consultation document, all in favour of closing the lane to vehicular traffic. Of the eight outside bodies consulted, four responded and one would oppose our proposals. The others would neither support nor oppose us. Quad bikers and motor cyclists are known to have accessed Poor’s Field from the By-way and it was resolved that the Clerk should write to the Trustees again asking for their support.

g) Noxious agricultural smells in the village – The Clerk reported that he had had a telephone discussion with an employee of the Environmental Agency re this problem and is anticipating a written reply to our letter shortly.

h) Additional shrubs at Swan Walk – It was resolved to put in a third shrub bed at Swan Walk although this work will have to take place in the spring. At the same time the existing shrubs will be moved further apart and a fourth shrub included in each bed. A resident has suggested that at Christmas time a lighted tree should be put up on the green for the enjoyment of residents. Whilst in principal it was agreed that this was a good idea the clerk will need first to investigate how power can be supplied to the site.

i) Eagle Field – It was resolved to ask our contractor to trim up the hedge along the Ongar Road boundary to the site, on the road side.

j) Bridleway 1 – The problem of motorcyclists criss-crossing this bridleway was referred to BBC who indicated that it is legal as long as the landowner has agreed. It was resolved that the Clerk should now take this matter up with ECC in line with the recommendation of BBC.  

8.  UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

A number of matters were raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand. In particular the area around the gate leading from the football pitch to the play area is very bad and needs urgent attention.

9. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a) Two areas where vehicles are being parked, obstructing the footpath were reported. The Clerk will report these to PCSO Moira Kennedy, asking her to have a word with the offenders.

b) The drain from Swan Lane to the pond has still not been unblocked.

c) There is an office for let in Swan Lane, which could make an ideal location for a Parish Room. 

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

20th March 2007.
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