KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 3rd January 2008 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr C Brown, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr S Saunders.   

            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. J Wright
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 22nd NOVEMBER 2007

The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2007 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

The Meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) The future of Eagle Field as a Village Asset.  Cllr Jardine will be attempting to contact Lord Rodney again this month, to enquire whether there is any prospect of securing a longer term licence.

Members also raised the matter of the damage to the fence and hedge 
caused by a vehicle during a road traffic accident during the summer. 
The clerk was asked pursue this to see if it was possible to claim off 
the driver for reinstatement.


Cllr Saunders advised the meeting that he had examined the Licence 
agreement and in the event of occupancy, the PC would be liable for 
costs involved to remove the occupants and reinstate the field. The 
clerk was asked to make enquiries to see if our insurance cover could 
be extended to cover these costs.

Cllr Saunders also queried whether permission had been granted to 
erect the fence around the picnic area.  The clerk was asked to look for 
correspondence between the PC and Lord Rodney around 4 or 5 years 
ago regarding this.

b) Trees at the Keatings – The clerk reported that he had still not heard anything from BBC.
c) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The clerk reported that he had still not heard anything from BBC about ownership of Kelvedon Green. 
d) Manitoba, School Road – The Certificate of Lawfulness has been examined and there are now doubts about the whether it applies to the operation now being carried out from the site. Cllr Saunders agreed to investigate this.


The clerk reported that he had still not heard anything from BBC about 
when the ruts on the verges might be filled in with “scalpings”.

e) Play Area – The clerk reported that he was still trying to arrange an on- site meeting with BBC to discuss adjustments to the aerial runway and replacement of a cracked seat on the Hex swings. 
f) Footpath in Church Road.  The clerk advised that he had written to Mr Parrish the owner of the land adjoining Church Road to enquire whether he might be prepared to consider a proposal for a footpath on the Post Office side of the road.  Nothing had yet been heard.

g) Pedestrian Crossing in Ongar Road (at junction with School Road).  The clerk advised that he will be writing to BBC to request an assessment to be carried out.

h) Parking outside Seniors Bungalows in Blackmore Road.  The difficulties of visitors to the residents of the senior’s bungalows and school buses parking was again discussed but a solution to the problem is not obvious. The clerk will seek advice from BBC.

i) Dogs not on leads in recreational areas.  The clerk reported that he had been able to locate manufacturers of signs that asked owners  to “Keep Dogs on Leads”.  He was asked to go ahead and purchase 5 of these for the entrances to Eagle Field and 2 for the Swan Pond area. 
7. UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  
Reports were received from members.  A number of matters were raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand.

8. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
i) Concern was expressed about the number of items that had been outstanding for some time where information was required from BBC.  The chair of the PC asked the clerk to prepare a list of these with a view to paying BBC a visit to resolve these matters.
ii)
The question of whether the PC should continue to supply free black sacks to 
residents was raised.  It was felt by some members that since the introduction 
of the orange sacks for recycling there was no longer the same need.  It was 
agreed to refer this to the full PC meeting for discussion as it will have an 
effect on the 2008/09 budget requirements.

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 6th March 2008 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road. 
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Session at the Environmental Committee Meeting on 3rd January 2008.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. It was reported that there are many branches from bushes or trees hanging out over footpaths around the village and it was suggested that someone should be advising property owners or farmers of their duty to trim these back.
2. It was reported that there had been an outbreak/or increase of vandalism in the village and among several incidents that the police were aware of, the CCTV cameras at the Village Hall (including the one that covered the children’s Play Area) had had some of  the leads cut shortly before Christmas.  The police were investigating this and arrangements were in hand to have repairs made as soon as possible.
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