KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 8th January 2009 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C Jardine.
            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There were two members of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr J Wright
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

5th NOVEMBER 2008







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2008 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

Issues raised were noted. The meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a)
School Road.  The clerk reported that the pothole at the junction with Mill Lane had been filled in but other issues relating to the re-painting of white lines following resurfacing, installation of a road narrows sign and the drainage outside Manitoba had all been reported to BBC and were still outstanding. 

b)  Play Area – update. The clerk advised that the top up with wood chips was now complete and the area looked much better.  

The Village Hall Trustees had now given permission to proceed with the drainage work around the Mobilus equipment, but it was now thought that the weather would prevent the work being carried out until the Spring.

The clerk also reported that he was in contact with BBC about the annual RoSPA inspection.
c) Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that the bollard outside the Nisa Stores (in Great Fox Meadow) had been replaced but knocked over again within a matter of weeks.  This time, the bollard has been broken off at the base and it will need replacing again.  BBC have been informed.
d) Swan Pond. Cllr. Y Maguire advised that there was nothing new to report and that Mark Illesley from Essex Biodiversity will be obtaining a grant application form to cover the cost of the work.  When the work is carried out in September/October we will have to find a way of disposing of the silt.  It was suggested that one of the local farmers might be interested in taking this away for us.  It was also suggested that this might be mentioned in the Parish Pump article in the Village News.
e) Collapsible Post in Swan Lane.  The clerk reported that this post needed repainting and that comments had been made in the past about it being painted black and very difficult to see in the dark.  After discussion it was agreed that the post should be repainted black with a white top to it. 
f)   Bulb Planting 2008/09 and 2009/10. The clerk reported that he had been approached by a resident regarding this year’s bulb planting. The clerk admitted that he was unaware of a long standing commitment to plant an extra £50 worth of daffodil bulbs each year and as a consequence no extra bulbs had been planted in 2008/09.  The clerk enquired whether double the amount should be planted in 2009/10 to compensate.  After discussion it was agreed to wait until this year’s bulbs had emerged before deciding what further planting is required in 2009/10.
g)   Speeding in Blackmore Road.  The clerk had received a complaint about cars speeding in the Blackmore Road.  Cllr C Jardine confirmed that the area was regularly monitored by the Community Speedwatch team and that some car registration numbers had been passed on to the police.  Cllr C Jardine could also remember some time ago there was talk of installing a mini VAS sign in the Blackmore Road.  The clerk was asked to make further enquiries to find out what happened to this proposal.

h)  Affordable Housing Survey.  The clerk advised that the RCCE survey form and a covering letter will be delivered with the February edition of the Village news.  Completed survey forms will go direct to RCCE.

7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

     A number of matters were raised and the clerk will put any necessary work in 

     hand.
8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

     Cllr Y Maguire reported on a number of issues raised at the Citizen’s Panel 

     meeting she had attended earlier in the week.  Most of these items related to      
     plans and work to be undertaken in Brentwood.

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

     The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 5th 

     March 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, 


     Kelvedon Hatch.
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
Informal notes taken at the Public Session of the Environmental Committee Meeting on 8th January 2009
1. Concern was again expressed about School Road. Issues relating to re-painting white lines, installing a road narrows sign and drainage problems outside Manitoba have already been raised with Brentwood Borough Council.  The member of the public had written to Brentwood Borough Council about this and had received a response. Copies of both letters were passed to the clerk.
PAGE  
2

