KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 7th January 2010 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Jardine and Cllr D Loten and D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There were two members of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr C James and Cllr J Wright. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
12th NOVEMBER 2009







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2009 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

A comment was made that with the recent bad spell of snow and freezing temperatures the surface of the road outside Manitoba in School Road appears to have cracked up where the surface water has frozen.  This will probably have to be resurfaced when the weather improves.  It was also pointed out that the drainage measures put in on the Manitoba side of the road seem to have caused drainage problems on the other side of the road. 

The meeting resumed at 8.10 pm.

6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) 
School Road.  It was reported that the white lining for the small remaining stretch of the road at the bend had been completed.  No further news had been received regarding the road narrows sign despite reminders to BBC.

It was also reported that a reply had been received regarding the request for a weight limit on vehicles using the road to be introduced.  Mike Rose, the Highways Manager at BBC had replied that he had consulted with the Police. The Police had indicated that they would be unable to support any proposal for HGV restrictions in this area and it would be impossible to enforce any restrictions.  In any case, any restrictions would contain an exemption for access and loading/unloading.  The clerk was asked to contact Mike Rose again to re-emphasise the point that Rhino Plant Hire had moved away and that we were concerned with the volume of through HGV traffic, not HGV traffic that need to use it for access or loading/unloading. 
b) 
Play Area.  The clerk reported that damage had been caused by vandals to the Play Area double gate.  The gate had been removed but subsequently found in a nearby ditch. New bolts will have to be purchased to re-hang the gate.  The combination padlock on the gates has also been broken and it was subsequently found out that a further 4 padlocks on parish council property are also missing. These incidents have been reported to the police and their advice has been sought on how to overcome this problem.

Quotes have now been received for repair of the lifting rubber tiles around the Roundabout.  One quote for the lifting and resetting of all the existing tiles is for £736 + VAT, the other quote for lifting the tiles, disposing of them and replacing with wet pour granules is £785 + VAT.  Members seemed to favour the idea of replacing the tiles with wet pour as this seems to be a longer term solution, but asked the clerk to make further enquiries about the company from other councils who may have used them before a decision is made.
The clerk informed members that he had written to BBC on 14 December 2009 and sent a reminder on 6 January 2010 about the Annual Play Area Inspection.  In his opinion the report was overdue and suspected that BBC may have omitted our Play Area from their schedule of inspections to be carried out, as they did last year.

c)
Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that he had again reminded Roger Hulse, BBC Highways, about the replacement of the broken or missing bollards with rubber ones that would withstand the impact of a collision with a vehicle.  No response had yet been obtained.
d)
Swan Pond.  The clerk reported that following his letter on 29 October 2009 to BBC regarding their ownership of the pond and for their proposals to restore and maintain the pond, he had sent a reminder on 3 December 2009. On 8 December 2009 an email reply had been received stating that our enquiry had been referred to John Whelpdale, Acting Head of Sustainable Communities & Public Places.  As no reply had been received the clerk had asked Cllr Keith Parker to take the matter up with John Whelpdale at BBC.  It is expected that Cllr Keith Parker will be able to update members at the full Parish Council meeting on 8 January 2010.
e)
Swan Lane bollards.  Nothing further to report.
f) To consider new litter picking routes.  Following the recent budget setting exercise and re-examination of what the parish council does in relation to litter picking, Kim Saunders had submitted proposals for revised litter picking routes for consideration.  Before a decision is made on changing our current setup, the clerk was asked to obtain the following information: 
i) What level of litter picking is BBC committed to in parished areas (and if possible, what level of litter picking is BBC committed to in non-parished areas).

ii) Would Ken Roast be prepared to litter pick Swan Pond on a weekly basis. (He currently does this fortnightly but it is thought that more frequently might be required.)
iii) Can a fixed rate rather than an hourly rate be established for each of the existing routes and overall.

iv) In Kim Saunder’s proposals it shows proposed litter picking down School Road     beyond Manitoba to the junction with Blackmore Road and back up the Blackmore Road to Brizes Corner.  Members would not wish litter picking to be carried out beyond Manitoba in School Road and no further down Blackmore Road (towards Blackmore) than the 30mph speed limit signs.  The clerk was asked to ensure that this was not being done currently. 
      7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Members reported items arising from inspection of their designated areas.
      8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
It was reported that in the field off Blackmore Road, near Brizes Corner a row of trees/bushes/hedging had been put up, dividing the field.  There was concern that this might indicate some proposed development.
It was reported that the Rights of Way officer had been in contact with our P3 representative regarding a possible approach to a local landowner about re-routing BR1 Bridleway.
It was requested that the subject of a speed survey in Blackmore Road be put on the next agenda as nothing had been heard about this since it was supposed to have been referred to the Highways Panel in April 2009.

     9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 4th March 
2010 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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