KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 19th July 2007 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr. C Jardine, Cllr. Y Maguire, Cllr. C Brown, Cllr B Ewens  

            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. J Wright and Cllr C James both hoped to attend later.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON & VICE CHAIRPERSON

It was agreed to leave the election of Chair and Vice Chair until later in the meeting. Cllr. Y Maguire was asked to act as Chair until the Chair was formally elected.

Cllr. J Wright joined the meeting at 8.05pm
5. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 20th MARCH 2007

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2007 were agreed and signed by the acting Chair.

6. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.07pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

There were no questions so the meeting resumed at 8.07pm.
7. THE FUTURE OF EAGLE FIELD AS A VILLAGE ASSET

The report of the working party set up to look at this has been circulated to members. The working party have made many suggestions for possible use of Eagle Field. As the field is leased from Lord Rodney on an annual basis it was felt that the Parish Council needs to secure a longer term lease before committing to plans and expenditure. Cllr. C Jardine has been trying to contact Lord Rodney without success.

8. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) Trees at the Keatings – There has been no progress on this matter since Oct 2006 when BBC reported that funds to remove the trees were not yet available. The clerk will contact BBC to ascertain the latest position.
b) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The clerk reported that consultation has taken place and objections to obtaining a Traffic Restriction Order had been received from the Trail Riders Fellowship. Ownership of the lane needs to be established if a TRO is to succeed without the risk of compensation. Although most avenues to establish ownership have been taken, the clerk was asked to write to Countryside (the developers of Kelvedon Green in the 1970s) to see if they had any information.
c) Additional shrubs at Swan Walk – Our contractor has in hand planting two larger shrubs in each bed and spacing the existing shrubs further apart.  It was decided that a third bed, in addition to the extra shrubs, might have a detrimental effect on the immediate area surrounding the pond. This will not therefore go ahead at this time.
d) Bridleway 1 – There have been no further complaints about scramble bikes crossing this bridleway.
e) Native flora seeds have been purchased but as reported at the full Parish Council meeting in April the weather at that time had been too dry to sow them.  Our contractor will now be asked to schedule this work for the autumn.

f) Planting of additional daffodils   It was suggested that daffodils should be planted on the side of the Ongar Road between Brizes Corner and the Eagle PH to complement the daffodils already planted on the other side of the road.  The clerk was asked to write to BBC to seek their approval. 
It was also agreed that additional daffodils should be planted along the Blackmore Road (opposite the petrol station) to extend the area already planted to the other end of Glovers Field.

g) It was suggested that an additional Planter should be sited at the Post Office on the corner of Church Road.  The clerk will discuss this possibility with our contractor.
h) Swan Pond – Cllr. Wright reported that she is consulting with the biodiversity expert whose advice was to leave the pond alone for 2 years but to review the situation after a year, which is about due.

i) Manitoba, School Road – Cllr Wright is still looking at the Certificate of Lawfulness which has been obtained from BBC.  It was reported that the verge is still being worn away by the large lorries and that mud is being spread across the road in the recent wet weather. BBC have still not filled in the verges as they indicated they would.  The clerk was asked to pursue this and to enquire about providing “lorries turning” and “slippery road” signs.

j) Play Area – One of our contractors will be installing the new litter bins within the next week, removing the stump which is the only remaining evidence of the old rustic bench. Our other contractor has been asked to urgently repair the tiles at the roundabout and swings, but the recent wet weather has prevented this from being carried out.  He has also been asked to provide an estimate for the other work highlighted in the RoSPA report.

k) The Coppice – It was agreed that enquiries should be made to establish the owner of these woods as some of the trees appear dangerous.
9.  UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

A number of matters were raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand. 

10. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a) It was reported that Estuary Housing Association had recently cut 
the grass behind the bus stop in Blackmore Road (adjacent to Swan 
Walk) and had indicated to residents that they intended to pave the area 
as it was not economical for them to cut the grass on such a small area. 
Reaction from residents and members was against this and the clerk 
agreed to talk to Estuary and BBC to see if another solution could be 
found.
b)
It was suggested that the Parish Council should investigate the possibility of providing a footpath along the Post Office side of Church Road.  It is believed that some negotiations had taken place with the landowner some years ago but nothing appears to have come of it.  The clerk agreed to look at old records to see what became of the idea.
c)  It was suggested that the double yellow lines opposite the school should be extended to the corner with Ongar Road.

d)  It was suggested that a pedestrian crossing on the Ongar Road (by the War Memorial) would improve the safety of children and parents.

9. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON & VICE CHAIRPERSON


(Postponed from item 4)


Chairperson: Cllr. Y Maguire, proposed by Cllr. J Wright, seconded by Cllr. B Ewens, voted in favour unanimously.


Vice-Chairperson: Cllr. J Wright, proposed by Cllr. Y Maguire, seconded by Cllr. B Ewens, voted in favour unanimously.

Both appointments for a period of 12 months.
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

With the change of date of the full Parish Council meetings to the second Friday of each month, it was decided that future Environmental Committee meetings should be held on the Thursday of the week before.

It is therefore planned to hold the next Environmental Committee meeting on 6th September 2007. 
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