KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 3rd July 2008 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine.
            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr J Wright
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON & VICE CHAIRPERSON


Cllr Y Maguire was proposed as Chairperson, by Cllr B Ewens, seconded by Cllr C 
James and voted for unanimously in favour by members.


Cllr J Wright was proposed as Vice Chairperson by Cllr Y Maguire, seconded by 
Cllr C James and voted for unanimously in favour by members.
5. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

8th MAY 2008







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2008 were agreed and signed by the 
Chair.

6. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.08 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

There were none. The meeting resumed at 8.08 pm.
7. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) The future of Eagle Field as a Village Asset.  The clerk reported that he had asked the bank to cancel the cheque previously issued to DBS Trust SA for £9.00 by way of back rent.  When confirmation of this has been received a cheque for £10.00 will be issued to DBS Trust SA to include rent for the current year.  At the same time the clerk will write an accompanying letter enquiring if it is possible to enter into negotiations to extend the lease term. 
b) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – It was reported that this lane has been confirmed as a “highway” which should therefore be maintained by ECC or BBC.  Deep ruts caused by 4x4s have made this impassable for ordinary walkers during the recent wet spells.  It was also reported that the Dog Waste bin situated in the middle of the lane was sited incorrectly.  Discussions are already taking place (by members) with BBC to rectify and/or clarify these situations. 
c) Manitoba, School Road – The clerk had supplied details of the proposed sale of the property. There were some concerns that the Certificate of Lawfulness could be passed on to a new buyer.  The clerk informed the meeting that he had written to BBC, Planning Dept. to make them aware of the situation. 
d) Play Area – 


The clerk reported that the Helicopter piece of equipment had been rubbed 

down and repainted.



After initial discussions with the Village Hall Trustee’s groundsman, the 


clerk was asked to write to him to establish exactly what he proposed to do 

in carrying out the maintenance of the Play Area and what he intended to 


charge. 

Drainage of surplus water around the Mobilus piece of equipment.  The 
clerk also reported that he had been in touch (several times) with a local 
company that specialised in recreational and sports ground surfaces and 
hoped to have an estimate for next Friday’s full PC meeting.
e) Footpath in Church Road.  The clerk reported that he had examined the area involved in the proposals and was of the opinion that the proposed footpath would not only involve creation of a footpath but would also require removal of hedges, filling in of ditches and replacement with drainage pipes, drains off the highway and kerbs.  Although efforts have been made to obtain an estimate for this work (and will continue), it is thought that the cost of such a scheme would be prohibitive.

f) Verges Outside Nisa Stores (Great Fox Meadow).  The clerk reported that the gas main renewal works had been completed and bollards and kerbs had been reinstated by the subcontractors, but not satisfactorily.  The clerk had reported these matters to BBC and it was hoped that work would commence soon to put in the pram ramps, resite existing bollards and erect the 2 additional bollards requested.

g)  Basketball Net & Wall.  No further progress has been made with this pending other negotiations with the Village Hall Trustees.
h) Cycle Track.  Cllr Wright is pursuing this with a local landowner to establish whether this could be a site for the project.
i) Highways Localism Initiative.  Cllr Y Maguire reported that she had attended a meeting of the Environmental Panel.  Much information had been obtained about the Communities Initiatives Fund and small highways schemes for local areas.
j) Litter & Dog Waste Bins.  As already reported Cllr J Wright has been in contact with BBC regarding the siting or removal of the Dog Waste Bin half way down the un-made up section of Eagle Lane (Byway 14). The vehicles used to empty this bin could actually be contributing to the poor state of the lane’s surface. It was agreed that we should ask BBC to remove it.

8. UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Reports were received from members.  A number of matters were raised and the 
clerk will put any necessary work in hand.

9. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

It was requested that Swan Pond was put on the agenda for the next Environmental 
Committee meeting as the report of the Essex Biodiversity expert should be 
available for discussion.

It was agreed that the following items be removed from those automatically 
“Brought Forward” to the following meeting: (Items may re-appear if there is 
anything to report.)  Future of Eagle Field as a village asset, Closure of Highway 14 
(Eagle Lane) to through traffic, Manitoba, Footpath in Church Road, Basketball Net 
& Wall, Highways Localism Initiative, Litter & Dog Waste Bins.
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 4th 
September 2008 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon 
Hatch.
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