KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 2nd July 2009 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr J Wright.
            and D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
none 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON

For Chair, Cllr Y Maguire was proposed by Cllr J Wright, seconded by Cllr B 
Ewens.  There were no other nominations.  

Cllr Y Maguire was elected unanimously as Chair.


For Vice Chair, Cllr J Wright was proposed by Cllr Y Maguire, seconded by Cllr D 
Loten.  There were no other nominations.  

Cllr J Wright was elected unanimously as Vice Chair. 
5. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

30th APRIL 2009







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 30th April 2009 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

6. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

A comment was received that the repainted bus shelters now look good and that the recently replanted Planters also looked good, although it was disappointing to note that some plants had been stolen.

It was reported that some tarmac outside the Dog & Partridge PH and Cygnet Court had been churned up by a heavy vehicle.  It was thought that this was caused by the contractors carrying out the sewerage renewal in Swan Lane.

It was reported that bushes were overhanging the pavement on the Ongar Road to the north of the Eagle PH.  
The meeting resumed at 8.11 pm.
7. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a)
School Road.  It was reported that heavy lorries were still using School Road. When the Plant Hire business was operating from Manitoba, any weight restriction on the road would still have allowed access.  Now that that business has moved away a 7.5 ton weight restriction on the road would prohibit these heavy vehicles.  It was also suggested that a 20mph might be introduced.  The clerk was asked to meet with EEC, BBC representatives and the clerk of Stondon Massey PC to discuss what might be done. 
b)  Play Area – update. The clerk advised that J & S Garden Services had completed the drainage work around the Mobilus.  Unfortunately the condition of the grass mats that had to be lifted prevented them from being put back. The clerk is in discussion with 2 specialist Play Area contractors regarding quotes for a new surface.  It was also reported that the area outside the fence where the drainage was put in was uneven.
c) Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  It was reported that the 2nd bollard had been damaged again.  Cllr B Ewens suggested that rubber bollards that bend when hit and then slowly recover might be the answer.  The clerk will inform BBC.
d) Swan Pond. Cllr. Y Maguire advised that she had been in contact with Essex Biodiversity regarding the work to be carried out in the pond in September/October. With regard to funding the work, there have been changes to the Community Initiatives Fund for this year, and applications will not be decided until January/February 2010.  It had been suggested that a Lottery Fund grant might be more applicable and a meeting to discuss this with Essex Biodiversity is being arranged for 24th July 2009.  It was pointed out that the bushes around the pond also need cutting back and we should ensure that these are included in the proposed work.
e)  Sewerage Work in Swan Lane.  Work on the 2nd stage of the sewerage main renewal appears to be nearing completion.  When reinstatement is carried out it was agreed to watch this closely to ensure that it is carried out to our satisfaction.
f) Collapsible Post in Swan Lane.  Because of the work being carried out on the sewerage main it had not been possible to carry out the repainting of the post.  This will be repainted soon.
g)  Speeding in Blackmore Road.  The clerk advised that the request for a speed survey had been referred to the Highways Panel for approval.
h)  Outstanding Highways Items    The clerk advised that following the last Environmental Committee meeting he had written to BBC to elevate the urgency of 3 outstanding items.  The pedestrian barrier outside the school was re-inspected by BBC who agreed that it was worse than originally thought, and it had been replaced.  The trench in Glovers Field was re-inspected and given higher priority.  Orange lines have now been painted in the road and it is hoped that the work will be carried out soon.  The overgrowing bushes in Kelvedon Green have been listed for the Highways Rangers to undertake when they next visit the village, scheduled for later in the summer.  The clerk was asked to obtain more precise details about the proposed dates.
8.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Members reported items arising from inspection of their designated areas.
9.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

      None
10.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

     The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd 

     September 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, 


     Kelvedon Hatch.
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