These minutes are in draft form pending ratification at the next meeting of the Environmental Committee.
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Tuesday, 20th March 2007.

1. PRESENT

Cllr. B. Hall (Chair), Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. V. Davies, 

Cllr. C. Jardine, Cllr. J. Wright 

Cllr. D. Hardy (ex-officio)

            E. Higgins, Parish Clerk. 


There were two members of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. B. Ewens.

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.
4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 16TH JANUARY 2007

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th January 2007 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

Meeting resumed at 8.15pm.
6. THE FUTURE OF EAGLE FIELD AS A VILLAGE ASSET

The working party has not yet met although the Clerk reported that Fred Allen and the Chair of the Parish Plan Steering Group had agreed to sit on the working party. PCSO Moira Kennedy has advised that she is not allowed to sit on working parties but she would be happy to act as an advisor / consultee if her advice would be helpful.

7. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) Trees at the Keatings – Clerk has not had any response from BBC re this matter and Cllr. C. Brown was not in attendance at the meeting. There is still no sign of any work commencing and the matter was deferred until the next meeting.

b) Parking on verges at Swan Walk – ECC Highways have advised that complaints about verge damage are being received at 30 per day and although they would take action against any person causing damage it is almost impossible to prove who was / is responsible. It is not the policy of ECC to put up obstructions on verges, which would deny any motorist an escape from the road in an emergency. An emergency situation is unlikely at the rear of Swan Walk and it was resolved to seek permission from Highways to install wooden posts at the PC’s expense.

c) Village Sign – The post has now been erected but 21 days must elapse to allow the concrete to ‘cure’ before the sign itself can be installed.

d) Chandlers Walk barrier – PCSO Moira Kennedy has indicated that this area has not been a problem for some time and ECC do not have the funds to raise the height of the barrier at this time. It was resolved to take no further action.

e) Closure of byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The clerk reported that although he has written again to the Trustees of the Village Hall seeking their support for this initiative, no response has so far been received.

f) Additional shrubs at Swan Walk – Our contractor has in hand planting two larger shrubs in each bed and spacing the existing shrubs further apart. A third bed will also be planted but none of this work can be completed until the weather warms up.

g) Bridleway 1 – ECC have referred this matter back to BBC who will deal with the problem as agents for ECC and we will be kept informed of progress

h) VAS installations – There have been some objections to the public consultation relating to the proposed speed limit reduction in parts of Blackmore Road and this may delay the VAS planned at this location.

i) Community Speed Watch – Volunteer training is scheduled for 27th March 2007 following which the scheme should become operational.

j) It was resolved to approve a budget of £40 to purchase native flora seeds to be scattered in some hedgerows around the village.

k) It was resolved to approve a budget of £250 for summer bedding for the planters.

8.  UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

A number of matters were raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand. 

INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a) Two cars are regularly parking on the pavement between the speed 

camera and the camping shop and these are causing an obstruction. The clerk will ask the PCSO to have a word with the offenders.

b)
It was suggested that additional planters could be located at the junction of Ongar Road / Church Road. It is doubtful whether there is sufficient space to do this without causing an obstruction but Councillors will have a look at the area with a view to considering this matter at a future meeting.

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

17th July 2007 (The hall booking for the scheduled May meeting will be required for the purpose of the new Council signing their Declarations of Office).
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