KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 6th March 2008 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright   

            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
none
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 3rd JANUARY 2008







  The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd January 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

The Meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) The future of Eagle Field as a Village Asset.  Cllr Jardine reported that he had written to Lord Rodney but had heard nothing.
b) Trees at the Keatings – The clerk reported that he had written to BBC again but had still not heard anything.
c) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The clerk reported that he had still not heard anything from BBC about ownership of Kelvedon Green. Cllr Saunders advised that he had access to the HM Land Registry website and would endeavour to make a search. 
d) Manitoba, School Road – Cllr Saunders advised that he had examined the certificate of lawfulness in some detail and it would appear that the only person permitted to carry on the business from this site is no longer there.  It was believed that this person now lives in New Zealand.  Cllr Saunders undertook to find out who now owns the land. 
e) Play Area – The clerk reported that all work had now been carried out to replace the Hex Swing seats and carry out adjustments to the aerial runway. 
f) Footpath in Church Road.  The clerk advised that he still hadn’t received a reply from Mr Parrish about this proposal.
g) Pedestrian Crossing in Ongar Road (at junction with School Road).  The clerk advised that he had written to BBC to request an assessment to be carried out.

h) “Keep Dogs on Leads” signs in recreational areas.  The clerk advised that signs had been ordered and received and that our contractor was waiting to put these up.  However, it had been agreed to co-ordinate the posting of these signs with the Village Hall Trustees as they are also going to erect signs at Poor’s Field. The Trustees are still waiting for their signs.
i) Vodaphone survey of emissions from the Water Tower.  The clerk reported that he had accompanied the engineers from Vodaphone when they carried out this survey on 22nd February 2008.  The monitoring equipment was mobile and capable of giving constant readings, so measurements were taken all the way along a route from Chandlers Walk to Eagle Lane/Kelvedon Green down to Roding Drive.  The equipment was picking up emissions from both the Water Tower and the BT mast but at most these levels were hundredths or thousandths of the safe levels.  A written report from Vodaphone will follow.

j) Damage to Eagle Field Fence. Estimates had been received from 2 contractors to carry out this work.  These were discussed and Cllr Y Maguire proposed that we award the contract to 1st Justcall Ltd. This was seconded by Cllr J Wright and voted upon with all members unanimously in favour.


The clerk advised that he was in contact with the police to find out who 
was responsible for the RTA that caused the damage, with a view to 
pursuing the cost of reinstatement with the driver’s insurance 
company.


It was agreed to take pictures of the damage for the insurance claim, 
and to ask the contractor to go ahead with the work as soon as possible 
regardless of this.
k) Verges at the rear of Swan Walk The clerk reported that the results of the services survey had now been received and this revealed that there was a water main close to one of the verges.  An estimate for this work had already been received from 1st Justcall Ltd. and inspection of the site to provide an estimate has also been invited from BBC.  It is hoped to have an estimate from BBC before the PC meeting next week.
l) Verges Outside Nisa Stores (Great Fox Meadow).  The clerk reported that he had requested BBC to carry out an inspection of the area to discuss possible solutions to the problem of vehicles parking on the grass verges which could involve tarmacing and/or bollards.

m) Basketball Net & Wall.  No further progress has been made with this pending other negotiations with the Village Hall Trustees.

n) Cycle Track.  No progress has been made with our initial approach to local landowners, but in view of recent developments about new facilities at the nuclear bunker it was agreed to investigate the possibility of incorporating a cycle track with this.

o) Trees at the rear of Chandlers Walk.  The clerk reported that he had asked BBC to establish who owned the ditch that these trees are growing out of.  It appeared to be in between the fences of residents of Chandlers Walk and Poor’s Field.  It was suggested that the Village Hall Trustees own this land and will take responsibility if the clerk will contact them.

p) Best Kept Village Competition.  The clerk submitted a draft application to members for discussion and amendment.  Additional information and minor amendments were made to the draft.  The clerk will take all these into account and submit the final version to members before submission before 31 March 2008.

q) Best Kept Garden Competition.  The clerk reported that he had written to the Chairman of the Village Society to confirm that the Best Garden Competition will be held again this year.  The chairman had asked if the PC’s letterhead, “Village Sign” logo might also be used by the Village Society, but it was thought that this might cause confusion.  The request was therefore rejected.    
7. UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  
Reports were received from members.  A number of matters were raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand.

8. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
i) Brentwood Borough Council are setting up a Highways Localism Initiative and had asked each Parish Council to appoint a representative to the Environmental Panel.  It was agreed that our Environmental Committee Chair should be the representative on this.

ii)
Cllr K Parker who is involved with the Highways Localism Initiative had recently 
explained that £2M was available for small projects and had asked the PC to come 
up with a “wish list” of projects.  Items that were put forward for consideration 
were, a mini roundabout at the junction of Blackmore Road with the A128 Ongar 
Road, a Zebra Crossing on the Ongar Road, near the junction with School Road, 
funding of the proposed footpath along Church Road and the reinstatement of 
hedging and ditches between the un-made-up section of Eagle Lane and Poor’s Field.
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next Environmental Committee meeting will not be held on Thursday 1st May 2008 as originally scheduled as this is the election day for Borough/Council Elections

The revised date for the next Environmental Committee meeting with be Thursday 8th May at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road. 
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Informal notes taken at the Public Session at the Environmental Committee Meeting on 6th March 2008.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. Concern was express about the misuse of the Play Area by youths who congregate there in the evenings.  The PC was asked to investigate whether lights or CCTV could be installed to deter this.  Details of the contactor who installed the CCTV system at the Village Hall will be passed to the clerk.
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