KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 5th March 2009 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr J Wright.
            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

8th JANUARY 2009







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2009 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

The member of the public present, a resident of School Road, wished to express his thanks to the council for getting BBC to clear the gully outside Manitoba, School Road.  It was hoped that this would now be maintained and kept clear.

The meeting resumed at 8.10 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a)
School Road.  The clerk reported that several reminders had been sent to BBC in the past few weeks, including the intervention of the PC chairman, Cllr R North, about all outstanding highways items. This has resulted in action being taken to uncover and clear the gully outside Manitoba. With regards to the remaining items BBC had replied that all non-urgent work was now on “hold” to enable the limited remaining budget to be used on repairing extensive carriageway defects caused by the recent bad weather. All outstanding items will be reviewed for inclusion in next years programme. 
b)  Play Area – update. The clerk advised that following the Annual Inspection report he had been in contact with J & S Garden Services, who maintain the Play Area, to find out which items identified in the report as requiring attention they would be able to undertake. Details had now been obtained and the services of play equipment specialists will be sought for the remaining items.
c) Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that the bollard outside the Nisa Stores (in Great Fox Meadow) had been reported and included in the reminder with the outstanding highways items already mentioned.
d) Swan Pond. Cllr. Y Maguire advised that she had been in contact with Mark Illesley’s secretary from Essex Biodiversity. A grant application will be made to the Communities Initiative Fund to cover the cost of the work.  When the work is carried out in September/October it was suggested that it may be possible to place the silt removed from the pond over the grass around the side.  It would take just a few weeks for the grass to grow through.  No decision can yet be made, but the clerk was asked to enquire about the cost of removing the silt by grab lorry and removal to a local transfer station.
e) Sewerage Work in Swan Lane.  The clerk reported that work was continuing on the sewerage main renewal in Swan Lane and that considerable damage had been caused to the surrounding area and at the Fox Hatch junction with Blackmore Road.  The company responsible for the work was Thames Water and the clerk was in contact with them about reinstatement when the work is finished.  The clerk was asked to find out when the work was likely to finish.

f) Collapsible Post in Swan Lane.  Because of the work being carried out on the sewerage main it had not been possible to carry out the repainting of the post. 
g)  Speeding in Blackmore Road.  The clerk advised that plans for the VAS in Blackmore Road had been postponed because of objections from members of the public, (Environmental Committee minutes 20 March 2007) and that in September 2007 at the Environmental Committee meeting it was reported that the Community Speedwatch had monitored traffic speed in Blackmore Road 5 times and that the level of compliance with the speed limit had been good.  The clerk was asked to ask Peter Rose at BBC Highways to carry out another speed survey in Blackmore Road.
h)  Wildflowers.  There was a discussion about possible sites for wildflowers.  Nothing appeared to have happened, as yet, resulting from the sowing of wildflower seeds in the hedgerows around Eagle Field in September 2007. Nothing was decided, but it was pointed out that daffodils were now appearing along the roadsides.  On the Blackmore Road (opposite Bush Motors) daffodils had appeared on about two-thirds of that stretch of verge. The clerk was asked to ask our contractor to make a note of how far the planting extended so that the remainder might be planted with bulbs later in the year. 
7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

     A number of matters were raised and the clerk will report or arrange for any 

     necessary work to be carried out.
8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

     There were no further items.
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

     The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 30th 

     April 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, 


     Kelvedon Hatch.
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
Informal notes taken at the Public Session of the Environmental Committee Meeting on 5th March 2009
1.
It was reported that at the School Road end of Eagle Lane there was a concrete 
services cover that was now considerably higher than lane surface, making this a 
hazard for both pedestrians and vehicles.
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