KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 4th March 2010 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine and Cllr D Loten and D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr J Wright. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
Cllr M Coombs
KH Community School
Personal (LEA governor)
Cllr C James

KH Community School
Personal (parent governor)

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
7th JANUARY 2010







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2010 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

Comments were made about several matters concerning School Road.  

- Difficulties have been caused by the temporary traffic lights being used during the gas main renewal.  The police are aware of this.

- The surface of the road outside Manitoba caused by the recent bad weather was again mentioned as giving cause for concern.  The clerk confirmed that this had been reported to the Highways Department.

- It was reported that the drainage grating recently installed outside Manitoba seems to be blocked.  The clerk will report this to the Highways Department to see who is responsible.

- Comment was also made about mud on the road caused by agricultural vehicles.  

The meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.

6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) 
School Road.  The clerk reported that he had been in contact with the Highways Department about the road narrows sign and had been informed that all available resources had been allocated to potholes and repairing road damage caused by the long spell of bad weather.  This will probably not be installed until the next financial year.

The clerk also reported that he had received another reply from Peter Rose, the Highways Manager at BBC regarding the request for a weight limit on vehicles using the road to be introduced.  He confirmed that he was aware that Rhino Plant Hire had moved away from School Road and that our concern was with through traffic.  This made no difference to the fact that the Police had indicated that they would be unable to support any proposal for HGV restrictions in this area and it would be impossible to enforce any restrictions. 
b) 
Play Area.  The clerk reported BBC had overlooked our annual inspection again and that our own arrangements had therefore been made for this to be carried out as soon as possible.

Associated Surfaces & Materials had been instructed to go ahead with the wetpour surface surrounding the roundabout. They had originally intended to carry out the work in early February, but as this work has to be carried out when there is no risk of frost, they have been unable to do this yet.

It was also reported that the double gates were now repaired, and new padlocks had been fitted to them and to the litter bins.
c)
Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that he had spoken to Roger Hulse, BBC Highways about these and had been informed that all available resources had been allocated to potholes and repairing road damage caused by the long spell of bad weather.  These will probably not be installed until the next financial year.

d)
Swan Pond.  No update was available regarding the discussions with BBC over the ownership of the pond.  It was agreed however that some remedial work was needed in the short term to cut back some of the bushes surrounding the pond. Members agreed to liaise on a suitable time to carry this out.
e)
Swan Lane bollards.  Cllr C James reported that installation of these was waiting for better weather.
f) Litter picking arrangements.  At the last meeting the clerk had been asked to see if a fixed rate could be established for the litter picking routes.  The clerk had therefore analysed every invoice received over 2008/09 and 2009/10 and had produced a schedule of frequency and time spent on litter picking on each route.  This was circulated to members.
The clerk had also been in contact with BBC and had determined that BBC’s commitment to litter picking around the village was in accordance with their Service Level Standards, i.e. that “all adopted highways in urban areas will be inspected and cleansed, where necessary, on a ten working day basis.”
Committee members decided that they wished to walk the litter routes themselves to see what was involved and to see if they could measure what BBC did and the additional amount that we need to carry out ourselves. 
g)
Blackmore Road speed survey.  It was reported that a survey had just been carried out and that details were expected soon.
h)
Best Kept Village Competition 2010.  It was decided that we should again enter this competition.  The deadline for entries is Wednesday 7th April 2010.

      7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Members reported items arising from inspection of their designated areas.
      8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

Cllr Y Maguire reported that information had been circulated regarding the 
sponsorship of salt bins by parish councils for £350 per bin.  These would be strictly 
for use on a self-help basis.  After a brief discussion it was decided not to put this 
item forward for consideration on a future agenda.
     9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 6th May  
2010 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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