KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 8th May 2008 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr S Saunders.   

            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr B Ewens, Cllr J Wright
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 6th MARCH JANUARY 2008







  The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

The Meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) The future of Eagle Field as a Village Asset.  It was reported that nothing had been heard from Lord Rodney about extending the lease term. It was agreed that the Clerk should now write to the DBS Trust SA about this. The clerk reported that DBS Trust SA had not presented the cheque issued in December 07 for back rent and it was agreed that this cheque should be cancelled and another one issued to them for the increased amount to include 08/09 rent. 
b) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – It was reported that rubbish and litter was collecting in this area and that BBC should be asked to ensure that this is included in their litter clearing patrols. 
c) Manitoba, School Road – Cllr Saunders reported that lorries were now parking on the grass verges causing further damage and a hazard to passing traffic and that he will be following this up. 
d) Play Area – The clerk reported that he had written to our insurers about changing the RoSPA inspection date but had heard nothing despite a reminder. The clerk undertook to follow this up urgently.

It was also reported that work to help the drainage around the Mobilus had 
not been successful.  The clerk was asked to obtain an estimate for re-
surfacing this area.

e) Footpath in Church Road.  No further progress has been made in this matter. The clerk was asked to obtain an estimate for this work to be carried out as the cost may be prohibitive and if so, there would be no point in pursuing it at the moment.
f) Verges Outside Nisa Stores (Great Fox Meadow).  Although BBC have agreed to install pram ramps and bollards to prevent parking on these verges the whole of the area is undergoing work on gas main renewal since this was agreed.  The clerk was asked to enquire whether the modifications agreed to could be undertaken when the gas contractors re-instate the kerbs they have dug up to save on costs.
g) Basketball Net & Wall.  No further progress has been made with this pending other negotiations with the Village Hall Trustees.

h) Cycle Track.  Cllr Wright has been in contact with Mr Parrish about the possibility of providing this at or near the proposed High Poles site at the nuclear bunker. 
i) Highways Localism Initiative.  It was confirmed that the clerk, in consultation with the Chair of the Environmental Committee had submitted a list of minor works that the Highway Ranger team could undertake.  In view of the short deadline for reply there was not time for wider consultation, but a further meeting with BBC is planned before the team will be deployed.  The clerk was asked to establish when this meeting is planned.
j) Annual Litter Pick.  This is planned for Saturday 17th May 2008 at 10.30 am meeting at the Swan Pond.  Arrangements have been made with BBC to supply High Visibility Vests, Litter Grabblers and sacks.  The clerk was also asked to post notices on our noticeboards to publicise the event.

7. UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Reports were received from members.  A number of matters were raised and the 
clerk will put any necessary work in hand.

8. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

There were no further items.
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd July 2008 
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