KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 6th May 2010 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr D Loten and D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There were 2 members of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine and Cllr J Wright. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
None
4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
4th MARCH 2010







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 4th March 2010 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

Comments were made about thefts and vandalism of Village Hall property.  The advice received by the Village Hall Trustees from the police was that all incidents should be reported so that they can be logged.

Comment was again made about the lack of police representation at PC meetings.  The clerk was asked to make special efforts to get a representative from the police to attend to hear the concerns of residents about youth behaviour.  

The meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.

6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) 
School Road.  The clerk reported that he had been in contact with the Highways Department about the road narrows sign and was awaiting confirmation that this had been re-ordered following the switch of resources to deal with potholes in the run up to the end of the last financial year.

b)
Bridleway 1 (School Road).  The clerk reported that he had sent a reminder to BBC about our earlier request for the installation of an additional dog waste bin near the entrance.

c) 
Play Area.  The clerk reported that the surface area around the swings had been resurfaced with wetpour by Associated Surfaces & Materials Ltd and the surface now looked good and sound.  

It was also reported that a further 2 padlocks on the litter bins had been stolen.  The clerk was asked to enquire about whether chains could be welded to the padlocks to prevent them from being removed after they had been unlocked by the vandals.  
A quote had been received from Playquip Leisure to carry out work on low risk items highlighted in the recent annual inspection report.  The clerk was asked to obtain a further quote for these items. 

d)
Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that he had spoken to Roger Hulse, BBC Highways who thought that these had now arrived in the depot and were just awaiting a date for fitting.  He had agreed to investigate and advise further.
e)
Swan Pond.  No update was available to members present regarding the discussions with BBC over the ownership or maintenance of the pond.
f)
Swan Lane bollards.  It was agreed that work to install these posts should now go ahead.

g)
 Litter picking arrangements.  Members agreed that since suspension of our own additional litter picking at the end of February 2010, since when we have been relying purely on BBC’s arrangements, there does not appear to have been a significant increase in the amount of litter in the village.  Members stated that they had not yet had an opportunity to examine this to any great extent, because of the recent bad weather, and it was agreed to refer this item to the next agenda without reinstating our local additional arrangements. 
h)
Refurbishment of Noticeboards.  It was reported that although Mrs Kim Saunders is prepared to repaint/varnish the noticeboards themselves, the “Kelvedon Hatch Parish Council” heading on some of the boards were worn and needed repainting or replacing.  This would appear to be a skilled signwriters job.  Cllr Y Maguire indicated that she knew a retired signwriter who might undertake the work for a favourable rate.  The clerk agreed to supply details so that a quote for the work might be obtained.
      7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  
      Members reported items arising from inspection of their designated areas.
      8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

Cllr Y Maguire asked that thanks to Mrs Kim Saunders were recorded for the 
excellent work done in repainting/ varnishing the seats and benches (and Village 
Sign pole).


Comments were also made about extending the planting of daffodils in Blackmore 
Road, (which had previously been agreed), and the need to strim around the planters 
when the grass is cut around them by BBC.

     9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 1st July  
2010 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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