KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Wednesday 8th November 2006.

1. PRESENT

Cllr. B. Hall (Chair), Cllr. A. Davies, Cllr. C. Jardine, Cllr. J. Wright. 

            E. Higgins, Parish Clerk. 


Three members of the public.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. V. Davies, Cllr. B. Ewens, 

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.
4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 13TH SEPTEMBER 2006

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2006 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 7.45pm to allow for questions from the public.

Meeting re-commenced at 8.05pm

6. BUDGET PROPOSALS 2007/8

It was resolved that the Committee draft budget proposals for inclusion in the PC 2007/8 budget be approved.

7. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) Bushes at Crown Corner – The clerk advised that he will remind the contractor that this work is outstanding although it is possible that more bushes may not have survived the summer drought

b) Trees at the Keatings – BBC have not responded to our request for an update and the Chair of the PC will take this matter up with the Leader of Brentwood Council at his forthcoming meeting.

c) Parking on verges at Swan Walk – BBC have acknowledged that the land in question is Highways land but have given no indication as to whether they are willing to carry out any work at in this area. The Clerk will chase BBC again.

d) Village Sign – The manufacturer will be completing the mould for the cast for the sign shortly and it will then go to the smelter.

e) Speed camera / VAS’s – The work at Crown Corner is pending. The siting of two vehicle activated signs to be purchased by the PC has been agreed with ECC Highways and they will be contributing £1500 towards the cost of each sign. The Clerk has written to the households in the vicinity of the sign sites and Highways will now carry out a speed survey to establish that the average speed criteria is met at each location. Installation of the Blackmore Road VAS will be deferred until the speed limit on this section reduces to 30mph, which should be within the current financial year.

f) Chandlers Walk barrier – We are still awaiting the outcome of report from the Crime Prevention Officer

g) Closure of byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The consultation process is ongoing but it appears that there has been some land clearance just off the byway at the School Road end. Barbed wire has also been installed as a fence. The Clerk will take this up with BBC.

h) Noxious agricultural smells in the village – A report has been received from BBC Environmental Health advising that he is confident that there is no health risk attached to the type of sludge spread over local fields this summer. Councillors remain unconvinced and it was resolved that the Clerk should take this matter up with the Government Environmental Agency asking them to give us a guarantee that there is no health risk from the product itself but also the airborne agent causing the noxious smell.

  8.  SWAN POND
Following a report received from Essex Biodiversity it was resolved to cancel the Swan Pond clearance scheduled for 22nd November 2006. The Chair of the PC indicated that he will take this matter up with another expert. The Clerk will write to Mark Iley, Biodiversity Project Manager as Councillors are concerned that if limited clearance is not undertaken on a regular basis then the pond will, quite rapidly, become completely covered in reeds again. At the same time we will seek his advice as to suitable native Flora to be planted in the village hedgerows and verges.    

9.  UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

One councillor has produced an update on his inspection area with two others advising that there was nothing to report. The Clerk will put any necessary work in hand.

10. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a) Councillors were of the view that the state of the rural roadsides, pavements and verges were getting into a poor state of repair and parking on pavements and verges was a contributory factor. It was agreed that this is something that can be taken up with the Inspector from KH Police Station who will coming to the main PC meeting in November.

b) Road sign cleaning – The Clerk will instruct our contractor to commence the autumn cleaning of these signs.

c) Although at the last meeting it was agreed that a working party be formed to consider the future of Eagle Field as a village asset nothing further has been done to progress this. This will be a specific agenda item at the next meeting.

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It is planned that during 2007 the Committee will meet bi-monthly during the second week of the month, commencing January. As some members find Wednesday meetings difficult the Clerk will liaise with members to find the most convenient day for meetings and book the Committee Room at the village hall accordingly.
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