These minutes are in draft form pending ratification at the next Environmental Committee meeting
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 22 November 2007 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright   

            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. C Brown
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 6th SEPTEMBER 2007

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September 2007 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.10 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

The Meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) The future of Eagle Field as a Village Asset.  Cllr Jardine will be contacting Lord Rodney again in January, to enquire whether there was any prospect of securing a longer term licence.
b) Trees at the Keatings – The Clerk reported that he had written to BBC but no reply had been received.

c) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The Clerk reported that he had written to BBC to enquire about ownership of Kelvedon Green but no reply had been received. 
d) Planting of Native Flora seeds in Eagle Field hedgerows.  This has now been done.
e) Planting of additional daffodils in Ongar Road and Blackmore Road.  This is in the process of being done.

The Clerk will also be meeting with the contractor to discuss the 
possibility of an additional Planter at the Post Office on the corner of 
Church Rd.

f) Swan Pond – The Essex Biodiversity expert has inspected the pond and was impressed with its condition.  The water level has dropped and some work may be necessary to see if the drains and soak away can be made to work more effectively.  A small amount of de-silting and clearance will probably be necessary next October.

g) Manitoba, School Road – The Certificate of Lawfulness which has been obtained from BBC seems to be very old and there were doubts about whether it applied to the operation now being carried out from the site. No reply had yet been received from BBC about when the ruts on the verges might be filled in.

h) Play Area – It was reported that the seats on the small children’s swings held water and that a couple of small holes drilled in the seats would prevent this. 
i) The Coppice – Now that the owner and her agent had been identified and they had agreed to make safe the trees causing concern it was agreed to remove this item from the agenda.

j) Footpath in Church Road.  Cllr Saunders advised that he had spoken briefly to Mr Parrish the owner of the land adjoining Church Road and that he might be prepared to consider a proposal for a footpath on the Post Office side of the road.  The Clerk was asked to write to Mr Parrish to investigate this.
k) Parking opposite the school in School Road.  A reply had been received from the local Community Police Team about the illegal parking in the area around the school.  They shared the concerns of the Parish Council and proposed to patrol the area and advise drivers of the offences they are committing.  

l) Pedestrian Crossing in Ongar Road (at junction with School Road).  A reply had been received from BBC advising that the most recent Zebra crossing they had installed had cost £28,000 and at present there was a backlog of requests for these crossings.  They would have to assess the site fully to check whether a Zebra crossing would be suitable.  They also pointed out that presently there were no recorded pedestrian accidents at this location and that sadly statistics in Essex showed that where Zebra crossings are installed it is likely that there will be one a year.  The Clerk was asked to write to BBC to request an assessment to be carried out.

m) Parking outside Seniors Bungalows in Blackmore Road.  It was reported that visitors to the residents of the senior’s bungalows very often found it difficult to park in the lay-by outside.  Many of these visitors were providing essential support or care to the residents and it was suggested that a Residents Parking Permit scheme might be suitable.  The Clerk was asked to investigate the possibilities with BBC.

n) Dogs not on leads in recreational areas.  Concern was expressed about the possibility of dogs not on leads attacking children playing in recreational areas.  It was agreed that insisting that dogs are kept on leads is difficult to enforce but the Clerk was asked to enquire about providing signs.
7. SETTING OF BUDGETS FOR 2008/09

Current year expenditure on Environmental related budget headings was 
examined and end of year outturn figures were estimated.  The budget 
proposals for 2008/2009 for each of these headings were discussed and agreed 
as follows:
Draft Budget for 2008-09 for Environment-Related Expenditure

	Item
	Budget

07/08
	Spend to Date
	Est.

Outturn
	Budget 08/09

	Seats & Shelters

Bus Shelters, Seats, Notice Boards, Notice Board Map & maintenance


	1000
	174.74
	500
	750

	Cemetery (St Nicholas Church)


	1750
	2700
	 2700
	2000

	Open Spaces

Recreation Spaces, Eagle Field, Planters, Footpath maintenance, Byway 14.


	4500
	1496
	2300
	4500

	Litter Clearing


	2500
	1630.54
	2000
	2250

	S 137 & Black Sacks


	3000
	75
	3000
	3000

	Swan Pond

Maintenance 

Renovation  (£5000)


	250
	34
	250
	5500

	War Memorial

Ground Maintenance & Cleaning


	500
	139
	250
	250

	Children’s Play Area

Inspection & Mowing (BBC), Repairs, Maintenance, Equipment Replacement

(Note: does not include provision for rent)


	5200
	1784
	2750
	5000

	Basketball Net & Wall


	N/A
	N/A
	
	

	Totals


	18700
	8033.28
	13750
	23250


It was proposed by Cllr C James and seconded by Cllr J Wright that these budget proposals be put forward to the Finance Committee for consideration and inclusion in the overall budget proposals to be put forward by them to the full Parish Council.  This was resolved unanimously in favour.
8. UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  
Reports were received from members.  A number of matters were raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand.

9. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
There were no items raised under this heading
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 3rd January 2008 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road. 
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Session at the Environmental Committee Meeting on 22nd November 2007.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. It was reported that there was a dead tree/branch protruding onto the footpath in the Ongar Road near the Speed Camera, forcing pedestrians into the road to get past it.  The Clerk agreed to investigate and report this.
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