KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Wednesday 13th September 2006.

1. PRESENT
Cllr. B. Hall (Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. V. Davies, Cllr. B. Ewens, 

Cllr. C. Jardine (arrived 8.45pm), 

            E. Higgins, Parish Clerk. 


One member of the public. 

PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. S. Darnley

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON

It was resolved unanimously that Cllr. B. Hall be elected Chair of this Committee until May 2007.

5. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR

It was resolved unanimously that Cllr. C. Brown be elected Vice Chair of this Committee until May 2007.

6. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 14TH JUNE 2006

The minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2006 were agreed and signed by the Chair

7. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 7.50pm to allow for questions from the public.

Meeting re-commenced at 8.10pm

8. TERMS OF REFERENCE

It was resolved to accept the terms of reference for this committee subject to ratification by the full PC.

9. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) Bushes at Crown Corner – It was resolved that Contractor be asked to move any surviving bushes to the front of the site subject to satisfactory weather conditions. The problem relating to the outstanding part invoice from Crosscutters is to be referred to full Council.

b) Trees at the Keatings – Clerk to chase BBC for an update on progress.

c) Parking on verges at Swan Walk – BBC are now claiming that this land belongs to the Housing Association even though it appears to be part of the public highway. Clerk to clarify position with BBC / ECC Highways.

d) Seats – The contractor will be installing these seats shortly.

e) Village Sign – the final location has been agreed with Highways and the sign is on order although the lead time is 3-4 months.

f) Brizes Corner brambles – The contractor has removed as much of the roots as he can without disturbing the holly bush roots. He will strim the area from time to time to ensure the brambles do not grow back again. Spring bulbs are to be planted around the holly bushes as part of our ongoing programme which will also include the opposite side of the A128 and the verge opposite the garage in Blackmore Road. Budget of £150 agreed for bulb planting.

g) Kelvedon Green posts – It was resolved to remove this item from future agendas.

h) Speed camera / SID’s – ECC have agreed to meet the cost of installing a SID or SAV on the A128 by Crown Corner and details of the scheme to enable the PC to purchase additional machines has been published. Locations for two other SID’s were agreed and clerk will make a formal application for grant assistance towards these.

i) Light pollution - Security lighting appears to be exempt from the relevant Act although it is not clear whether household lights fall within this criteria. Councillors to provide the clerk with some examples which can be referred specifically to BBC for guidance.

j) Chandlers Walk barrier – ECC Highways accept that this barrier is their responsibility but do not have the funds to upgrade. The PCSO is arranging for the Crime Prevention Officer to provide a report for BBC which hopefully will encourage them to prioritise the work.

k) Quiet time weight restrictions in School Road – No news from BBC and clerk to chase.

l) Signage at Swan Pond – clerk to ensure sign erected as soon as possible.

m) Closure of byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – Resolved that we wish to commence the consultation process and to begin with we need to try and establish who owns the land. Clerk to write to the Trustees of the Village Hall, the ECC Rights of Way Officer and BBC Planning (re the Kelvedon Green development), asking them to review their files to see whether they can shed any light on ownership.

n) Dog Fouling sign on Kelvedon Green – Clerk has a new sign and will arrange for contractor to install it.

o) The future use of Eagle Field as a PC asset – A small working party will be formed to consider this.

p) Cleaning of road signs, litter bins and telephone boxes – It was resolved that contractors be employed to clean these items twice yearly in the spring and autumn.

q) Additional planters – It was resolved to install additional planters at various locations around the village.

r) Vegetation around all speed limit signs in the village – It was resolved to arrange for contractors to trim back all growth around speed limit signs in June annually.

10.  PLAY AREA / ROSPA INSPECTION


The July 2006 main PC meeting resolved that all medium risk items reported for the play area would be attended to. This meeting resolved that no action be taken regarding the brambles around Swan Pond as they provide a deterrent to anybody getting too near the waters edge. It was also resolved that a small life saving buoy be purchased and installed and a metal grill be installed over the open sluice. A decision on signage was deferred until the buoy is in place.

11.  BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION

Councillors discussed how the village can improve on its runners up position in the above competition and it was agreed that the additional planters will provide improvements

12. UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Councillors did not provide any updates on work required in the village although the clerk and Chair have been walking the village over the summer and a number of matters have been reported to BBC or work put in hand with our contractors.

There are two small concrete posts at the Stocks Field end of the alley from Stocks Lane and these should be removed as they are a trip hazard

13. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a) School parking - parents are blocking private driveways in ‘The Coppice’ and ECC Highways should be asked to provide junction protection (yellow lines)

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

8th November 2006
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