KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 6th September 2007 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr. Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr. C Brown, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine   

            D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.     
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. J Wright
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 19th JULY 2007

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th July 2007 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.07pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

The Meeting resumed at 8.15 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) The future of Eagle Field as a Village Asset.  Cllr Jardine had recently written to Lord Rodney from whom the field is licensed annually, to enquire whether there was any prospect of securing a longer term arrangement, but no response had yet been received.

b) Trees at the Keatings – The Clerk reported that he had written to BBC to obtain information about the removal of these trees.  Cllr James reported that some of the residents of the Keatings had changed and there seemed to be unanimous support from residents for this now (providing that the Oak Tree was retained).  The Clerk agreed to inform BBC about this development.

c) Closure of Byway 14 (Eagle Lane) to through traffic – The Clerk reported that he had written to Countryside (the developers of Kelvedon Green in the 1970s) to see if they had any information about the ownership of Eagle Lane.  A response had been received from them advising that Eagle Lane was never in their ownership during the development.  The land appears to be unregistered, and if this is the case, the owners on each side of the lane need to be established.  The Clerk was asked to contact BBC to find out who owned the green in Kelvedon Green (if this information had not already been obtained). 
d) Planting of Native Flora seeds in Eagle Field hedgerows.  These seeds had been obtained in the spring when it was considered too dry to sow them.  The Clerk was advised that September is the time to sow them and was asked to make the necessary arrangements with our contractor.
e) Planting of additional daffodils in Ongar Road and Blackmore Road.  The Clerk advised that he had written to BBC to obtain their approval for the additional bulbs in Ongar Road but was still awaiting a reply. Our contractor has been contacted about the additional bulbs in Blackmore Road.  It was suggested that some of the shrubs in the Blackmore Road may need cutting back before these can be planted.


The Clerk is also meeting with the contractor to discuss the possibility 
of an additional Planter at the Post Office on the corner of Church Rd.

f) Swan Pond – The Essex Biodiversity expert has not yet visited Swan Pond but his previous advice had been to leave the pond alone for 2 years. However, it was pointed out that nettles and rose bay willow was encroaching on the bulrushes in the pond and that they should be removed.
g) Manitoba, School Road – Councillors are still studying the Certificate of Lawfulness which has been obtained from BBC.  The promised “scalpings” had still not been laid by BBC to fill in the ruts on the verges despite the Clerk sending a reminder to them.  The Clerk was asked to follow this up again.
h) Play Area – New litter bins had been installed, the tiles around the roundabout had been fixed and the remains of the old rustic seat had been removed, but it was reported that the bark had not been raked over and the weeds removed and some of the tyres on the hex swings had blocked drain holes.  Also, one of the hex swing seats was cracked and needed replacement or removal. 
i) The Coppice – The Clerk reported that he had consulted the Arboriculturalist at BBC about the reason for these woods being designated as an area of Special Scientific Interest and if the ownership was known.  Information was subsequently received from him about the site from the Natural England Website and he had asked them to be put in touch with the owner or his representative.  Quite separately the owner of part of the wood has contacted the Clerk after reading the Parish Council minutes.  It was agreed in the first instance to put the Arboriculturalist in touch with this owner to discuss matters.
j) Grass cutting at Blackmore Rd/Swan Walk.  The Clerk advised that he had been able to persuade BBC to cut this small additional area when cutting grass in the surrounding area.

k) Footpath in Church Road.  The Clerk advised that he was still searching old correspondence files going back to 2003 to see why this idea failed before and he hoped to be able to report at the next meeting.
l) Parking opposite the school in School Road.  At the start of the school day and at leaving time problems with parents parking opposite the school and inconsiderate parking near the corner were highlighted. The possibility of yellow lines was discussed.  The Clerk was asked to send a letter to the local police to find out what had already been done to rectify this and to investigate any possible solutions.

m) Pedestrian Crossing in Ongar Road (at junction with School Road).  The Clerk was asked to write to BBC Highways and Road Safety to ascertain what the conditions were for installing a pedestrian crossing and how to go about it.
n) Black Refuse Sacks.  The Clerk advised that the order had been placed months ago with BBC but there had been a delay at the manufacturers.  It was hoped these would be delivered to residents in the next week or so.
o) Speeding in Blackmore Road and Ongar Road.  In spite of some local concerns about speeding traffic in these areas, it was reported that the Community Speedwatch had monitored traffic speeds in both Blackmore Road (5 times) and Ongar Road (2 times) and the level of compliance with the speed limits had been good at those times.

p) ECC West Essex Area Forum – Olympics 2012


This item will be discussed at the next meeting of the forum due to 
meet on 18th September 2007.  As the matter was raised by Kelvedon 
Hatch Parish Council on 8th November 2006 the PC have been asked to 
introduce the item for discussion by the forum.  Cllr Maguire has 
agreed to represent the PC.

7.  UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  


Reports were received from members.  A number of matters were 
raised and the Clerk will put any necessary work in hand. 

8. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
a)  
It was reported that Refuse Sacks were still being put out too early 
and 
many on the wrong days in spite of a recent article in the Parish 
Pump.  The possibility of issuing a letter to all residents was suggested.
      It was agreed to put this item on the Agenda for next week’s full Parish 
Council meeting and in the meanwhile the Clerk was asked to find out 
what BBC’s policy was on enforcement/fines.
b) The issue of parking on the grass verges at the rear of Swan Walk was raised again.  The Clerk advised that several months ago approval had been obtained from BBC to erect bollards/posts to prevent this (at the Parish Council’s expense), but no decision had been made to take this forward.  It was agreed to put this on the Agenda for next week’s full Parish Council meeting.
c) The committee noted with sadness the death last week of Dave Smith, former Parish Councillor and more recently the editor of the Village News.  Dave had given many years service to the village and the Parish Council and he will be missed very much.  Cllr Jardine advised that the funeral was on 11th September 2007 and that the family had requested no flowers but for donations to be made to St Frances Hospice.  As the funeral is before the next PC meeting, it was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Cllr Jardine that a donation of £50 should be made to St Frances Hospice.  This was approved unanimously.
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 1st November 2007 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road. 
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Session at the Environmental Committee Meeting on 6th September 2007.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. The recent obnoxious smell in the village coming from nearby farmland was raised.  It was felt that this was not normal manure or fertiliser but because this was so pungent it was probably a by-product of the sewage works.  The member of the public raising this item had contacted BBC Environmental Health but had failed receive assurances from them about the safety of the product.
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