KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Environmental Committee

held on Thursday 3rd September 2009 at 8.00pm.

1. PRESENT

Cllr Y Maguire (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr D Loten 
            and D Munro, Parish Clerk. 


There was one member of the public present.  
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr J Wright. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
There were no declarations of interest pertaining to the items on the agenda.

4. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING

2nd JULY 2009







  

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2009 were agreed and signed by 
the Chair.

5. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The meeting was suspended at 8.05 pm to allow for questions from members of the public.

A comment was made that although drainage outside Manitoba in School Road appears to have been improved it has not really been tested yet because of the recent spell of dry weather.  The clerk informed the meeting that the owners of Manitoba had made the improvements after consultation and monitoring of the Highways Department. 

It was reported that although Eagle Lane (Byway 14) was dry and easy to walk, there were deep ruts caused by vehicles at the School Road end.

It was reported that the new Community Police Officer was keen to attend Parish Council meetings.  The clerk informed the meeting that the Community Police Officer received an agenda and was always invited to attend our full Parish Council meetings. 
The meeting resumed at 8.10 pm.
6. MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD

a) School Road.  The clerk reported that he and the clerk from Stondon Massey Parish Council had met with Roger Hulse from the Highways Department at School Road to discuss several issues.  The main point of the meeting was to press for a 7.5 ton weight restriction on the road as this would prohibit the heavy vehicles using the road as a cut through. This was discussed and the clerk was advised to write to Mike Rose, the Highways & Transportation Manager at BBC to ask for this to be considered.  It was agreed that a Road Narrows sign should be erected and we were informed that white edging lines were only appropriate where there was no kerb.  It was confirmed that there is a small stretch of the road, at the bend where white lines should be.  At Manitoba the concrete driveway has recently been brought right up to the highway.  This incorporates a drainage channel and it has been done in full consultation with the highways department to try to resolve the drainage problem at this point outside Manitoba.

b) Play Area.  The clerk reported that damage had been caused to the Mobilus equipment by vandals.  The handles on the equipment had been broken off making it unsafe for use and the equipment had been chained and padlocked up to prevent it being used.  The matter had been reported to the police and our insurance company.  Two quotes had been received to repair the damage (one for £515 and the other for £695) and these have been sent to the insurance company.  At the Mobilus also, quotes for replacing the grass matting that was removed when the drainage was installed.  These were presented to members and it was decided unanimously to ask Playquip Leisure Ltd to undertake the work as they had quoted £35 per meter and were prepared to fill in where the previous mats had been removed.

c) Bollards outside Nisa Stores.  The clerk reported that he had asked Roger Hulse, BBC Highways, to consider replacing the broken or missing bollards with rubber ones that would withstand the impact of a collision with a vehicle.  He agreed to try to source suitable replacements.

d) Swan Pond.  The clerk reported that he and Cllr. Mat Coombs had met with Rebecca Banks from Essex Biodiversity and Alan Shearing from Essex Wildlife Trust on 24th July 2009 to survey the pond and to discuss the Lottery Funding Application for the work required.  The clerk had supplied the financial information required.  The scope of the project was discussed and Essex Biodiversity and Essex Wildlife Trust took away the remainder of the application to draft the appropriate wording for the details required and to obtain costings for the project.  These were expected to be available for next week’s PC meeting.

e) Re-instatement work in Swan Lane.  This has been completed and the clerk advised that he had been in contact with Anglian Water regarding another concrete bollard to prevent vehicles entering the pedestrianised area from the south end of the lane.  There is also now a pleasant grass area where there used to be rough waste land (south of the Fox Hatch walkthrough).  Vehicles are already churning this up and it was agreed unanimously that the area should be protected from vehicles by erecting wooden bollards.
f) Outstanding Highways items.  The clerk reported that there were relatively few outstanding highways items.  Most of the outstanding items related to overhanging bushes that had been passed to the Rangers for action.  The clerk had been advised that the work was scheduled to be carried out in the very near future.

g)
Cutting back of Hedges (Eagle Field & Ongar Road)  The clerk advised that our contractor, J & S Garden Services, had quoted £600.00 to cut back the 
hedges around Eagle Field, the overhanging bushes from Brizes Corner to the Camp Shop and the overhanging bushes outside the derelict plot on the Ongar Road (opposite Mill Lane).  It was agreed unanimously to ask him to go ahead with the work. 
7.
UPDATES ON INSPECTION AREAS  

Members reported items arising from inspection of their designated areas.
8.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

      None
9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

     The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 5th 

     November 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, 


     Kelvedon Hatch.
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