KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council

held on Friday 28th April 2006.
1. PRESENT
Cllr. A. Davies (Chair), Cllr. D. Angel, Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. V. Cook, Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. B. Ewens, Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. C. Jardine, Cllr. J. Kerry,      Cllr. J. Wright.

            E. Higgins, Parish Clerk. 


Six members of the public. 

2. CONFIDENTIAL AGENDA
It was resolved to exclude members of the public and press from the meeting whilst considering items under part 2 of this agenda by reason of the confidential nature of the business (Public Admission to Meetings Act 1960)

PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. B. Hall

Cllr. R. Dyson (ECC member Brentwood Rural)

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
The following declarations of interest were made: -

Cllr. C. Brown

Planning

Cllr. A. Davies
Planning

Cllr. V. Cook

Village Hall

Cllr. C. Jardine
St Nicholas Church


Cllr. B. Ewens

St Nicholas Church


Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning, KH Community School

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 24th MARCH 2006 
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th March 2006 were agreed and signed by the Chairman subject to the following addition under item 19: -

‘Cllr J. Wright advised the meeting that in her opinion the valuation obtained over Poors Field was based on inaccurate information’

6. CLERKS REPORT
The clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters.

The PC, once each year, provides the flowers in St Nicholas Church and Cllr. B. Ewens agreed to take on this task during the week of 6th August 2006.

It was resolved that the PC will make a donation of £100 to ‘Pure Joy of Life’ an Essex based charity providing a hospice for young people between the ages of 18/40.

Meeting suspended at 8.05pm 

7. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC QUESTIONS.
The meeting was suspended to allow questions from the members of the public present. The ECC member was not present.

Meeting resumed at 8.22pm.

8. RISK MANAGEMENT
No report

9. ENVIRONMENTAL

a) The Working Party notes dated 13th April 2006 were received and   

      accepted.

b) Village Sign: - following the public consultation at the recent Parish Plan meeting the final design of the village sign has been agreed. Three estimates for the sign have been received and the working party will consider these and will provide a recommendation for manufacture to the next meeting.

c) Youth Shelter: - Cllr. B. Ewens confirmed that she will attend the police surgery on 6th May to consult with the local teenagers which youth shelter design is most appropriate.

d) Speed Camera: - Councillors expressed their disappointment that the camera was vandalised again before it had even been commissioned. Although ECC plan to replace it yet again Councillors remain convinced that it is sited at the wrong location.

e) Councillors considered whether financial support should be offered to the residents at ‘The Keatings’ to replace the trees on the Ongar Road boundary in the event that these are felled. It was agreed that this matter be deferred until a formal approach is received from the residents affected.

f) It was resolved that, subject to funds being available, the PC will purchase three speed indicator signs at a total cost of up to £10,000 as soon as ECC makes the scheme available.

g) Quiet time proposals for School Road: - The clerk reported that BBC is discussing this with ECC but there has been no progress yet.

h) Closure of part of Eagle Lane to vehicular traffic: - Progress by BBC has been very slow and the Principal Planner has advised that any action will need to be authorised by Members. It was resolved that the clerk should write to BBC asking for this to be considered by Members at the first appropriate meeting following the May 2006 elections.

i) Annual Litter Pick: - It was resolved that this will take place on Saturday 10th June 2006, meet Swan Pond at 10am. Clerk to call for volunteers and arrange for BBC to supply sacks, tabards etc.

j) Seats: - The design of the commemorative seats to be placed outside the NISA store and the ‘Dog & Partridge store were agreed.

10. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a) Committee report – No report

b) Balances: -

Community a/c
£12734cr

Business Tracker a/c   £58214cr



Petty cash held -   £2.74



Petty cash spent – nil

c) It was resolved to renew the annual insurance at a premium of £1606.66

d) It was resolved to meet the cost (£425 + clerks costs and expenses) of enrolling the clerk on the Essex Equals Four course to fast track the clerk to qualified status and the PC to Quality Council status.

e) It was resolved to renew membership of EALC at a cost of £493.69

f) It was resolved to meet the £45 cost for the clerks attendance at an EALC training seminar covering Risk Assessment / Insurance / Freedom of Information Act.

   Cheques issued since last meeting: -

	28-Apr-06
	E Higgins
	101861
	345.88 

	28-Apr-06
	Inland Revenue
	101862
	90.42 

	28-Apr-06
	Post Office
	101863
	32.00 

	28-Apr-06
	EALC
	101864
	45.00 

	28-Apr-06
	Answerfinder P George t/as
	101865
	150.00 

	28-Apr-06
	Allianz Cornhill
	101866
	1,606.66 

	28-Apr-06
	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	101868
	45.00 

	28-Apr-06
	BBC
	101867
	3,196.00 

	28-Apr-06
	EALC
	101869
	493.69 

	28-Apr-06
	Fane Memorial Room
	101870
	22.50 

	28-Apr-06
	Viking Direct
	101871
	91.59 

	28-Apr-06
	Cash
	101872
	50.00 

	
	
	
	


11.  REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust. 

Cllr. V. Cook declared an interest and left the meeting while this matter was discussed.

The Chair advised that he had attended a ‘User group’ meeting called by the Trustees to discuss the cost of maintaining Poors Field. Councillors discussed in some detail how this matter can be progressed and it was resolved that the clerk should write to the Trustees suggesting some form of arbitration as a means of resolving the differences between the two sides – both sides to be bound by the outcome. However the initial stage will be to establish the likely cost of the arbitration process and to consider who will meet these costs.

b) Community Primary School 
Cllr. D. Hardy reported that work has commenced on building the two new classrooms 

c) BBPCA 
The Chair advised that Chris Price, Parish Councillor at West Horndon, has filled the BBPCA vacancy for a representative on the Children & Young Persons Strategic Partnership. Caroline Fuller, BBPCA Secretary will replace Colin Enderby as the representative on the EALC

d) Brentwood Local Strategic Partnership 
No report

e) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association

Cllr. C. Jardine reported that he had attended a meeting - the main issue was the use of ‘London’ buses on local routes and the provision of Oyster cards. It is hoped that the use of Oyster cards can be extended to this area resulting in cheaper fares for all.

       12.   PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME

Cllr. C. Jardine reported that he had had a meeting with an ECC Public Rights of Way Officer and had walked path 1 from School Road, via Poles Wood towards Stondon Massey. Parts of the path are out of alignment and needs re-establishing. There was also some way marking to be done. The PC can commission the work, claiming reimbursement form the P3 scheme. 

       13.  PUBLICITY
a) Village News – The working party has not yet met with the Editor to discuss the future format of the village magazine.

b) Website – this continues to be updated on a regular basis.

       14.  PARISH PLAN

Following the information evening held on 26th April, thirteen potential names have been put forward for the steering group, which will now be formed. The meeting produced some constructive comments and feedback is now awaited from RCCE.       
       16.  INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

             Members advised on the following matters: -


Village events: - a request has been received to pay £20 to hire Fane hall for 

            the walk and £40/50 for the Rolf Harris painting viewing. The village hall 

and field will need to be hired at around £10 per hour until 6pm. This will be 

placed on the next agenda for formal approval by the PC.

Cllr. J Wright advised that the Trustees of the village hall are proposing to call a village meeting to discuss funding the maintenance costs for Poors Field. All residents will be invited

Cllr. V. Cook advised that the verge by 27 Fox Hatch has not been reinstated by Highways, nor are they prepared to install bollards. The PC should consider reinstating the verge.

The land by Glovers Field in Blackmore Road is a mess and needs clearing.

The Chair advised that there is a joint initiative with other local PC’s underway whereby local volunteers can measure vehicle speeds using a hand held device. They have no powers to stop a speeding vehicle but details of the offence will be recorded and held on file. The only cost to the PC will be 2 signs at £50 each. The PC will need to publicise this initiative, asking for volunteers. Volunteers will receive full training.

17. PLANNING

a) The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 24th February 2006 were received

b) The Chair of Planning updated members of the PC responses to the under mentioned planning applications received during the last month:-

	24/03/2006
	BRW/270/2006
	12 The Finchingfields, KH
	demolition of existing conservatory at rear and erection of replacement conservatory at rear.
	CJ
	No objections

	03/04/2006
	TPO/BRW/26/2006
	61 The Keatings, Mill Lane, KH
	fell to ground level 3 sycamores
	CJ
	We object to the proposal to fell these preserved trees as such action would have a detrimental effect upon the visual amenity and environment. Hwever we do wonder whether the condition of the trees would be enhanced by the removal of the substantial growth of ivy

	06/04/2006
	BRW/311/2006
	Woodville, School Rd, KH
	conservatory at side
	CJ
	No objections


18.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING
      Friday, 26th May 2006

PART 2

        CONFIDENTIAL AGENDA

19. CLERKS TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Councillors discussed the papers relating to the clerks terms of employment in the light of the national agreement between NALC / SLCC. It was resolved that the clerk be placed at point 26 on the LC2 range of the salary scale backdated to 1st January 2006. Other benefits as set out in the Chairs note to councillors. 
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