KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 11th April 2008 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr C Jardine (Chairman), Cllr C James (Vice Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr R North, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders.
             Also in attendance 12 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr J Wright
3. DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The Chairman welcomed Cllr R North as a newly elected member of the Parish Council. Cllr R North signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and completed a Declaration of Interests form.  The clerk had already obtained an Acceptance of Office form from Cllr M Coombs who was unable to be present at this meeting.

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -


Cllr S Saunders

KH Community School 

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal

4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for the above items

Cllr. Ann Naylor, EEC member, advised that the cost of the VAS sign scheme for Ongar Road had been approved for this year and would be met from the County Council’s Budget.

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, advised the meeting in more detail about the Highways Localism Initiative.
Several matters were raised by members of the public and these were noted.
 The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 9.00pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 14th MARCH 2008 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 14th March 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chair.
6. CLERKS REPORT
a) The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters. Included in these was the valuation of Poor’s Field.  Approval was given unanimously to the payment of the invoice received from the Livermore Partnership for £881.25 (£750 + VAT) for the valuation fee.
7. RISK MANAGEMENT
a) Play Area Update. 
i) The Clerk reported that there appeared to be a cheaper RoSPA annual inspection available by inclusion in a scheme that BBC have with another company.  The Clerk was asked to make further enquiries.
ii) The Clerk reported that he had consulted with the company who had installed the CCTV system for the Village Hall about providing a separate system for the Play Area. Depending on the specification the estimated cost of this would be between £6,500 and £10,000.
iii) Cllr S Saunders advised that there seemed to be some problems with the drainage of the matting around the Mobilus equipment.  The Clerk agreed to have this investigated and remedied if possible.

8. ENVIRONMENT
a) Trees at The Keatings. The Clerk reported that been informed by BBC that the trees were privately owned and subject to a preservation order.  BBC is not funded to undertake this sort of work unless there is a risk to Health & Safety.  As they struggle to fund the work that they are responsible for (money ran out in October last year) it is extremely unlikely that BBC will ever be able to find the money to undertake this work.  The Clerk was asked to write to the residents of The Keatings to advise them of this.

b) Damage to the verges at Manitoba, School Road.  The Clerk advised that he had 
spoken to Roger Hulse at BBC who thought that the filling in of the verges had been 
carried out at the same time as they put up the marker posts at the culverts opposite 
Manitoba.  The work order had been put out and completed but he suspects now that the 
only area that was filled in with scalpings was beside the culverts.  He will arrange for 
this work to be done urgently.

c) Damage to the verges outside Nisa Stores (Great Fox Meadow).  The Clerk advised that he had a meeting with Roger Hulse at the site to discuss the options for repairing the damage.  The proposal was to replace the existing damaged kerbs with pram ramps which would reduce the number of bollards required to cover the remaining area to two. BBC would be prepared to supply wooden posts at no cost, but if the Parish Council wished to erect cannon barrel metal bollards (in keeping with the other bollards) these would cost the PC about £200 each. Members resolved unanimously to go ahead with the pram ramps and voted 6 in favour, 1 against the metal bollards.

d)  VAS signs, Ongar Road.  As already mentioned by Cllr Ann Naylor, approval has been given for this scheme in 2008/09.

e)  Memorial seat in memory of Dave Smith.  Cllr C Jardine advised that he had been unable to discuss this with Sally Smith and recommended that the item was carried forward to the June PC meeting.

f)  Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery – It was agreed to carry this item forward on our 
agendas.  Cllr Keith Parker believes that plans will be submitted to BBC 
shortly.
9.
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a) Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 14/3/08


£13,051.23


(less approved expenditure at last PC meeting 
- £2,805.83)


(plus income since last meeting


+ £345.00)


(less expenditure since last meeting


- £3,183.79)





    
 (Estimated balance at 11/4/08 = £7,406.61)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account



£38,458.89


(Includes £375.68 interest earned 3/12/07 to 2/3/08)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Woodland & Wildlife Con Co.
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Abacus
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Barracudas
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	C Pearce
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	Total
	345.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Black Sacks 07/08 incl. delivery
	3183.79

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire 11/4
	24.15

	Ken Roast
	Swan Pond & Misc. Jobs
	85.50

	NALC 
	LCR subscription 08/09
	13.50

	EALC
	EALC & NALC membership 08/09
	437.14

	RD Potter (OddJobbers)
	March Invoice
	153.00

	J E Dobre
	V News editor & Correspondent
	104.80

	Philip George
	Website design & maintenance
	270.00

	The Livermore Partnership
	Valuation of Poors Field
	881.25

	
	
	

	
	Total
	1969.34


b) Invoices received and payments listed above were approved.
c)
To consider and approve annual subscriptions for Local Council Review (LCR)  - £13.50 and Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) (including National Association of Local Councils (NALC)) - £437.14.   Approved unanimously.
d) To consider increase in hire charge for Fane Memorial Room – The Church Council has reviewed hire charges and has increased the charge from £23.25 to £24.15 from 7/4/08.

Approved unanimously.

e)
Co-option to fill the remaining vacancy on the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk should obtain the names of the 10+ residents who requested a by-election from the 
Returning Officer and that the clerk should write to them enquiring whether any of them  
would be prepared to be co-opted onto the Parish Council.
f) Provision of Black Sacks (08/09) – Last year’s charge for 1150 rolls of 52 sacks was £2209 + VAT.  The charge for delivery (on 12 & 13 Sept 2007) was £500 +VAT.  Enquiries and negotiations are still continuing to obtain a cheaper option.
g) Next meeting of the Finance Committee – The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in the Committee Room of the Village Hall at 8.00pm on Friday 25th April 2008. 

10.   VILLAGE HALL    
There was nothing further to report.


11.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative appointed.
b. Community Primary School –  no meeting held

c. BBPCA – nothing to report
d. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – No representative appointed.
e. Highways Localism Initiative -  Cllr Y Maguire advised the meeting that she had attended the BBC Environmental Panel Meeting where the Highways Localism Initiative was discussed and reported that agreement had been reached on resurfacing a large section of School Road and implementing the VAS sign scheme on Ongar Road.  It was also reported that consideration was being given to a mini roundabout on the Ongar Road at the junction with Blackmore Road.  
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Nothing to report. 
13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  nothing to report
b. Website – nothing to report     
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

       a.  
Cllr J Wright advised the meeting via a note to Cllr S Saunders that she had 
met with local landowner Mr M Parrish and had briefly discussed the possibility 
of providing a cycle track near the site of the proposed High Ropes development.  
Mr Parrish was keen to discuss plans with the Parish Council.

       b.
Cllr J Wright had also asked Cllr S Saunders to pass on to members of the Parish 
Council an email dated 22 November 2005 that had been obtained from the 
Parish Council’s file relating to the dispute over Poor’s Field. The email which 
was addressed to BBC related to the provision of recreational facilities in 
the parish.  The Clerk was asked to seek clarification from BBC on the matter. 
15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:

	06/03/2008
	TPO/BRW/22/2008
	11 Matchingfield, KH
	Pollard Two Hornbeams
	No Objection

	13/03/2008
	TPO/BRW/32/2008
	Land Adjacent to The Spinney, School Rd, KH and Rear of 33-37 Roding Drive, KH
	Fell One Ash Tree
	

	05/04/2008
	BRW/267/2008
	18 Broadmeadow, KH
	Retention of Conservatory at the Rear
	

	05/04/2008
	BRW/287/2008
	High Ash Wood, land adjacent Secret Nuclear Bunker, Ongar Rd, KH
	Change of use of land to Recreational Purpose (D2), Construction of High Ropes Course, Habitat Management and Associated Landscaping and Parking.
	

	05/04/2008
	BRW/304/2008
	61 The Keatings, Mill Lane, KH
	Part Two Storey/Part Single Storey Side Extension and Proposed New Crossover
	


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.17 pm to allow for the above item.


 Some further comments were made and noted.
The public session ended at 10.25pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Friday 9th May 2008 in the Fane Hall, Church Road at 7.30pm
The next Parish Council Meeting will be the Annual Meeting and will be held on Friday 9th May 2008 in the Fane Hall, Church Road at 8.00pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
 KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Sessions at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 11th April 2008.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. It was pointed out that the red reflectors on the posts near The Briars cottages needed cleaning.
2. Concern was expressed about the road surface outside Manitoba, School Road.
3. It was queried whether the police were invited to the PC meetings as it was some time since a representative had attended.  The comment was also made that no one knew when the local police station was manned or when anyone was there. (The clerk confirmed that the local Community Police Officers were invited to our meeting and that PCSO Moira Kennedy had returned from her period of duty at Headquarters today.) 
4. A member of the public expressed concern over the 300%+ increase in the Parish Precept and asked the reason for this. 
5. A complaint was made about the potholes in School Road. (This was covered later in the agenda with the news that a large part of School Road was to be resurfaced.)
6. It was queried whether a one way system could be considered for School Road.

7. Concern was expressed about speeding in School Road.  It was understood that the Community Speedwatch cameras had monitored Ongar Road and Blackmore Road but nothing had appeared to have been done about School Road.

8. Concern was also expressed about illegal parking on yellow lines around School Road and The Coppice.

9. Ex-Councillor Alan Davies who was present as a member of the public asked to receive a copy of the email dated 22 November 2005 (referred to under item 14 – Information from Members) and any resulting correspondence. (This was agreed.)
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