KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday 16th April 2009 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 6 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr M Coombs and Cllr C Jardine.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)
4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

A short presentation was made by Linda Martins of the Citizens Advice Bureaux (CAB). It was reported that the Outreach facility had been successful, especially in its second year with all sessions in Kelvedon Hatch fully booked.  In the coming year the CAB will be introducing home visiting for appointments and this will be advertised through local magazines, posters and websites.

Another short presentation was made by Moira Graborz of the Rural Community Council of Essex (RCCE) to summarise the results of the Rural Housing Needs Survey carried out in the village in February 2009.  Although the survey form had been circulated to every household in the village only 19% had been completed and returned.  These had identified that there was, or will be, a need for affordable housing in the village.  A suitable site was not obvious but the Parish Council was assured that any proposal or project would be considered in conjunction with a reputable Housing Association.  The Parish Council requested more information from RCCE and further consideration will be given to this at future Parish Council meetings.

Concern was also expressed by a member of the public that the drainage gully exposed outside Manitoba in School Road was still not adequate to cope with the accumulating water.

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.30pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13th MARCH 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing matters.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

The clerk reported that he had met with a Play Equipment firm to discuss the specialist 
items identified in the Annual Inspection report.  An estimate for the work had been 
obtained and pre-circulated to members. Cllr J Wright proposed that the contractor 
should be asked to carry out the work.  This was seconded by Cllr M Pead and voted for 
unanimously in favour by members.

The clerk also reported that work on the drainage around the Mobilus would begin soon.  
A site meeting with a representative of the football club, to establish whether any services 
crossed this area was being arranged before the work commenced. 

It was also reported that the area was attracting youths at night and there had recently 
been an incident of vandalism.  The clerk was asked to make enquiries about the cost of 
installing a motion sensitive floodlight and whether it might be possible to connect this 
up to existing services.
8.
ENVIRONMENT
a) St Nicholas Church graveyard.  The Chair reported that he would discuss the matter with the new Rector after he takes up his duties on 29th April 2009.

b) Parking on verges in Luthers Close.  Traffic Wardens have recently visited the area around the school and issued tickets to offending vehicles.  An estimate to install posts and rails to prevent parking on the grass verges in Luthers Close had also been received and pre-circulated to members. After discussion it was agreed that work should go ahead to install the posts and rails and that a letter should be sent to all residents affected to advise them that the work was being carried out. This was proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr J Wright and voted for by members 8 in favour, 1 against.
c) Swan Lane sewerage main renewal.  The clerk reported that he had been in contact with Thames Water regarding reinstatement of the area following the recent sewerage main renewal.  The clerk was asked to contact Thames Water again to stress the urgency of restoring the posts as soon as possible.
d)  Village Society – planting of a silver birch tree.  The clerk had received a request from the Village Society regarding the planting of a silver birch tree to mark their 25th anniversary.  Three sites had been suggested, near the millennium stone, at Swan Pond and at the Eagle Lane/Ongar Road junction.  After consideration of all three sites the Parish Council decided that it was in favour of the site near the millennium stone. 
e) Youth Facilities Group.  At a recent meeting it had been decided to hold a surgery to invite youths to come and tell councillors what activities and facilities they would like to see in the village.  It was agreed to hold this in the Committee Room at the Village Hall on Saturday 2nd May 2009 between 10.00am and 12.00pm.  It was agreed that posters should be placed on noticeboards and flyers made available at the Post Office and Nisa Stores to advertise this.

f) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – It was reported that detailed plans would be submitted to BBC next month. 
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a)  Balances / Management of Accounts
Community Account balance as at 13/3/09 


£20,010.78

(plus income since last meeting


+ £26,444.50)

(less cheques issued following last meeting

-  £8,477.42)





 (Estimated balance at 16/4/09 = £37,977.86)
Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,280.26

(includes £7.19 interest received for 8/12/08 to 1/3/09)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Jims Home Services
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	S Darnley The Eagle PH
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Abacus Tree Services
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	TS Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	Mews Cottage Mowers
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Half Year Precept & Grant
	25,904.50

	
	Total
	26,444.50

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	EALC
	Training Course (CiLCA)
	350.00

	K Roast
	Swan Pond litter (quarter)
	70.00

	R D Potter
	Odd Jobbers (March)
	144.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Dog Waste & litter collection 2008/09
	2452.89

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & correspondent
	108.40

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Black Waste Sacks 2008/09
	3116.05

	EALC
	Annual Subscription
	434.80

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area Maintenance
	130.00

	Kelvedon Hatch Football Club
	Grant
	5000.00

	D Munro
	April Salary
	964.88

	HMRC
	April Tax & NI
	444.76

	
	Total
	13,215.78

	
	
	


b)
To approve payment of invoices received. Payment of invoices and accounts as detailed 
above was approved unanimously. 
c) Payment of £5,000.00 grant to Kelvedon Hatch Football Club.  This application was approved in January 2008, but the Parish Council retained the money until the funds were required by the football club.  Work has now commenced on the new changing rooms and a request for the release of the money has been received. Payment was therefore approved.
d) To consider increase in Oddjobbers hourly rate.  Notification had been received to the effect that hourly rates were being increased in April 2009 and again in October 2009.


To ensure that best value for money was being obtained, the clerk was asked to make 
enquiries to find out the rates charged by others.

e) Annual Parish Meeting arrangements.  The Village Hall (Main Hall) has been booked for the evening of Tuesday 19th May 2009.  Discussions took place regarding what sort of format the evening might take.
f) Fund Raising event.  Although this item has been on the agenda for the last two meetings, no proposals have been forthcoming.  It was agreed to drop this from the agenda and to leave fund raising events to the school and church.
g) To arrange a Finance Committee meeting to consider 2008/09 figures and to review the effectiveness of internal audit.  It was agreed to hold a Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday 5th May 2009 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room at the Village Hall. 
10. VILLAGE HALL 
It was reported that considerable correspondence had taken place regarding new wording of the Hire Agreement, Clause 10 relating to the Parish Council’s responsibilities upon termination of the agreement.  New wording of Clause 10 was discussed and eventually agreed, proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and voted on unanimously in favour by all members.  This new wording would be presented to the Trustees, who were having a meeting on 21st April 2009, and if agreed, the clerk was asked to seek further legal advice from Landons solicitors.  If this was acceptable it was hoped that the agreement could be signed within the next few weeks.
11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  It was reported that £22,000 had been granted for improvements to the playground and other facilities at the school.  
c) BBPCA – It was reported that a meeting was held on 23rd March 2009 at which the future of the precept and discretionary grant was discussed.  Concern was also expressed about whether the parishes were paying twice for many of the services provided but charged for by BBC.
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No meeting
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  It was reported that a training session to assess priorities was being provided for councillors on 18th May 2009 at 7 pm, Town Hall.
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report.
13.
PUBLICITY
a)
Village News –   Because of the shift of the parish council meeting in April (because the 
regular meeting would have fallen on Good Friday) it was not possible to produce the 
normal Parish Pump article before the print deadline.  The clerk had therefore prepared 
an Annual Report summary of the Parish Council’s activities over the past year to meet 
this deadline.  It was agreed that the rota for councillor’s contributions for the Parish 
Pump article in future months would shift back a month. 
 b) Website –  It was suggested that the “Monthly Bulletin” heading should be amended to 
read “Parish Pump” to reflect the fact that this was a copy of the latest Parish Pump 
article in the Village News. 

14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
It was reported that the BBC issued “Vision” magazine had not been received promptly and that many of the articles and events advertised were out of date by the time of receipt.  It was also stated that many people had not received the magazine.

It was also reported that one of the councillors had witnessed the fact that only one of the two litter bins at the Play Area had been emptied on a recent occasion.

A further request was made to remove the dog waste bin in Eagle Lane.
15.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	25/03/2009
	BRW/152/09
	Farrington Garden Centre, Ongar Rd. KH, CM15 0JX
	Portacabin at rear of Site
	No objections provided two adverts are removed from highway boundary fence. In addition we have previously requested enforcement action concerning the high and large banner advert within the site.


16.
PUBLIC SESSION
The meeting was suspended at 10.35 pm to allow for the above item.

There were no further items.  
The public session ended at 10.35pm
17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 8th May 2009 at 8.00pm at the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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