KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 9th April 2010 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire and Cllr S Saunders 
             Also in attendance 8 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr C James and Cllr J Wright.

At this point of the meeting, the Chairman, with the agreement of all members present, brought forward item 9d of the Agenda.
9d.
CO-OPTION TO FILL VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

At the last meeting David Stacey had put his name forward for co-option to fill the 
vacancy for councillor.  The Chairman reported that his details had been checked with the 
Electoral Services Officer at Brentwood Borough Council and they had no objection to his 
co-option.  Chairman, Cllr R North therefore proposed that David Stacey be appointed as a 
councillor of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr S Saunders and voted for by 
members unanimously in favour.  David Stacey then signed the declaration of acceptance of 
office in the presence of the clerk (Proper Officer) and took up his position on the council. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


None 

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.10pm to allow for this item

Cllr K Parker, BBC member reported that he had now welded the bolts on the Play Area gates to prevent them being removed by vandals; an item discussed at previous meetings. It was reported that the Village Hall, Main Hall floor had been sanded and re-varnished.

It was also reported that the skylight window of the toilets in the Village Hall had been damaged and that a display of daffodils had been destroyed.  The question was raised about whether the village could be afforded the same protection as Doddinghurst, i.e. a dispersal order, to prevent the gathering of youths.  Residents experiencing problems should report them directly to the police.  The clerk was asked to find out from the police what progress was being made towards this.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.20pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12th FEBRUARY 2010 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 12th March 2010 were agreed by members and signed by the Chair, after correction of a typographical error with the date in item 9e which stated the date as 20010 instead of 2010. 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

The clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing items.

Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the Agenda.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.  – 

-
The Annual Inspection report has been circulated to members.  The report 
highlights the fact that most of our equipment is old and in some instances does not 
conform to the modern standards that have been introduced since the equipment was 
installed.  The comments made in the report were considered one by one and appropriate 
action was decided upon.

-
It was confirmed that Associated Surfaces & Materials have resurfaced the area 
around the roundabout and will shortly be putting down a similar surface at the swings.

8.
ENVIRONMENT

a) Swan Pond Restoration. Chairman, Cllr R North reported that he had had a meeting 
with John Whelpdale, BBC regarding the ownership and maintenance of Swan Pond. It 
would appear that BBC are only of the opinion that they own the pond and they will 
conduct a search with Land Registry to confirm if this is the case.  If this is established, 
John Whelpdale will investigate how to hand over ownership and will supply the council 
in 
the meanwhile with a letter agreeing to hand over the maintenance of the pond, so that we 
may produce this to secure the Communities Initiative Fund grant.

b) Affordable Local Housing Survey – no new information. 

c) Relocation of Doctors Surgery – nothing new to report 
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting (12/3/10)
   
 £10,502.00


(plus income since last meeting



+            £24,949.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-
   £2,400.99)


(less cheques issued since last meeting


-
   £1,138.37)





    
 (Estimated balance at 9/4/10 = £31,911.64)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


             £24,292.74


(Includes Interest received 7/12 to 7/3 - £3.03)


Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	S R Carter
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	1st half Grant & Precept
	24874.00

	
	Total
	24949.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	Associated Surfaces & Materials
	Resurfacing at Play Area Roundabout
	922.37

	K J Saunders
	Litter picking (February)
	216.00

	
	Total
	1138.37

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	EALC
	EALC & NALC Subscription
	445.43

	J E Dobre
	Village News Editor & Correspondent
	100.00

	DBS Trust SA
	Eagle Field licence fee (1999/2000 to 2008/2009 and 2010/2011)
	11.00

	K Roast 
	Litter picking Swan Pond 

(Q/e 31/3/10)
	70.00

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance
	155.00



	D Munro
	April Salary 
	1026.57

	HMRC
	April Tax & NI
	483.81

	
	Total
	2291.81



b) To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.  Payment of cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and voted for by members unanimously in favour.  Signatories were instructed to sign the cheques.

c) Annual Risk Assessment and Internal Audit Review.  It was reported that the Chair, Cllr R North, the Vice Chair, Cllr C James and the clerk had met on 17th March to carry out this review.  Documents relating to the assessment and the outcome of the review were circulated to members and the Chair explained the process. It was agreed that there was nothing in either the risk assessment or our internal financial procedures which gave cause for concern.  No special instructions were thought necessary for our internal auditor.

d) Co-option to Fill Vacancy for Councillor.  This item dealt with earlier in the meeting.

e) Date of the Annual Parish Meeting.  At the last meeting it was suggested that this should be held on Wednesday 19th May 2010.  The Village Hall is not available on this date so the Chair has called for this meeting to be held on Monday 24th May 2010 at 8.00pm in the Main Hall.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - Nothing to report
b) Community Primary School – It was reported that a separate entrance to the nursery will have to be created. 
c) BBPCA – No meeting. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – No meeting.
e)   Highways Localism Initiative – Nothing to report.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Coombs reported that the survey of 3 parishes was nearly finished and a report will be 
submitted to see what funding can be obtained.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News – Nothing to report.

 b)  Website – Nothing to report.
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
With our entry into the Best Kept Village competition in mind, Cllr S Saunders stated that our seats, noticeboards and the village sign pole needed re-varnishing. The clerk was asked to get maintenance on this undertaken as soon as possible. 

Cllr C Jardine reported that the Community Speed Watch was being re-launched.
Cllr Y Maguire brought to the attention of the meeting the fact that  2 martial arts instructors from the Kime Ki Martial Arts Academy who are based in the Village Hall have recently been honoured at a Munich awards ceremony.  Michael Green picked up the Instructor of the Year (UK) award and senior chief instructor Peter Green was awarded Master of the Year (UK). Our congratulations to the individuals concerned and to the Kime Ki Martial Arts Academy.
14.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	19/03/2010
	BRW/174/2010
	Enderley, School Road, KH, CM15 0DL
	Erection of Two Storey Dwelling and Detached Garage
	We have no objection to the development in principle but we have concerns about the proposed position of the entrance being on or extremely close to a sharp bend in a very narrow road.


15. PUBLIC SESSION

An opportunity for members of the public to comment on items carried forward.
The meeting was suspended at 9.34 pm to allow for the above item.

It was pointed out that the road narrows sign requested for School Road had still not been erected.  It was queried whether other traffic calming measures might be considered as the speed of vehicles had reduced recently during the gas main renewal.
It was reported that there was dog fouling in the walkthrough between Gloversfield and Kelvedon Green.  There was a dilapidated notice there and it was pointed out that part of the surface was falling apart.

Comment was made that potholes do not seem to be mended properly or permanently with the result that many of them have to be repaired several times over. 
The public session ended at 9.42pm

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting.  This will be held on Friday 14th May 2010 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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