KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 8th April 2011 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr R North, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr D Stacey and Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 7 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr D Loten
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -

Cllr M Coombs

K H Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

Cllr C James

K H Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal
4.
REPORTS FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBERS & QUESTIONS FROM       
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Meeting suspended at 8.04pm for this item.

Cllr Ann Naylor, ECC member reported that she was in contact with the Sustainable 
Travel Information Manager at ECC in an effort to obtain a composite bus timetable for 
all the bus services in Kelvedon Hatch. 

Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member reported that officers at BBC will be on duty over the 
coming bank holidays should there be any problems with travellers on the move.

A member of the public asked whether permission had been obtained to pollard poplar 
trees at the rear of a property in Fox Hatch in Eagle Field.  Cllr C James responded that 
the trees were not subject to a preservation order and no permission was therefore 
required. The parish council was consulted prior to the decision. 


Another member of the public informed the meeting that he had been in contact with the 
Dog Warden who had informed him that his main function was to catch stray dogs.  
However, if he caught someone dog fouling they would be fined.

 
This session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.27pm
5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 11th 
MARCH 2011 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 11th March 2011 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6.
CLERKS REPORT

a) The clerk reported that he had carried out an End of Year reconciliation of income and 
expenditure has been carried out.  A provisional statement was circulated to members 
showing total income of £66,953.31 and expenditure of £58,548.99. Closing balances 
were Community Account £15,429.84 and Base Rate Tracker Account £24,304.86 – 
Total £39,734.70.


Bank Statements were awaited before a bank reconciliation can be carried out and 
accounts finalised.


b) The clerk reported that an End of Year Annual PAYE return had also been prepared 
and submitted online to HM Revenue & Customs.


c) The clerk reported that our Best Kept Village Competition entry for 2011 had been 
completed and submitted.


d) It was also reported that the planned litter pick of Blackmore Road, beyond the 
residential area towards School Road, was cancelled following advice from BBC that it 
was too dangerous for non-trained volunteers to carry out.  The clerk had therefore asked 
 
BBC carry out a litter pick of this area and also the Ongar Road beyond the church 
towards Ongar.  The litter pick team are currently involved in distributing refuse 
collection timetables and refuse sacks for 2011/12, but once this has been completed the 
clerk will be advised of when this might happen. 

  
Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the agenda. 
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.   

The Annual Safety Inspection report highlighted the following low or very low risk 
items:


i) Railings – bolts missing on one section.  (This has already been rectified by the clerk.) 

ii) Bark – Needs topping up to 200mm in some areas.  This was last topped up in the 
autumn.  None of the comments on the individual items of play equipment say that the 
bark surface around them is insufficient.  J & S Garden Services will be asked to rake 
over the bark and it will again be topped up in the autumn.

iii) Hex Swing – bolts on seats need tightening. (This has already been rectified by the 
clerk.)              -  bushes are worn. The bushes are worn only slightly and have been 
identified as low risk.  Decided to monitor use. 

iv) Cable Runway – Wire needs retensioning



        
     - Chain sheath needs replacing

Both these items were replaced last year by Gym Fix Team. They have been asked to 
provide a quote for retension of the wire and advice will be sought from them regarding 
replacement of the chain sheath.

v)  Double Yellow Swing – bushes are worn.  The bushes are worn only slightly and have 
been identified as low risk. Decided to monitor use. 

vi) Small Infant’s Slide  -  Finger hazard at roof.  This has never been mentioned in any 
previous reports and it has been like this for the last 20 years or more. It has been 
identified as very low risk.  Decided to monitor use. 

vii) Mobilus – Grass matting missing, surface needs attention.  A small piece of ground 
outside of the area covered by the matting has become worn and is no longer covered by 
grass.  J & S Garden Services will be asked for advice on what might be done to remedy 
this. 
8.
ENVIRONMENT
a)  Youth Recreational Facilities.  The Chairman advised that there was nothing further to report on Mr Parrish’s plans.  However, he did report that the Youth Bus had recently arrived at the Village Hall without announcement and there were problems gaining access to the car park.  The organizers will be writing to the Village Hall Trustees and the parish council regarding use of the car park. 

b)  Swan Pond restoration.  The clerk reported that he had been in contact with Rebecca 
Banks, Essex Biodiversity who has advised that Monday 23rd May 2011has been 
arranged with the school for the wildflower planting day.  She has also supplied a list of 
the plants that are required for the pond.  The clerk will shortly be ordering and reserving 
these for delivery nearer the date.

c)  Bridleway 1 (School Road)  The clerk reported that Mike Dun who was dealing with 
this request for a litter bin is no longer at BBC. He will be taking this up with Martin 
Hurst, his successor to ensure that it is not forgotten.


d)  St Nicholas Church – litter container.  Cllr C Jardine advised that the church had 
decided to get a commercial wheelie bin from BBC.

e) Planting of additional daffodil bulbs outside the church.  This item was raised by Cllr J 
Wright.  After discussion it was agreed that bulbs should be planted on the Ongar Road 
verge outside the church. Proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr J Wright with all 
members unanimously in favour.
9.
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting 11/3/11
£16,574.25


(plus income since last meeting



+           £  1,205.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-         
£  1,919.41)


(less cheques issued since last meeting


-
£     205.00)





            (Estimated balance at 8/4/11   = £15,654.84)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


             £24,304.86

    
(includes £3.03 interest received 6/12 to 6/3)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	J A Brindley Sports Massage (new)
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Pagan Marketing
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Chelmer Chimney Services
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	MJS Construction (Essex) Ltd
	Re-imbursement for Fred Allen memorial bench
	230.00

	Chelmsford Plumbing & Heating Ltd
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	AW Home Maintenance
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Mills & Sons
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	R A Morris (new)
	Village News Advert
	300.00

	Matts Minibus
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	AA Carpets
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Village Taxis
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	
	Total
	1205.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	K Roast
	Litter Clearing Swan Pond
	50.00

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance
	155.00

	
	Total
	205.00

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	EALC
	Annual Affiliation Fee
	467.57

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance
	90.00

	Evergreen Assessments Ltd
	Litter picking, seats & shelters and maintaining planters
	406.98

	J E Dobre
	V News editor & correspondent
	100.00

	D Munro
	April salary
	791.86

	HMRC
	April Tax & NI
	308.38

	
	Total
	2164.79



b)  To consider and approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.

Payment of invoices and cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr C James and approved unanimously by members.  Signatories were instructed by the Chair to sign the cheques.


c)  To consider the Effectiveness of Internal Audit and Annual Risk Assessment (papers circulated to members with agenda).  After discussion it was agreed that the clerk should consult members individually on this and report back at the next meeting.

d) Parish Council Elections update.  The deadline for receipt of nominations was noon on 
Monday 4th April 2011.  The Chairman advised that as only 9 nominations had been 
received for the 11 vacancies on the parish council the election of these 9 people to the 
posts is uncontested and a notice has been received from the Returning Officer to advise 
that these people are duly elected.  Three Councillors, Chris Jardine, Brian Ewens and 
Colin Ewens have decided not to stand for re-election and the Chairman paid special 
thanks to them for their efforts and participation over the last four years.  It was agreed 
that the clerk should write to them personally to express the gratitude of the council.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

a)  Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - Nothing to report.

b)  Community Primary School –  Nothing to report.

 
c)  BBPCA – The next meeting will be held on 6th June 2011.

d)  Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  Nothing to report.


e)  Highways Localism Initiative -  Nothing to report.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Cllr M Coombs reported that he involved in talks with farmer Scott Norris regarding improvements to a footpath on his land.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –  It was reported that the Village News editor had been approached by 
Doddinghurst Catholic Church regarding publicity of their events and news items. It was 
agreed that as this is the nearest Catholic Church it would be of interest to residents of the 
village and should be allowed.
 b)
Website – Nothing to report 
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
- Cllr D Stacey requested again that posters should be put up on noticeboards regarding the Best Kept Village Competition asking people not to throw litter.  The clerk advised that he had this in hand.
-  Cllr C James asked whether the Village Sign was located in the most appropriate place and suggested somewhere more central in the village.  Item to be put on next agenda for discussion.

 - Cllr M Coombs asked that the dates of future meetings be put on the next agenda for discussion.

- Cllr B Ewens reported that the VAS sign on the Ongar Road needs recalibrating as it appears to light up when it shouldn’t and it doesn’t light up when it should.  The clerk will report this to ECC Highways Department.
- Cllr S Saunders reported that the bus shelter at Frog Street needed some attention and repair.  The clerk agreed to investigate what was required.
14.
PLANNING


Cllr C Jardine updated the meeting on Planning Applications received or dealt with since 
the last PC meeting:

	26/02/11
	BRW/112/2011
	Cow Farm, Frog Street, KH, CM15 0JJ 
	Agricultural Building for Hay and Straw Storage
	No Objections

	05/03/11
	BRW/116/2011
	Deep Cover, Crown Road, KH, CM14 5TB 
	Front Porch and Chimney Stack, Rendering of External Walls with Brick Plinth, New Windows And Doors
	No Objections

	06/04/11
	BRW/226/2011
	3 Chandlers Walk, KH, CM15 0XL
	Front Extension to Dwelling
	To be considered



Cllr C Jardine also reported that he had attended the last BBC Planning Committee 
meeting at which our referral of the planning application for the White House, Ongar 
Road was heard.  Cllr Jardine had spoken in favour of the application, but the end result 
was that the application was refused with BBC refusing to deviate from the Green Belt 
policy.
15.
PUBLIC SESSION

Meeting suspended at 9.50pm for this item.


-  There were no questions or further comments from members of the public.
Meeting resumed at 9.50pm

      16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting. This will be held on Friday 
13th May 2011 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon 
Hatch.
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