KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 13th February 2009 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine,  Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr S Saunders
             Also in attendance 7 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C Ewens, Cllr M Pead, Cllr J Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)


Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

Cllr A Naylor, ECC member reported that clarification had been received about the bus stops at the nuclear bunker.  The proposal was for additional stops, not re-location of existing ones.
The matter of drainage outside Manitoba, School Road was raised again. Following the snow and ice in recent weeks it had become particularly dangerous. The clerk advised that he had reported this to BBC several times, the last time being on 11th February 2009 when he was advised that they would look at it urgently.
Cllr Y Maguire advised that an interesting article regarding Wildflowers would be in the Village News and the topic would be on the agenda for discussion at the next Environmental Committee meeting.

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.13pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 9th JANUARY 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 9th January 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing matters.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

The Annual Inspection has been carried out and the report has been circulated to
members.  There are several low risk items requiring attention which it was agreed to ask 
our local regular contractors to undertake.  Some items however 
may require specialist 
skills, eg. adjustments to the Cable Runway. 

8.
ENVIRONMENT
a)  St Nicholas Church graveyard.  The Chair reported to the meeting the information he had obtained about other graveyards in the area and the alternatives open to us.  It was agreed that he should meet with Mr M Parrish, the owner of the land adjoining the graveyard to explore the possibility of acquiring a plot of land.

b) Roundabouts on A128 Ongar Road.  Members expressed disbelieve that the cost of roundabouts at Crown Corner or at Blackmore Rd would cost between £350,000 and £400,000 each.  Information received indicated that in addition to the actual construction costs, a roundabout, or even a mini roundabout, could only be sited where there was a 30mph speed limit and street lighting. It was agreed to write to the West Area Highways Authority to establish the breakdown of costs.
c) Luthers Close.  Cllr C James advised that he had met with a local contactor to assess the situation of parking on the grass verges. Suggestions had been made regarding the advantages and disadvantages of installing posts or grass mats.  It had also become apparent that it was not just casual parkers delivering their children to school that caused the problem, but several of the residents also parked on the grass verges.   It was also pointed out that enforcement of the parking restrictions were rarely carried out, (now a responsibility of BBC, not the police) and that the Village Hall car park had been offered to parents (free of charge). The clerk was asked to contact BBC to request a regular presence of Traffic Wardens and it was agreed to repeat the request in the Village News for parents to exercise responsible parking when dropping off or picking up children at the school. 

d) RCCE Best Kept Village of the Year Competition 2009.  Feed back from the 2008 competition indicated that the village had done very well in all categories, although failing to win recognition as winner or runner- up.  It was agreed that the village should enter again in 2009. Judging normally takes place between mid-May to mid-July.  We normally have an annual “Litter pick” morning on a Saturday morning in early May which gives the village a litter free boost.

Details of this year’s “Litter pick” will be publicised in the Village News and on Noticeboards.
e) Youth Facilities Group – no meeting yet held

f) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – The Chair reported that he and a number of Parish Councillors had attended a presentation regarding the proposed new location and facilities for the Doctor’s surgery.  He also reported that he will be meeting with the Chairs of other local Parish Councils affected by these proposals to attempt to get some uniformity of response in support of the proposals. 
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a)  Balances / Management of Accounts
Community Account balance as at 14/1/09


£12,032.73

(plus income since last meeting


+ £345.00)

(less cheques issued following last meeting
-  £6,656.01)





     (Estimated balance at 13/2/09 = £5,721.72)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £39,273.07

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	JKF Buckley
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	LA Ketley
	Village News Advertisements
	30.00

	IF Harcourt
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	P W Keene Ltd
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	TS Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	Total
	345.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	V News printing (x2)
	616.00

	RCCE
	Housing Needs Survey (printing costs)
	132.00

	Play Inspection Company Ltd
	Annual Inspection
	115.00

	RD Potter
	Oddjobbers Dec & Jan invoices
	352.19

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire 13/2/09
	24.15

	D Munro
	February Salary
	962.35

	HMRC
	February Tax & NI
	450.24

	
	
	

	
	Total
	2,651.93

	
	
	


b)
To approve payment of invoices received. Payment of invoices and accounts as detailed 
above was approved unanimously. 
c) To consider the venue of future Parish Council Meetings. Cllr S Saunders presented to the meeting a seating plan indicating that the full Parish Council meetings could be held in the Committee Room at the Village Hall.  It was agreed that the new location would be more central within the village, would work out cheaper, and might attract a few more attendees.
d)
To consider combining the Annual Parish Meeting with a social event.  This was suggested at the last PC meeting.  It was though that if the Annual Parish meeting was combined with a social event, more people might be interested and give opinions about what they want in the village.  Discussions about the detail of what might happen at this meeting, apart from the formalities of the Annual Parish Meeting will be discussed at future meetings but it was agreed that the Village Hall (Main Hall) should be booked for the evening of for 19th May 2009.
10. VILLAGE HALL 
The clerk advised that he had been in contact with Business in the Community (BITC - one of the Prince of Wales’ charities) about the pro bono assistance requested (and accepted) for help in drawing up the rental/hire contract with the Village Hall Trustees for the rent /hire of Poor’s Field.

This matter is now urgent and the clerk was asked to follow this up urgently.
11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  The last meeting was cancelled because of the weather. 
c) BBPCA – Cllr R North reported that at the next meeting will be held on 23/3/09
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No meeting
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  Nothing to report 
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report.
13.
PUBLICITY
a) Village News –   It was suggested that we ought to try to increase circulation (and 
therefore revenue) by wider circulation.
b) Website – the clerk reported that the Freedom of Information documents were now 
available on the website.
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Cllr Y Maguire suggested that the Parish Council should consider some sort of fund raising activity and asked that this was put on the agenda for discussion at our next meeting. 

Cllr S Saunders reported that he had calculated the amount represented by administration and essential costs, i.e. the amount it costs the Parish Council to exist, as £25,000 which equates to approximately £25.00 per household.  This amount of money has to be raised through the precept before any other expenditure is even considered.

Cllr C James mentioned the amount of damage that was being caused during the replacement of the sewerage main in Swan Lane and asked the clerk to ensure that it was re-instated to its former state.

15.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:

	LB/BRW/54/2008
	Kelvedon Grange, Ongar Rd, KH CM15 0LA
	Internal Alterations
	No Objection


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.55 pm to allow for the above item.


It was reported that there were drainage problems in Kelvedon Hall Lane between 
Germains Farm and the bungalow and on the A128 Ongar Road between Pump House 
and Kelvedon Grange.  The clerk confirmed that these will be reported to BBC.

Cllr K Sparling asked that if support for the new doctor’s surgery was agreed, that we 
could write to BBC Planning Department indicating our support in principle for the 
project.  Details of design and access etc. can be sorted out at a later stage.

The public session ended at 10.00pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 13th March 2009 at 8.00pm at the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
PAGE  

