KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 11th February 2011 at 8.00 pm.
PART 1
Items which were considered with the public present at the meeting.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr N Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr R North, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr D Stacey and Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 3 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C Ewens.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -

Cllr M Coombs

K H Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

Cllr C James

K H Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal
4.
REPORTS FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBERS & QUESTIONS FROM       
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Meeting suspended at 8.05pm for this item.

ECC member not present.

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, advised that he had been approached again by agents acting 
on behalf of the owner of Manitoba, School Road regarding plans for the site.  It was 
reported that the PC had responded with an informal opinion to the letter and outline 
plans received from the agents.


Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member, reported that BBC intends to refuse the planning 
application for redevelopment of the White House, Ongar Road.  It was agreed 
unanimously that the PC wanted this application referred to the Planning Committee.  
Cllr McCheyne agreed to take this up on behalf of the PC.

This session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.15pm
5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 14th 
JANUARY 2011 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 14th January 2011 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6.
CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of items including:


a)  Repayment of £1,745.78 VAT had been received by BACS from HM Revenue & 
Customs for year ended 31 December 2010.

b)  The clerk has again been asked to be part of the Communities Initiative Fund judging 
panel for 2010/11.  This year’s applications will be judged at a meeting in the Town Hall 
on 15 February.


c)  Cllr C James has brought to the clerk’s attention the fact that the concrete base 
securing the Stocks is breaking up. A quote to reset the Stocks in concrete and lay cobble 
stones has been received for £270 +VAT from MJS Construction.  In view of the fact that 
this is urgent repair / maintenance work, and in order to prevent vandalism, after 
consultation with Cllr James, the clerk had given the go ahead for this work to be carried 
out. The work should be carried out early next week.


d)  The clerk had obtained information regarding Brentwood Community Transport’s 
Social Car and Minibus schemes and has copied this information into an article for the 
Village News and it has already been posted on the website.  In the last few days the 
clerk had also received information about a new service that will be commencing on 3 
May 2011.  A bus service will be running 5 times a day from Blackmore, via Hook End, 
Doddinghurst, Kelvedon Hatch, and Brentwood to Romford, Queens Hospital.  Posters, 
timetables and an article for the Village News and website are awaited. 

e)  An entry form has been received for this year’s Best Kept Village Competition.  It was 
confirmed that we wished to enter this again this year.
  
Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the agenda. 
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.   

Currently there are no items outstanding.  We are awaiting the Annual Safety Inspection 
report.  It is understood that many of the inspections were carried out last week.  BBC 
will pass this on to us as soon as it is received.

8.
ENVIRONMENT
a)  Youth Recreational Facilities.  The Chairman advised that he understood the junior football teams were interested in Mr. Parrish’s plans.  He had tried to contact Mr. Parrish, left messages, but no reply had been received. 

b)  Swan Pond restoration.  The clerk reported that the new litter bin has been received.  
We are awaiting a quote from MJS Construction to put down a concrete base for this next 
to the new seat outside the Dog & Partridge.  The seats have been ordered and are due for 
delivery within the next few days. 

The time will soon be due for the planting of flowers around the pond.  The clerk was 
asked to contact Rebecca Banks, Essex Biodiversity regarding the ordering of these and 
arranging a day for planting.


It was confirmed that there will be a litter clearing day around the pond and in the Swan 
Lane vicinity on Saturday 26th February 2011 at 10am.

c)  Bridleway 1 (School Road)  The clerk reported that work had commenced on our 
request for several litter bins around the village.  The bin at the entrance to the bridleway 
should be installed within the next few days.

d)  St Nicholas Church – litter container, state of the fencing.  It was confirmed that this 
matter was discussed at the last PCC meeting but no conclusions had been arrived at.  
The Chair will discuss this further with Revd. Mark James.
9.
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting 14/1/11

£20,747.71


(plus income since last meeting



+           £  2,210.78)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-         
£  2,612.50)


(less cheques issued since last meeting


-
£     628.63)





            (Estimated balance at 11/2/11 = £19,717.36)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account
 

             £24,301.83

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Cloverfields
	Village News Advert (BACS)
	75.00

	Innmore Gardens
	Village News Advert (BACS)
	75.00

	KH Landscapes
	Village News Advert
	15.00

	S Gunatilaka
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Natural Health Works
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	R P Smith
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	HMRC
	VAT Repayment (BACS)
	1745.78

	
	
	

	
	Total
	2210.78

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	Essex Arbiculture Ltd
	Swan Pond (removal of trees)
	628.63

	
	
	

	
	Total
	628.63

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Village News printing (2 mths)
	1000.00

	Mrs K Saunders
	Litter picking & Bus Shelter Cleaning (Dec & Jan)
	171.00

	MJS Construction (Essex) Ltd
	Gully grill Swan Pond
	276.00

	J E Dobre
	V News editor & correspondent
	100.00

	Glasdon UK Ltd
	Litter Bin Swan Pond
	284.73

	The Post Office
	100 x 2nd class stamps
	32.00

	
	
	

	
	Total
	1863.73



b)  To consider and approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.

Payment of invoices and cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr J Wright, seconded by Cllr C James and approved unanimously by members.  Signatories were instructed by the Chair to sign the cheques.


c)  Neighbourhood Planning Vanguard Scheme.  Further information about the scheme 
had been obtained.  The Chair advised that after further consideration it was clear that 
BBC required a partnership with a parish council with experience of larger scale planning 
and development projects.  In view of the very tight timescale no further action had been 
taken to pursue this.

d)  Public Information Seminars.  Cllr S Saunders reported that the first seminar had been 
organised for advice on Wills, Trusts, Probate and Power of Attorney for Thursday 24th 
February 2011 in the Committee Room at the Village Hall.  Invitations had been sent out 
and a good deal of interest had already been shown.   
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

a)  Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - It was reported that there was no 
outstanding work on the Hall.  It was also reported that the football club had held a very 
successful race night which raised several thousand pounds.

b)  Community Primary School –  Nothing to report.

 
c)  BBPCA – Nothing to report

d)  Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  A new bus service from the villages to 
Romford hospital is being introduced. (Already mentioned on the clerk’s report.)

e)  Highways Localism Initiative -  It was reported that schemes listed by the Highways 
Department included the resurfacing of Kelvedon Hall Road, Beacon Hill Road and 
Howard Lodge Road and footpaths in Kelvedon Green and Great Fox Meadow although 
no indication could be given on when this work might be carried out.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Cllr M Coombs reported that he and his volunteers had cleared Footpath 20, from Cow Farm, Frog Street to Broadmeadow making it easier to use.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –  Nothing to report.

 b)
Website – Now fully updated. 
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
- Cllr D Loten enquired about the future of the police station as it appeared to be vacant at the moment.
-  Cllr C James reported that he was meeting with the police on Sunday 13 February 2011 following a number of complaints he had received about youth’s behaviour.

- Cllr R North reported that he, Cllr C James and Cllr S Saunders had met with BBC Cllr Tony Sleep about double taxation in the parishes and that John Whelpdale, BBC was investigating and will report back.

- Cllr D Stacey enquired about what can be done to improve our chances in the Best Kept Village Competition.  Should we have a tidy up day?  It was agreed to carry this item forward for discussion at the next meeting.

14.
PLANNING


Cllr C Jardine updated the meeting on Planning Applications received and dealt with 
since last PC meeting:
	22/01/11
	AG/DET/BRW/1/2011
	Yard at Parsonage Farm, Ongar Road, KH, CM15 0LA
	Agriculural Barn for Hay Storage
	No Objections


15.
PUBLIC SESSION

Meeting suspended at 9.15pm for this item.


-  There were no questions or further comments from members of the public.
Meeting resumed at 9.15pm

      16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 11th March 2011 at 8.00pm 
in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
PART 2
Items which were considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

a.  REVIEW OF CLERK’S HOURS
The closed session of the Parish Council Meeting commenced at 9.20pm. 

After a short discussion the Clerk offered to absent himself for the “Review of the Clerks Hours”, this was accepted and the Chairman took the minutes.

It was resolved that the Clerk’s hours be set at 18.5 hours per week, which equates to 80.5 hours per calendar month.

In the event of extra hours being required, which cannot be accommodated in subsequent weeks and months, extra payments would be made, subject to authorisation by the Chairman/Vice Chairman/Personnel Committee, upon scrutiny of fully annotated timesheets provided by the Clerk.

The hours worked by the Clerk should be reviewed by the Personnel Committee at six monthly intervals and reported back to the full Council.  

A Personnel Committee will be elected at the next Parish Council Meeting on 11th March, 2011 and this item will be placed on the agenda for that meeting for consideration.  

It was noted that the annual leave agreed by NALC and the LCC was now 21 days per annum.  It was resolved that the Clerk should be available at his home address (office) for the core time of 9 hours a week on three days of the week (3 hours a day between 9am and 12noon).

Annual holiday should be authorised by the Chairman/Vice Chairman with one months notice for block holiday in writing/email.  This leave and other leave (including sick and compassionate) should be recorded.  Members of the Council agreed to all these points unanimously.  
After the Clerk returned to the meeting it was agreed that the “core” days would be Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and these would be advertised in the “Village News” and on the Parish Council’s Website.  The Clerk agreed that he would be available on the mornings of Parish Council meetings for consultation with members of the Parish Council for consultation. These new arrangements would commence from 1st March 2011.  
The Closed Session of the Parish Council Meeting finished at 10.10pm. 
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