KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 26th January 2007.

1.
PRESENT
Cllr. D. Hardy (Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. A. Davies, Cllr. V. Davies, Cllr. B. Hall,  Cllr. C. Jardine,              

E. Higgins, Parish Clerk. 

10 members of the public. 
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.      
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. D. Angel, Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. B. Ewens, Cllr. J. Kerry, Cllr. J. Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr. C. Brown

Planning



Prejudicial

Cllr. V. Davies

Village Hall



Prejudicial

Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal
       4.
PARISH PUMP CONTRIBUTORS


Parish Pump contributors were agreed as follows: -


January 2007 PC meeting
Cllr. V. Davies


February 2007 PC meeting
Cllr. B. Hall


March 2007 PC meeting

Cllr. C.Jardine
The meeting was suspended at 7.35pm to allow for questions from members of the public present and to receive a presentation from Brian Tytherleigh, Brentwood Citizens Advice Bureau. PCSO Moira Kennedy was also present to answer questions.

5.
PRESENTATION BY BRIAN TYTHERLEIGH, BRENTWOOD CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

6. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Apologies were received from Cllr. A Naylor, ECC member for Brentwood Rural.

Meeting resumed at 8.05pm

7. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 24TH NOVEMBER 2006 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 24th  November 2006 were approved and signed by the Chair. 
8. CLERKS REPORT
The clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters.
9. RISK MANAGEMENT
a. The clerk reported that although he had written to BT re emissions from the mast, no reply has yet been received. BBC have advised how householders can apply for a reduction in Council Tax bandings and details will be placed on the website and in Village News.

b. It was resolved to appoint ROSPA to carry out the annual inspection of the play area, Swan Pond and Eagle Field in May 2007 at a cost of up to £250.

c. ECC Highways are still considering a scheme re improvements along the stretch of road by Crown Corner, the estimated cost of which is £98000.

10. ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
a. The minutes of the Environmental Committee meeting of the 8th November 2006 were received.

b. Vehicle Activated Signs  - The speed survey along the Ongar Road by the junction with School Road did not provide sufficient evidence of speeding to justify a VAS at this location. An alternative location, subject to speed survey is being considered to the North of Church Road, close to the existing 40mph static sign. The VAS installation in Blackmore Road will go ahead, but not until the statutory 30mph limit is implemented along this stretch of road which, hopefully, will be by the end of March 2007.

c. Tree outside Ivylands, Swan Lane – This tree interfered with the electricity supply line to Ivylands resulting in a power loss for 4 days following recent high winds. It was resolved that this tree be trimmed back to avoid similar problems in the future.

11. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a. There was no Committee report
b. Balances: -

Community a/c  
£2400cr
BR Tracker a/c             £56375cr

c. It was resolved that the Cllrs. Hardy, Brown and Jardine form a selection panel to review applicants for the replacement Parish Clerk, interview suitable candidates and appoint a new Clerk as from 1st April 2007.

d. It was resolved to increase the precept by 5% and the 2007/8 precept will therefore be £7560. It was resolved also to authorise the Chair and Clerk to sign the precept form on behalf of the Parish Council.

e. It was resolved to make a grant of £300 to the Kelvedon Hatch Tennis club to support the cost of running coaching courses during 2007.

f. It was resolved to allow Essex Disabled People’s Association to park their vehicle opposite the Dog & Partridge pub in Swan Lane alongside the pond, for the purpose of providing a free blood pressure testing service.

g. It was resolved not to support a donation request from the Royal British Legion, Ongar Branch who are seeking to provide a new war memorial in Ongar.

h. It was resolved to renew the SLCC membership for 2007 at a cost of £105.

i. It was resolved to renew the membership of the Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association at a cost of £50.

j. It was brought to Members attention that offices for rent are available in Swan Lane and these may be suitable to use as a Parish Room. It was resolved that the Clerk should make further enquiries re accommodation, terms etc and report back at a later meeting.

k. It was resolved to continue suspending each PC meeting for a single period to allow for public questions. Such questions will be taken during the early part of each meeting.

l. Councillors expressed their disappointment that the proposed Sunday and evening bus service routes do not include Kelvedon Hatch at all and it was resolved that the Clerk should write a strong letter to the Brentwood Bus Survey Administrators putting the case to extend either route A or B to our village.

m. It was resolved (with one abstention) to agree the increased rates paid to Oddjobbers to £7.50 per hour for grass cutting and £8.50 per hour for maintenance and repair work w.e.f. 1st April 2007.

n. Following the death of Alec Ketchell who litter picked the village for some years, it was resolved, on the request of the family, to make a donation from Chairman’s Allowance of £25 to ‘The British Heart Foundation’.

Cheques issued since the last meeting: - 

	31-Dec-06
	BBC
	101961
	654.01 

	
	
	

	2-Jan-07
	Eagle Public House
	101959
	28.11 

	2-Jan-07
	Classic Catering
	101960
	1,031.25 

	2-Jan-07
	SLCC
	101962
	105.00 

	2-Jan-07
	B/W Bus & Rail Users Ass
	101963
	50.00 

	2-Jan-07
	Kelhatch Press
	101964
	240.00 

	2-Jan-07
	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	101965
	203.50 

	2-Jan-07
	E Higgins
	101966
	630.78 

	2-Jan-07
	Inland Revenue
	101967
	282.51 

	26-Jan-07
	The Post Office
	101968
	32.00 

	26-Jan-07
	E Higgins (Gazette advert)
	101969
	246.75 

	26-Jan-07
	Alpha Signs
	101970
	2,708.38 

	26-Jan-07
	K Roast
	101971
	60.00 

	26-Jan-07
	LexisNexis
	101972
	48.00 

	26-Jan-07
	Inland Revenue
	101973
	282.51 

	26-Jan-07
	E Higgins
	101974
	630.78 

	26-Jan-07
	British Heart Foundation
	101975
	25.00 

	26-Jan-07
	Kelvedon Hatch Tennis Club
	101976
	300.00 


12. 2012 OLYMPICS

Councillors were advised that the Olympic mountain bike event will take place at Weald Park on Saturday, August 11th & Sunday, August 12th 2012. Access to the site will be by public transport including trains to Brentwood and a shuttle bus service to the park. There will be a vehicle / parking exclusion zone around the site with off site parking being available although this may incorporate ‘park and ride’ facilities. This subject has also been discussed at the West Essex Forum and will be included on the agenda at their meetings as more information becomes available.

      13.
 REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - nothing to report.
b. Community Primary School – The new classroom is excellent and will be brought into use shortly.
c. BBPCA – nothing to report.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – This Association is very active with regular meetings with BBC and the Rail Companies.  
       14.
 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
 No report 

 Cllr V. Davies declared a prejudicial interest in the next agenda item and left the meeting early.

15. VILLAGE HALL
a. The Clerk reported that he is still awaiting a response to our request for advice on Village Hall matters from EALC / NALC

b. Councillors discussed a proposal from Brentwood Borough Cllr. K.Parker to hold a joint meeting with then Trustees with an independent Chairman. It was agreed that, in principle the PC has no objection to a meeting but does not consider it appropriate to pursue this until the advice mentioned in minute 15a has been received

       16.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News – nothing to report.
b. Website – The website has been entered into a competition to find the best PC website in Essex.
17.  SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

The Village Hall has been booked for the Seniors party on 9th December 2007. It was resolved that we should also now book Classic Caterers to supply the food and Fred Allen to supply the jazz band entertainment

18. INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

No items were reported.

19.
PLANNING
a. The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings of the 27th October 2006 were   

       received.

b. The clerk advised that since the last PC meeting the following applications had been   

dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers: -

	17/11/2006
	TPO/BRW/147/2006
	Moreton, School Road, KH
	Fell one Lawson conifer
	CJ
	No objection

	21/11/2006
	LB/BRW/26/ 2006
	Germains Farm, Kelvedon Hall Lane, KH
	demolition of barns
	CJ
	No objection

	9/12//06
	AG/DET/BRW/3/2006
	Great Myles, Ongar Road, KH
	proposed extension to existing agricultural building for use as grain store and drying facility
	CJ
	No objection

	15/12/2006
	BRW/1088/2006
	The Owls, Eagle Lane, KH
	Double garage to side, first floor rear extension, single storey rear infill, extension and dormer window to front.
	CJ
	This application follows refusal of another recent application. It can be seen that an attempt has been made to lessen the impact of the first floor rear extension by 'stepping back' part of the extension and introducing revised proposals for the associated roof. However it is felt that these revisions make little difference as the stepping back, or inset, is only 500mm or approximately 1ft. 8in. We note that the opportunity has been taken to increase the size of the attached garage, thus eliminating a lounge window which may be to the detriment of current and future occupants. We remain concerned about the proposal for a vehicle sized door in the rear elevation of the garage, as this might facilitate the storage of vehicles in the rear garden. In summary, we are opposed on the basis of over development of the site, both with regard to the rear first floor extension and the size of the proposed garage, as well as the adverse impact on the visual amenity. The proposals for the rear garage door are an added concern.

	15/01/2007
	BRW/31/2007
	Langford Bridge Farm, Ongar Rd, KH
	Change of use of agricultural building to business use    (class B1)
	CJ
	No objection

	19/01/2007
	TPO/BRW/6/2007
	12 &16 Chandlers Walk, KH
	fell 18 sycamore trees
	BH
	We object. Removing these trees would damage the rural aspect of the area. The conservatory and porch at 11 Windmill Way are later additions to the property, and the foundations should have allowed for the existence of the nearby trees. 


20.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

23rd February 2007  

Part 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

There were no items for discussion under this heading
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