KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 11 January 2008 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr C Jardine (Chairman), Cllr C James (Vice Chair), Cllr C Brown, Cllr A Davies, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr D Hardy, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 7 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
none
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr D Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal
KH Community School


Personal

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church


Personal


Cllr S Saunders

KH Community School


Personal
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for the above items

Cllr. K Parker, BBC member, reported that there was to be a tightening up of the timescales for Parish Councils to comment on planning applications. He also advised that a dedicated email address was going to be provided to speed up the process of replying to BBC.
A number of other items were raised by members of the public and noted.

 The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.15pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 9th NOVEMBER 2007 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 9th November 2007 were approved and signed by the Chair.
6. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters.

7. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update. The Clerk reported that he was meeting a representative of BBC on  
22 January 2008 at the play area to discuss the replacement of a cracked swing seat 
and adjustment of the wire on the cable runway.


b) Emissions from the Water Tower mobile phone mast. The Clerk reported that he had 
responded to the offer by the operator (Vodafone) asking them to carry out a survey of 
emissions from the Water Tower mast. 

8. ENVIRONMENT
a. Cllr Y Maguire reported from the Environmental Committee meetings on 22 November 2007 and 3 January 2008.  Items reported on included a request to carry out a survey regarding the suitability of a Zebra crossing on the Ongar Road, the provision of signs advising owners to keep dogs on leads at Swan Pond and Eagle Field, the advice of the biodiversity expert about Swan Pond and also drainage at the Swan Pond.
b. Basketball Net & Low Football Wall. Cllr M Pead reported that no progress had been made on this because of other matters under consideration in relation to Poors Field. 
c. Parking on verges at rear of Swan Walk. The Clerk reported that he had now been advised by BBC to get a Services survey undertaken before they would consider undertaking the work.  BBC have been approached to see if they will carry this out.
d. Residents putting out Refuse Sacks too early. The Clerk reported that the Waste Management Officer at BBC had supplied an article for inclusion in the next edition of the Village News.
e. Cycle Track.  Cllr C Jardine advised that he had spoken to the owner of Poles Wood about siting of a cycle track but had had no response to date.  Further enquiries were also being made with another local farmer to see if he had any suitable land. 
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 14/12



£9,634.37


Business Base Rate Tracker Account




£48,083.21


(includes interest received (3/9 – 2/12)  £445.38) 
Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	SJ & JC Wells
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	C Pearce
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	
	
	

	
	Total
	60.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	DBS Trust SA
	Eagle Field Rent
	9.00

	RD Potter (OddJobbers)
	October invoice
	277.75

	D Munro
	December Salary
	888.58

	H M Revenue & Customs
	December Tax & NI
	448.37

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Oct & Nov V. News printing
	484.00

	JE Dobre
	V News & Correspondent
	130.00

	Argents Ltd
	Bulbs
	199.75

	Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall
	Room Hire
	222.73

	SLCC
	Annual Membership
	129.00

	RD Potter (OddJobbers)
	Nov & Dec Invoices
	487.75

	Classic Catering
	Seniors Christmas Party
	1080.00

	S Saunders
	Reimbursement Christmas Party (magician, drinks, chocs)
	305.27

	D Munro
	Reimbursement Christmas Party (jazz band, taxis)
	135.00

	K Roast
	Litter clearing Swan Pond
	60.00

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire 11/1/08
	23.25

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing (Oct 07)
	307.80

	D Munro
	Expenses & Admin (Jun 07 – Jan 08)
	68.18

	
	Total
	5256.43



b) Approval of payment of invoices received.

Invoices received for payment were mainly routine invoices except The Society 
of Local Council Clerk’s annual membership subscription and the 
invoices/reimbursements for the Seniors Christmas Party. Payment of invoices 
and reimbursements as detailed above were approved.


c) Review of Standing Orders.  Following on from the terms of reference for committees agreed at the last PC meeting, some minor amendments were proposed to the Standing Orders to reflect the amendments made to the Terms of Reference. These were proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr S Saunders and members voted unanimously in favour.
d) Consideration of Grant Applications.  

Kelvedon Hatch Tennis Club.  Before full consideration of this grant application 
members would like to see invoices and accounts.


Kelvedon Hatch Football Club.  The grant application was considered and it was 
decided that the sum of £5000 should be granted to the football club to assist with 
their plans to upgrade facilities. Proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr S 
Saunders with all members voting unanimously in favour. 

e) National Salary Award for Local Council Clerks.  A national pay increase has been negotiated for Local Council Clerks.  Details were circulated to members and Cllr C Jardine proposed acceptance from the Chair.  Members voted unanimously in favour.

f) Purchase of a Laminator.  It was resolved to purchase a laminator up to the value of £35.00 to protect Parish Council notices on the noticeboards. Proposed from the Chair by Cllr C Jardine and voted for by members unanimously in favour.
g) Circulation of documents.  This item had been raised by Cllr D Hardy who felt that there was too much unnecessary paperwork being circulated to members.  It was agreed that the clerk should be selective about this but to bring other items to PC meetings for members to examine and select.

10.   VILLAGE HALL    

The Working Party reported that they had met with the Village Hall Trustees on 25th 
November 2007 to discuss figures for rent and arrears so that an estimate could be put to 
the Finance Committee for inclusion in budget discussions.  Cllr D Hardy commented 
upon the way negotiations were going and was concerned about initial proposals and in 
particular Value for Money and comparison with other Authorities.  Cllr A Davies was 
concerned about the agreement that the football club have with the Trustees and how it 
might affect any agreement that the Parish Council might enter into. Cllr J Wright 
responded by saying that the figures quoted by the Village Hall Trustees were very 
reasonable compared with Local Authority charges and did represent Value for Money.
11.   SETTING OF BUDGETS & PRECEPT FOR 2008/2009

The proposed Budgets and Precept requirement submitted by the Finance Committee 
were considered by the full Parish Council. 
Proposed Budgets for 2008/2009 

	Item
	Budget

07/08
	Spend to Date
30/11/07
	Est. 07/08
Outturn
	Proposed

Budget 08/09

	Seats & Shelters

Bus Shelters, Seats, Notice Boards, Notice Board Map & maintenance


	1000
	175
	500
	750

	Cemetery (St Nicholas Church)


	1750
	2700
	2700
	2000

	Open Spaces

Recreation Spaces, Eagle Field, Planters, Footpath maintenance, Byway 14.


	4500
	1496
	2300
	4500

	Litter Clearing


	2500
	1630
	2000
	2250

	S 137 & Black Sacks


	3000
	75
	3000
	3000

	Swan Pond

Maintenance 

Renovation  (£2000)


	250
	34
	250
	2500

	War Memorial

Ground Maintenance & Cleaning


	500
	139
	250
	250

	Children’s Play Area

Inspection & Mowing (BBC), Repairs, Maintenance, Equipment Replacement
	5200

	1784

	2750

	5000


	Basketball Net & Wall


	N/A
	N/A
	0
	0

	Entertainment

(Seniors Christmas Lunch)

	1400
	0
	2000
	2000

	Publicity / Information

Village News & Website


	3450
	2188
	3972
	4000

	Election Fees provision
	2000
	1339
	1339
	350



	Capital Works

Highway Furniture
VAS/SIDs

Village Sign


	1000
	832
	1000
	2500

	Grants & Donations
	8050
	1383
	3000
	8000



	Village Hall
	5422
	0
	0
	5916



	Audit Fees (Internal & External)
	600
	675
	675
	750



	Salaries
	11000
	5721
	11997
	15500



	Employers NIC
	650
	338
	860
	1260



	Administration

(Postage, Stationery, Hire of Halls, Expenses)
	2500
	697
	2500
	2500



	Chairman’s Allowance
	0
	0
	0
	250



	Subscriptions

(EALC, BBPCA, CPRE, Brentwood Bus & Users Assoc., SLCC, RCCE)


	735
	560
	680
	750

	Insurance
	2000
	1858
	1858
	2000



	Training
	500
	150
	400
	500



	Miscellaneous
	0
	108
	200
	100



	VAT Payment
	2500
	919
	2000
	2500

	Totals


	60507
	24802
	46231
	69126



Cllr D Hardy proposed an amendment to “Remove the Village Hall item of £5916 from 
the budget and reduce the Parish Precept accordingly” this was seconded by Cllr A 
Davies and Cllr D Hardy requested a recorded vote. Cllrs A Davies, D Hardy and C 
Brown voted in favour of the amendment.  Cllrs M Pead, C Ewens, C Jardine, C James, 
Y Maguire, B Ewens, J Wright and S Saunders voted against the amendment.  Voting 
was therefore 3 in favour and 8 against the amendment.

	PRECEPT CALCULATIONS 2008/09
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance 1/4/07
	
	
	
	
	48590

	Plus Estimated total income (incl Grant & Precept) for 07/08
	
	
	
	
	39375

	Total amount available 07/08
	
	
	
	
	87965

	Less Estimated Actual spend 07/08
	
	
	
	
	46231

	Estimated Bank Balance 1/4/08
	
	
	
	
	41734

	Add anticipated income 08/09 (excl Grant & Precept)
	
	
	
	
	5000

	Amount available 08/09 before Grant & Precept
	
	
	
	
	46734

	Proposed Budget 08/09
	
	
	
	
	69126

	Deficit
	
	
	
	
	-22392

	Earmarked Reserve
	
	20000
	
	
	

	General Reserve
	
	10000
	
	
	

	Add total reserve required
	
	
	
	
	-30000

	Total amount needed to be raised by Grant & Precept 08/09
	
	
	
	
	-52392

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deduct amount of Grant from BBC 08/09
	
	
	
	
	21924

	Amount which needs to be raised by Parish Precept 08/09
	
	
	
	
	30468

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Divide by KH Parish Council Tax base for 08/09
	
	
	
	
	1078.2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Band D Parish Council Tax 08/09
	
	
	
	
	28.26

	
	
	
	
	
	



Cllr D Hardy proposed a further amendment to “Remove £10000 from the Earmarked 
Reserve, reduce the precept accordingly, and return the remaining £10000 of the 
Earmarked Reserve to the General Reserve”.  This was seconded by Cllr A Davies.  Cllr 
D Hardy requested a recorded vote.  Cllrs A Davies, D Hardy, C Brown and C Jardine 
voted in favour of the amendment.  Cllrs M Pead, C Ewens, C James, Y Maguire, B 
Ewens, J Wright and S Saunders voted against the amendment.  Voting was therefore 4 in 
favour and 7 against the amendment.


Cllr C Ewens proposed to accept the budget and precept as set out.  This was seconded by 
Cllr S Saunders. Cllr D Hardy requested a recorded vote.  Cllrs M Pead, C Ewens, C 
Jardine, C James, Y Maguire, B Ewens, J Wright and S Saunders were in favour.  Cllrs A 
Davies, D Hardy and C Brown were against.  The proposal was therefore passed with 8 
members voting in favour and 3 against accepting the budget and precept. 

Cllr D Hardy proposed “That this Council resolves to seek the advice of the Internal and 
External Auditors, to obtain an independent valuation, and to obtain legal advice before 
proceeding to make payments to the Village Hall”. This was seconded by Cllr A Davies.  
Cllr D Hardy requested a recorded vote.  Cllrs M Pead, A Davies, D Hardy, C Brown, C 
Ewens, C Jardine, C James, Y Maguire, B Ewens, J Wright and S Saunders were in 
favour.  There were no votes against. The proposal was therefore passed unanimously.

At 9.55pm Cllr D Hardy made a statement to the meeting stating that he, Cllr A Davies 
and Cllr C Brown were strongly opposed to the budget plans and the precept set as they 
did not believe that we were getting value for money.  The three members immediately 
withdrew from the meeting to consider their position.  

12.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative appointed.

b. Community Primary School – The PC representative had withdrawn from the meeting but Cllr. Saunders (a parent governor) reported that parents were organising to help with the creation of the sensory garden.
c. BBPCA – nothing to report.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – The PC representative had withdrawn from the meeting so nothing was reported at the meeting. (However, following the meeting it was reported that the next meeting of the Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association will be held on 21 January 2008.) 
   13.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Nothing to report. 
   14.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  Nothing to report 
b. Website – Comments were made about some pages being out of date.  The clerk agreed to rectify this as soon as possible.     
15.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a.  
Cllr M Pead suggested that she write letters of thanks to the suppliers that 
donated goods or items for the Seniors Christmas Lunch.  This was agreed. 
b.  
Cllr C James suggested that an article should be put in the Village News 
explaining how the precept is calculated and what it is spent on. This was agreed 
and Cllr S Saunders agreed to draft it on behalf of the PC. 

c. 
Cllr C Jardine informed the meeting that Ms Jo Ellis who is organising a High 
Ropes project based on poles wished to talk to Councillors about the project.  It 
was agreed to invite her to talk about this at the next PC meeting on 8th February 
2008. 

d. 
Next year’s Senior’s Christmas Lunch.  It was agreed that the Community 
Relations Group should make the necessary bookings for next year’s event and 
that arrangements to organise it and send out invites should start earlier next year.
16.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:

	22/11/2007
	BRW/1121/2007
	9 The Briars, Ongar Rd, KH
	Dormer Window to Rear and Rooflights to Front Elevation
	We have no objection to the rear dormer. However, we note that the front elevation of this locally historic row of cottages known as “The Briars” is generally unspoilt by significant alterations and we have some reservations about the proposed rooflights to the front of the elevation. This said, we note that the adjacent property had rooflights installed during recent renovations.
	Approved 
by BBC

	29/12/2007
	BRW/1223/2007
	36 Glovers Field, KH
	Single Storey Rear Extension and Porch to the Front
	(This application was being reviewed by members of the Planning Committee following the PC meeting.)
	


17.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.30 pm to allow for the above item.


 Some further comments were made and noted.
The public session ended at 10.35pm

18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 8th February 2008 in the Fane Hall, Church Road at 8.00pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
 KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Sessions at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 11th January 2008.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. Concern was expressed about the wide open entrance to the field on the south side of Blackmore Road near Brizes Corner. The chair of the Environmental Committee advised that we are already trying to contact the owner to point out the dangers of leaving it like this.
2. It was reported to the meeting that there were plans to relocate the Doctor’s Surgery from Outings Lane to Deal Tree Corner and would the PC support the plans.  As this is in the Doddinghurst PC area it is doubtful if the PC will be consulted at the planning stage, but it was agreed to put this on future agendas to keep the situation under review. 
3. It was reported that there had been a significant increase in the amount of vandalism in the area and the next Neighbourhood Police Meeting was being held at Tipps Cross Village Hall on 30 January 2008 at 7.30pm to discuss this.

4. Cllr K Parker, BBC member advised that there was another round of grant funding coming up available to PCs for Capital Projects. 
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