KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 9th January 2009 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine,  Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders
             Also in attendance 3 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr B Ewens, Cllr D Loten, Cllr J Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.04pm to allow for this item

Cllr A Naylor, EEC member reported that an application had been received to re-site the bus stop at the Secret Nuclear Bunker and that she would contact Planning and Highways departments to ensure that the PC was consulted.
A question was also raised in relation to vehicles causing damage by parking on grass verges.  It was suggested that matting could be fitted to verges that would allow grass to grow through but would prevent the verge being damaged.

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.14pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 14th NOVEMBER 2008 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 14th November 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk reported that most of the matters arising were on the agenda under their own 
headings.  He also advised that the annual VAT return and claim was due to be 
completed within the next few days.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

i) The Village Hall Trustees have now given permission for the drainage work around the 
Mobilus to be carried out.  Unfortunately, weather will probably prevent this from being 
undertaken until the Spring.

ii) The bark in the Play Area has now been topped up by J & S Garden Services and the 
area looks much better and is safer for children.

iii) The clerk reported that the annual RoSPA inspection should have taken place 
sometime in October or November under new arrangements entered into with Brentwood 
Borough Council.  The clerk is in contact with BBC to try and determine if the inspection 
has taken place and if so, when we might expect the report.

8.
ENVIRONMENT

a)  Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 8th January 2009.


Cllr Y Maguire reported on the main items discussed at the meeting.

b) Limited space remaining in St Nicholas Church graveyard.  It had been reported at a 
previous meeting that there were in the region of 12 burial plots left in the graveyard.  
Previous enquiries in 2004 with Mr Parrish, the adjoining landowner, over acquisition of 
additional land had been unsuccessful.  Cllr R McChayne, BBC member, undertook to 
raise the subject again with Mr Parrish. 

c) Youth Facilities. The working party has yet to meet.

d) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member, advised that 
submission of the plans had been delayed and they were now expected to be submitted to 
BBC in February.
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a)  Balances / Management of Accounts
Community Account balance as at 14/11/08


£35,569.97
(plus income since last meeting


+ £225.00)

(less cheques issued following last meeting
-  £23,429.88)





     (Estimated balance at 9/1/09 = £12,365.09)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £39,273.07
(includes £204.34 interest received for 8/9/08 – 7/12/08)
Transactions since last Meeting:
	Income
	
	

	Hatch Roofing Services
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	KDH Garden Maintenance
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	
	Total
	225.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	R North (reimbursement)
	Trophy Engraving
	19.90

	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreath
	16.50

	M T Pead (reimbursement)
	Raffle Prizes
	98.90

	
	Total
	135.30

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	D Munro
	December Salary
	962.35

	HMRC
	December Tax & NI
	450.24

	SLCC
	Annual Subscription
	133.00

	JE Dobre
	V News Editor & Correspondent
	130.00

	RD Potter
	Memorial Seat materials
	60.89

	RD Potter
	Oddjobbers November invoice
	315.00

	D Munro (reimbursement)
	Dell Printer Cartridges
	61.63

	CPA Horticulture Ltd
	Play Area Bark
	971.18

	Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association
	Annual Subscription
	50.00

	Classic Catering
	Seniors Christmas Lunches
	1160.00

	D Munro (reimbursement)
	Payment for Band at Seniors Christmas Lunch
	190.00

	D Munro (reimbursement)
	Payment for Minibus for Seniors Christmas Lunch
	40.00

	K Roast
	Litter Clearing at Swan Pond
	60.00

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire 9/1/09
	24.15

	D Munro (reimbursement)
	Printer Cartridges (V News editor & PC Photocopier)
	49.98

	JE Dobre
	V News Cover re-design
	15.00

	R North (reimbursement)
	Payment for Drinks at Seniors Christmas Lunch
	227.06

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area Bark & Maintenance
	 630.00

	D Munro
	January Salary
	962.35

	HMRC
	January Tax & NI
	450.24

	
	
	

	
	Total expenditure
	7078.37



b)
To consider a gift token as a token of thanks to Mike Bard for redesigning the Village 
News cover.  It was agreed unanimously to make payment of £15.00 to Jane Dobra, the 
Village News Editor, to purchase a gift token for Mike Bard. 
c)
To approve payment of invoices received. Payment of invoices and accounts as detailed 
above was approved unanimously.  It was also agreed that £15,000 should be moved 
from the Base Rate Tracker Account to the Community Account.

d)
To consider notification of 5% increase in Hire Charges for the use of the Village 
Hall.  It was agreed unanimously that the increase in Hire charges should be accepted.
e) Seniors Christmas Lunch.  Cllr M Pead reported that this had been a great success with many letters of thanks and appreciation being received.  The total cost of the event was £1,835.19, less the £100.00 donation from the Norris family, making a net total of £1,735.19 which was well within budget.  It was agreed unanimously that the event should be held again next year and a provisional booking of the Village Hall has been made for 13th December 2009. 
f) Dates of future PC meetings.  Following discussion at the last PC meeting about the possibility of changing the date of our PC meetings, an article was carried in the Village News asking for residents views.  The clerk reported that no responses had been received.

After further discussion and taking into account the dates of other Parish Council’s 
meetings, Cllr C James proposed that the dates of future meetings be changed to the 2nd 
Thursday in each month. This was seconded by Cllr M Coombs.  Members voted 3 in 
favour, 4 against and 1 abstention.  The resolution was therefore not passed.  
g)
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme.  The clerk explained that this had to 
adopted by all Councils from 1 January 2009.  A schedule of information available under 
the scheme and whether it would be available on the website, on paper, by email or in 
person had been pre-circulated for consideration.  This schedule would be put on our 
website with links to the documents that would also be available on the website.  Cllr C 
Jardine proposed that we adopt the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme and this 
was seconded by Cllr Y Maguire.  Members voted unanimously in favour of adopting it.

h)   Equality Policy Statement.  The clerk reported that this something listed as a document 
available under the Freedom of Information Publication Scheme, but he had been unable 
to find an existing one.  One had been prepared and pre-circulated.  Members voted 
unanimously to adopt this and make it available.

10. BUDGETS & PRECEPT 2009/2010


Cllr S Saunders as Chair of the Finance Committee presented the budgets for 2009/10 
after the Finance Committee had taken into account the budget requests of the 
Environmental Committee and recent decisions of the full PC affecting the budget 
requirements.  He stressed that every effort had been made to obtain value for money and 
keep the increase in the parish precept to a minimum.  The budgets and precept proposed 
were as follows:
	
	
	Actual Receipts 2007/08
	Budget 2008/09
	Received to Date 2008/09
	% of 2008/09 Budget
	Projected End of Year 2008/09
	Proposed Budget 2009/10

	Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parish Precept
	7560.00
	30468.00
	30468.00
	100
	30468.00
	32625.50

	
	Brentwood Grant (06/07 -30%)
	24665.00
	21924.00
	21924.00
	100
	21924.00
	19183.00

	
	Interest
	1639.77
	1000.00
	610.00
	61
	1000.00
	300.00

	
	VAT repayment
	1563.80
	1500.00
	
	0
	1745.00
	1600.00

	
	Village News Advertisements
	2985.00
	2500.00
	1875.00
	75
	2500.00
	2500.00

	
	Miscellaneous
	0.00
	0.00
	678.00
	Err:503
	678.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	38413.57
	57392.00
	55555.00
	97
	58315.00
	56208.50

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Actual Spend 2007/08
	Budget 2008/09
	Spend to Date 2008/09
	% of 2008/09 Budget
	Projected End of Year 2008/09
	Proposed Budget 2009/10

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Seats & Shelters
	200.00
	750.00
	259.00
	35
	350.00
	750.00

	
	Bus Shelters
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Seats 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Notice Board maintenance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cemeteries (St Nicholas)
	2700.00
	2000.00
	1800.00
	90
	1800.00
	2000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Open Spaces
	2224.00
	4500.00
	3895.00
	87
	4300.00
	4500.00

	
	Eagle Field grass & hedge cut }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Planters }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Bulb planting grass verges }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Footpaths }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Litter clearing
	2388.00
	2250.00
	1788.00
	79
	2380.00
	2500.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sect .137 LGA 1972 
	2785.00
	3000.00
	25.00
	1
	3000.00
	250.00

	
	(Included Black Refuse Sacks)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Swan Pond
	34.00
	2500.00
	0.00
	0
	0.00
	5000.00

	
	Maintenance }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Renovation }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	War Memorial
	181.00
	250.00
	83.00
	33
	200.00
	250.00

	
	Ground maintenance }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cleaning }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Childrens Play area
	2514.00
	5000.00
	2363.00
	47
	5000.00
	6000.00

	
	Mowing & Maintenance }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Repairs }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Equipment replacement }
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Seniors Xmas lunch
	1520.00
	2000.00
	59.00
	3
	2400.00
	2400.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Publicity / Information
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Village News
	2848.00
	3500.00
	2426.00
	69
	4250.00
	4250.00

	
	Website
	532.00
	500.00
	270.00
	54
	270.00
	300.00

	
	Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Election Fees provision
	1339.00
	350.00
	86.00
	25
	86.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Capital works
	0.00
	2500.00
	0.00
	0
	0.00
	0.00

	
	Highway Furniture
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Computer Equipment
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Grants & Donations
	1383.00
	8000.00
	0.00
	0
	1000.00
	12000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Village Hall
	0.00
	5916.00
	21225.00
	359
	28000.00
	7000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Audit Fees
	675.00
	750.00
	282.00
	38
	750.00
	900.00

	
	Internal
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	External
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Salaries
	11996.00
	15500.00
	10193.00
	66
	15500.00
	16000.00

	
	Employers NIC
	767.00
	1260.00
	791.00
	63
	1250.00
	1300.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Administration
	1819.00
	2500.00
	1378.00
	55
	2000.00
	2000.00

	
	Postage, Stationery, Expenses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Hall Hire, etc.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Chairmans allowance
	0.00
	250.00
	0.00
	0
	75.00
	250.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Subscriptions
	689.00
	750.00
	506.00
	67
	750.00
	750.00

	
	EALC – 450.64
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	BBPCA (30.00)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	B/Wood Rail Users Ass (50.00)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SLCC (133.00)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	RCCE – 55.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Insurance
	1858.00
	2000.00
	1653.00
	83
	1653.00
	2000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Training
	185.00
	500.00
	0.00
	0
	500.00
	250.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Miscellaneous
	108.00
	100.00
	0.00
	0
	50.00
	100.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	VAT payment
	1637.00
	2500.00
	1063.00
	43
	2000.00
	2000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Payments
	40382.00
	69126.00
	50145.00
	73
	77564.00
	72750.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Receipts less EOY Payments estimate
	
	-19249.00
	
	
	
	

	2008/09
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance 1/4/08
	
	45,790.50
	
	
	

	Projected receipts 08/09
	
	58,315.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Available 08/09
	
	104,105.50
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Projected expenditure 08/09
	
	77,564.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Predicted closing balance
	
	26,541.50
	
	
	

	08/09 (Reserve)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2009/10 Income
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening Balance 1/4/09
	
	26,541.50
	
	
	

	Add
	
	
	
	
	

	BBC Grant
	
	19,183.00
	
	
	

	Other income
	
	4,400.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total (without Precept)
	
	50,124.50
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2009/10 Expenditure (Budget + Reserve)
	
	
	
	
	

	Budget 09/10
	
	72,750.00
	(includes £7000 Grant to FC)
	
	

	End of Year Reserve
	
	10,000.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total required for 09/10
	
	82,750.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept Calculation (Expenditure minus Income)
	
	
	
	
	

	Deficit (Precept required)
	
	32,625.50
	
	
	


After presentation of the budgets and precept calculation for 2009/2010, Cllr S Saunders proposed that the Parish Precept of £32,625.50 was notified to Brentwood Borough Council for 2009/2010. This was seconded by Cllr R North and voted for with 7 in favour and 1 abstention. The proposal was therefore carried.

11. VILLAGE HALL 
The clerk advised that he had been able to obtain the services of a solicitor in Chelmsford through Business in the Community’s (BITC - one of the Prince of Wales’ charities) Pro Help programme to act on our behalf in finalising the Hire Agreement with the Village Hall Trustees.  This is a programme where professional firms wishing to give something back to the community will give pro bono assistance to organisations that are charities or “not-for-profit” organisations.  Further contact with the solicitor is awaited to progress the contract.
12.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  The next meeting is on 14/1/09. 
c) BBPCA – Cllr R North reported that at the last meeting many other PCs are concerned about  future PC funding and the issue of “double taxation” for residents of parishes.
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No meeting
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  No meeting 
13.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report.
14.
PUBLICITY
Village News –   nothing to report
a) Website – the clerk reported that apart from the usual updates, the schedule of 2009 police Neighbourhood Watch meetings were now on the website. 
15.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

Cllr S Saunders reported that at a recent meeting with the residents of the Briars and Thorns Cottages in Ongar Road and Peter Rose, ECC Highways it was stated that if the recent introduction of the VAS sign did not slow traffic down they would have to consider a roundabout at the junction at Crown Corner.  The cost of this was projected as £400,000 as it would involve the construction of a small, solid, raised roundabout with street lighting.  The cost of this was considered to be excessive and Cllr S Saunders undertook to obtain more information.
It was requested that the matter of parking on the grass verges in Luthers Close should be put on the agenda for discussion at the next PC meeting.

15.
PLANNING

No planning applications had been received or dealt with since the last PC meeting.  However, Cllr C Jardine did raise the matter of the application to EEC to remove highways rights to the land outside Fairways on the corner of Mill Lane and Ongar Road. The PC had been asked for comments on the proposal and the general view of the PC was against the proposal.  Cllr C Jardine will compile a response for the clerk to reply.
Cllr R North reported that he had been asked by Epping Forest District Council to respond to a consultation document about planning for Gypsies & Travellers Sites. The PC had been asked because we border on the EFDC area.  It was agreed that Cllr R North should formulate a suitable response in view of the short deadline.
16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.00 pm to allow for the above item.


There were no further items.

The public session ended at 10.00pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 13th February 2009 at 8.00pm at the Fane Hall, Church Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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