KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 14th January 2011 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr N Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr R North, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr D Stacey and Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 4 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C Ewens and Cllr Y Maguire.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -

Cllr M Coombs

K H Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

Cllr C James

K H Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal
4.
REPORTS FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBERS & QUESTIONS FROM       
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Meeting suspended at 8.03pm for this item.

ECC member not present.

Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member, advised that all the plans for the new Doctor’s Surgery 
had now been cleared after successful bat and hedgerow surveys had been carried out.


Cllr K Parker, BBC member, advised that BBC were setting up a forum to see how 
parishes can become involved in setting budgets.


This session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.08pm
5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12th 
NOVEMBER 2010 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 12th November 2010 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6.
CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing items.  Most items to be reported 
on were raised in other parts of the agenda. 
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.   

The clerk reported that currently there were no maintenance or repair items outstanding.  
We are included in the bulk schedule of Annual Safety Inspections that BBC arranges.  
The order for this is still with BBC but should be passed to the Play Inspection company 
in the next few days.

8.
ENVIRONMENT
a)  Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 6th January 2011.  Cllr J Wright, Vice Chair of the Environmental Committee, updated members on the main points from the meeting and wished to record in the minutes the council’s thanks to Martin Sullivan for re-siting a bench from Swan Pond at the top of Swan Lane.  
b)  Youth Recreational Facilities.  The Chairman advised that he had been informed by Mr Parrish that he had put in an application for a preliminary meeting with the Planning Department and he thanked the council for its support. 

c)  Swan Pond restoration.  – The clerk reported that the two concrete bases have been 
laid for the 2 new seats.  The seats have been ordered and are due for delivery in mid 
February 2010.  


At the Environmental Committee meeting it was decided that we should purchase a metal 
litter bin from Glasdon to replace the one that was damaged and removed last year.  The 
cost of this will be £237.38 + VAT.  The clerk advised that when going to order this he 
discovered that the Ground Lock Fixing post is £81.87 and a special fixing tool is 
required costing £26.19. A total of £108.06 + VAT.  It was agreed that we should 
consider laying a small concrete base which would probably be cheaper.

The clerk reported that a cheque for £750 had been received from Essex Wildlife Trust 
(Biodiversity) as their match funding contribution to the project.  They are also meeting 
the cost of the extra work they asked Essex ARB to carry out on the island.  Essex ARB 
will be invoicing us for the original agreed amount of £535 + VAT.


d)  Bridleway 1 (School Road)  The clerk reported that our request for a litter bin at the 
entrance to the Bridleway and several other issues with the repair or replacement of other 
bins in the village has been approved.  There have been some problems in obtaining 
supplies but Mike Dun, BBC expects these to be carried out soon.


e)  St Nicholas Church – litter container, state of the fencing.  The Chair reported that he  
had been informed by Revd. Mark James that these items had been discussed at the recent 
PCC meeting.  They will look at the situation and come back to the PC with their 
conclusions.
9.
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting 12/11/10)
£35,477.38


(plus income since last meeting



+         £  1,585.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-          £11,264.41)


(less cheques issued since last meeting


-          £  5,050.26)



                                  (Estimated balance at 14/01/11 = £20,747.71)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,301.83


(includes £3.03 interest received 6/9 to 5/12)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	M R Pettet
	Village News Advert
	30.00

	T Carter
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	W H Norris
	Donation towards Senior’s Christmas Lunch
	100.00

	Innmore Gardens
	Village News Advert
	30.00

	P W Dupen
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Bentley Golf Club
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	KDH Garden Maintenance
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	A J Turner
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	R J Murphy
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	W D Clement
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Essex Wildlife Trust
	Match Funding (Swan Pond project)
	750.00

	
	Total
	1585.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Village News printing (2 mths)
	1000.00

	Evergreen Assessments
	Litter Clearing (Nov)
	216.00

	Mrs K Saunders
	Reimbursement Senior’s Christmas Lunch raffle prizes and decorations
	158.29

	S Saunders
	Reimbursement Senior’s Christmas Lunch entertainment
	180.00

	Classic Catering
	Senior’s Christmas Lunch
	1196.00

	Howard Cohen
	Senior’s Christmas Lunch entertainer
	400.00

	Mrs Z James
	Reimbursement Senior’s Christmas Lunch flowers
	40.00

	R North
	Reimbursement Senior’s Christmas Lunch drinks
	349.59

	D Munro
	December Salary
	1026.57

	HMRC
	December Tax & NI
	483.81

	
	Total
	5050.26

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	SLCC
	Annual Subscription
	151.00

	J E Dobre
	V News editor & Village Correspondent 
	136.12

	K Roast
	Litter clearing Swan Pond 

(Q/e 31/12/10)
	60.00

	Construction (Essex) Ltd
	Concrete bases for Swan Pond Seats
	600.00

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance
	155.00

	D Munro
	November Salary
	1026.57

	HMRC
	November Tax & NI
	483.81

	
	Total
	2612.50



b)  To consider and approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.

Payment of invoices and cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr D Loten and approved unanimously by members.  Signatories were instructed by the Chair to sign the cheques.


c)  Future of the Town Hall: Public Tour & Web Chat  - Short notice given about the public tour.  Cllr C Jardine had asked for this item to be put on the agenda because he felt that BBC’s short notice had left the parish council little chance to publicise the event.  Although he had already exchanged emails with BBC about this the clerk was asked to write to BBC on behalf of the whole council to express our dissatisfaction about the lack of notice. 


d)  Senior’s Christmas Lunch update. The clerk advised that with all bills paid for the lunch the overall expenditure comes to £2,424.  However, when the £100 received from the Norris family is offset against this it effectively reduces our expenditure to £2,324. The budget allocated for this was £2,400.


The event was a great success.  Thank you letters have been sent to Classic Catering, Village Stores (6 bottles of wine), The Eagle (6 bottles of sherry), Keith Ashtons (bottle of champagne), Village Taxis (free taxis), The Garden Centre (flowers), Amicio (tablecloths) and Scott Norris. Thanks are also recorded to Cllr C James for providing the sherry glasses.


It was decided that the Village Hall and the Caterers should be booked for Sunday 11th December 2011 for next year’s event.
10.
SETTING OF BUDGETS & PRECEPT FOR 2011/2012

Cllr S Saunders reported on the budgets and precept recommended by the Finance 
Committee:

	KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
	
	
	
	
	

	BUDGET CALCULATIONS 2011-12
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Actual Receipts 2009/10
	Budget 2010/11
	Received to Date 2010/11
	% of 2010/11 Budget
	Projected End of Year 2010/11
	Proposed Budget 2011/12
	Budget Variance + / -

	Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parish Precept
	32626.00
	33305.00
	33305.00
	100
	33305.00
	31969.00


	-4.01%

	
	Brentwood Grant (06/07 -50%)
	19183.00
	16442.00
	16442.00
	100
	16442.00
	13702.50
	-16.66%

	
	Interest
	12.48
	10.00
	6.00
	60
	10.00
	10.00
	0.00%

	
	VAT repayment
	1752.43
	1600.00
	0.00
	0
	1600.00
	1600.00
	0.00%

	
	Village News Advertisements
	4440.00
	3500.00
	4238.00
	121
	5200.00
	6000.00
	71.43%

	
	Miscellaneous
	1037.20
	0.00
	7625.00
	#DIV/0!
	7625.00
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	59051.11
	54857.00
	61616.00
	112
	64182.00
	53281.50


	-2.87%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Actual Spend 2009/10
	Budget 2010/11
	Spend to Date 2010/11
	% of 2010/11 Budget
	Projected End of Year 2010/11
	Proposed Budget 2011/12
	Budget Variance + / -

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Seats & Shelters
	577.40
	750.00
	509.00
	68
	750.00
	750.00
	0.00%

	
	Cemeteries (St Nicholas)
	1800.00
	2000.00
	0.00
	0
	1500.00
	1800.00
	-10.00%

	
	Open Spaces
	3895.91
	4400.00
	890.00
	20
	3750.00
	3750.00
	-14.77%

	
	Litter clearing
	3579.59
	4000.00
	1044.00
	26
	2500.00
	2500.00
	-37.50%

	
	Sect 137
	25.00
	250.00
	30.00
	12
	250.00
	125.00
	-50.00%

	
	Swan Pond
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	#DIV/0!
	750.00
	2000.00
	#DIV/0!

	
	War Memorial
	275.00
	1000.00
	300.00
	30
	400.00
	500.00
	-50.00%

	
	Children’s Play area
	7091.75
	6000.00
	3157.00
	53
	4000.00
	4000.00
	-33.33%

	
	Seniors Xmas lunch
	1759.86
	2400.00
	100.00
	4
	2400.00
	2400.00
	0.00%

	
	Publicity / Information
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Village News
	4450.00
	4250.00
	3890.00
	92
	5700.00
	5700.00
	34.12%

	
	Website
	559.98
	300.00
	340.00
	113
	340.00
	375.00
	25.00%

	
	Publications
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Election Fees provision
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	#DIV/0!
	0.00
	2000.00
	#DIV/0!

	
	Capital works
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	#DIV/0!
	0.00
	0.00
	#DIV/0!

	
	Grants & Donations
	5533.00
	6000.00
	4334.00
	72
	5000.00
	5000.00
	-16.67%

	
	Recreation Field
	5387.00
	7000.00
	5376.00
	77
	5376.00
	5800.00
	-17.14%

	
	Audit Fees
	985.00
	1000.00
	700.00
	70
	700.00
	800.00
	-20.00%

	
	Salaries
	16772.39
	16000.00
	10908.00
	68
	16365.00
	17120.00
	7.00%

	
	Employers NIC
	1415.69
	1500.00
	809.00
	54
	1500.00
	1700.00
	13.33%

	
	Administration
	1795.00
	2000.00
	1411.00
	71
	2000.00
	1500.00
	-25.00%

	
	Chairman’s allowance
	0.00
	250.00
	40.00
	16
	100.00
	100.00
	-60.00%

	
	Subscriptions
	704.30
	750.00
	569.00
	76
	750.00
	585.00
	-22.00%

	
	Insurance
	1769.58
	2000.00
	1507.00
	75
	1600.00
	1765.00
	-11.75%

	
	Training
	512.00
	350.00
	0.00
	0
	0.00
	350.00
	0.00%

	
	Miscellaneous
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	#DIV/0!
	0.00
	0.00
	#DIV/0!

	
	VAT payment
	1878.23
	2000.00
	1434.00
	72
	1800.00
	1600.00
	-20.00%

	
	Total Payments
	63984.35
	64200.00
	42073.00
	66
	65073.00
	62220.00
	-3.08%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Receipts less EOY Payments estimate
	
	-891.00
	
	
	
	
	


Having determined that a budget of £62220.00 is required for 2011/12, calculations were 
then
carried out to assess the Parish Precept required to raise this amount:

	PRECEPT CALCULATION
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010/11 Calculations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Actual Balance carried forward at 1/4/10
	
	
	
	
	31330
	

	Plus Estimated Receipts 10/11
	
	
	
	
	64182
	

	Amount available during 10/11
	
	
	
	
	95512
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Less Estimated Expenditure in 10/11
	
	
	
	
	65073
	

	Estimated Balance to be carried forward to 2011/12
	
	
	
	
	30439
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2011/12 Calculations
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amount to be retained in Reserves
	
	
	21500


	
	
	

	Budgeted Expenditure 11/12
	
	
	62220
	
	
	

	Total amount to be found 11/12
	
	
	83720
	
	83720
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amount to be raised in 11/12(excess over opening balance)
	
	
	
	
	-53281
	

	Less Anticipated Income 
	
	
	7610
	
	-45671
	

	Less BBC Discretionary Grant
	
	
	13702
	
	-31969
	

	Amount to be found through Parish Precept
	
	
	
	
	-31969
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Divided by Parish Tax Base
	
	(2010/11)
	1094.93
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Band D Parish Council Tax
	
	
	
	
	-29.20


	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Cllr C James proposed that the Parish Precept for 2011/2012 should be set at £31,969.00.  

This was seconded by Cllr J Wright and all members voted unanimously in favour of this 
amount.
11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

a)  Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - It was reported that the frequency of 
Art Club meetings may have to be reduced, but Kath Tatner was trying to rectify the 
situation.

b)  Community Primary School –  It was reported that the fencing was now secure and 
that new hedging will mature. Income for next year has been reduced by £30,000 because 
of government cuts.
 
c)  BBPCA – No meeting

d)  Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  As part of the Local Transport 
Consultation Cllr R North had received a questionnaire to fill in.

e)  Highways Localism Initiative -  No report
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Cllr M Coombs reported that he and his volunteers will soon be working on Footpath 20, from Cow Farm, Frog Street to Broadmeadow to make it easier to use.
13.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –  Nothing to report.

 b)
Website – Cllr S Saunders advised the clerk about some pages that required bringing up 
to date. 
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
-  Cllr S Saunders reported that he was piloting a Public Information Seminar aimed at providing information on Wills, Power of Attorney and House Security and asked for this to be put on the next agenda for discussion.

-  Cllr S Saunders also advised that he had only recently found out about the Community Transport Scheme and that not enough was being done to promote this in the parish.  The clerk was asked to obtain more information with a view to advertising the scheme in the Village News.

- Cllr R North  advised that he had obtained a letter from BBC asking whether any parishes would be interested in participating with BBC in the Neighbourhood Vanguard scheme which is part of the Localism Bill.  The clerk was asked to reply to BBC indicating our interest and requesting more information.
15.
PLANNING


Cllr C Jardine updated the meeting on Planning Applications received and dealt with 
since last PC meeting:
	18/11/2010
	BRW/731/2010
	35 Shortcroft, KH, CM15 0BS
	Single Storey Side/Rear Extension
	No Objections

	07/12/2010
	TPO/BRW/138/2010
	1 Kelvedon Green, KH, CM15 0XG
	Crown Reduce and Crown Thin by 30% One Oak.
	No Objections

	12/12/2010
	BRW/795/2010
	Orchardene, Frog Street, KH, CM15 0JL
	Double Carriage House
	We note that the property falls within the Metropolitan Green Belt. However, we feel that the proposed design and materials for the carriage house are in keeping with this rural setting. In raising no objection we would add the comment that we hope that the surrounding mature trees are left in situ and without any major pruning.

	31/12/2010
	BRW/816/2010
	The White House, Ongar Road, KH, CM15 0AA
	Demolition of Existing Commercial Buildings, Demolition of Existing Residential Unit and construction of New Class B1 Office Unit and One New Replacement Dwelling.
	See comments below


BRW/816/2010 – The White House, Ongar Road, Kelvedon Hatch, CM15 0AA:

We recognise that the land concerned is within the Metropolitan Green Belt. However, in its present state, it is very unsightly. It also has to be recognised that various commercial activities have been permitted on this land in the past, in particular by virtue of Certificates of Lawfulness.

 

On balance, we are in favour of the principle of development as detailed in the application.

 

However, our willingness to see such development is based upon the belief that the commercial activity proposed will be preferable to what has gone on in the past, and the desire to see a development that is more in harmony with the surrounding area and one that is landscaped in an attractive way.

 

We have the following concerns and/or desires if the application is to be approved:-

 

1) The maximum number of trees possible, to be retained, albeit with some pruning, tidying, removal of dead wood, etc.

 

2) Boundary hedging to be retained.

 

3) Our wish is that the buildings will be screened as much as possible from the Ongar Road and from neighbouring properties.

 

4) Within the letter of instruction from the client to Spatial Design Architects, it was stipulated that some secure provision be made for some small items of machinery and some scaffolding. We cannot detect that provision within the plans and have concern as to what might need to be added to the proposal to meet this requirement.

Furthermore, we note that, with regard to waste storage, this matter is to be discussed with BBC and "conditioned" if the application is approved. This matter aggravates our concern about the need for an additional outbuilding.

 

5) We note that the likely hours of use of the proposed B1 commercial unit, will be between 8.00 am and 6.00 pm.  Whilst it would appear that only commercial use is intended, rather than industrial use, nevertheless we wonder whether some restriction in hours of use should be incorporated within any approval.

 

6) The Ongar Road, near to Eagle Lane and The Eagle Pub, has seen a small number of road accidents. We are concerned about the sight lines for traffic leaving the site. However, we think that the existing sight lines are reasonable, provided that low level vegetation is cut back on the public highway side of the boundary, level with the boundary. Accordingly, we feel that a suitable condition should be attached to any approval, to the effect that vegetation along the entire Ongar Road boundary of the land, should be cut back level with the boundary on the public highway side of such boundary, from ground level for a height of two metres and that such vegetation should be maintained in that condition in perpetuity.

 

7) If this application is approved, we would wish to see a condition attached that removes any automatic right to  either to extend or to erect new structures, either related to the commercial building or to the dwelling. 

 

8) We are unclear as to whether, in keeping the existing site entrance, it is intended to keep the existing iron gate. We feel that this gate is unattractive and that the entrance needs to be enhanced so as to be in keeping with rest of the development. Any proposal for new brick pillars and/or gates would have to take into account our concerns in "6" above, regarding sight lines.

 

9) It would seem that the site will have to be identified in some way, for the benefit of visitors. We have concerns as to how this will be achieved without harmful impact on the street scene.

 

10) The domestic curtilage will need to be agreed and clearly defined.

16.
PUBLIC SESSION

Meeting suspended at 9.24pm for this item.


-  It was reported that a new round of CAB sessions were being held in the Village Hall.  
This is an appointment only service.

Meeting resumed at 9.25pm

      17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 11th February 2011 at 8.00pm 
in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
PAGE  

