KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 27th July 2007 at 7.30 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr. C. Jardine (Chairman), Cllr. C. James (Vice Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. A Davies, 

Cllr. C. Ewens, Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. Y. Maguire, Cllr. M. Pead,  Cllr. S. Saunders.
             Also in attendance 9 members of the public and D. Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. B. Ewens, Cllr J Wright
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr. S Saunders

KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal
KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. C Jardine

St Nicholas Church


Personal
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 7.35pm to allow for the above items

Ann Naylor, ECC Member, Brentwood Rural updated the meeting about the road safety improvements planned for Crown Corner.  It was now planned to have one VAS camera on the northbound side of the road as the speed camera on the southbound side had succeeded in reducing the speed of traffic in that direction.

Members of the public raised another number of other items which were noted.   

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.00pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 22nd June 2007 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd June 2007 were approved and signed by the Chair.
6. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters. 

7. RISK MANAGEMENT
a. The clerk reported that he had submitted an enquiry to the OFCOM Website for a survey to be undertaken  to establish the level of emissions from the BT mast.
b. The RoSPA report on the state of the Play Area, Eagle Field and Swan Pond had been discussed and action agreed at the recent Environmental Committee meeting.
8. ENVIRONMENT
a. Report back from the Environmental Committee meeting on 19th July 2007.  The Chair of the Environmental Committee updated members on a number of issues and advised the revised dates for Committee meetings which will now be held every other month on the first Thursday of the month commencing with 6th September 2007 in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 
b. Basketball Net & Low Football Wall. Cllr. M Pead informed the meeting that she had been approached and asked to raise this issue.  When this had previously been suggested for location in the Eagle Field there were strong objections from adjoining property owners.  However, the current suggestion was to locate it in the Village Field (Poors Field).  It was agreed that the clerk should make an initial approach to the Village Hall Trustees.  Proposed Cllr. A Davies, Seconded Cllr. S Saunders, 8 members in favour, 1 against (Cllr. C James).
c. Noise Levels from the Village Hall. Cllr. M Pead advised that a noise limiter was installed at the Village Hall some years ago to prevent excessive noise levels coming from the hall.  Independent testing had been carried out which suggested that this level should be increased as the noise emitting from the hall was well within acceptable levels. As this is a subject that is not within the jurisdiction of the Parish Council, Cllr. M Pead was advised to advise the Village Hall Trustees to take this up with Brentwood Borough Council..
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a.   Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 14/7


£5814.48
(Includes outgoings
£3961.01 since 15/6)

(and Income 

£765.00   since 15/6)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account



£47206.50

Transactions since last Meeting:
	Income
	
	

	RVJ Smith
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Hatch Property Services
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	E A James
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	BUPA
	Village News Advertisement
	300.00

	Dog & Partridge
	Village News Advertisement
	60.00

	Expenditure
	
	

	EALC
	5 x Training Courses
	150.00

	Kelhatch Press
	Printing V. News (June & July)
	528.00

	Dell Products (re-imburse D Munro)
	2 x Black Inkjet Printer Cartridges
	32.99

	Viking Direct
	1 x HP Laserjet Cartridge

2 x Boxes of Copypaper and misc. stationery
	108.46

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing Eagle Field & Play Area
	191.74

	Fane Memorial Hall
	Hire Charge 27/7
	23.25

	R D Potter (Odd Jobbers)
	Gardening, maintenance & repair work
	196.75

	Sally Smith
	V News & Correspondent Aug/Sept
	70.00

	H J Looker
	FB Padlocks for Litter Bins
	68.97

	KH Parish Plan Steering Group
	Grant
	250.00

	Mrs Neatherway
	Flowers for St Nicholas Church
	25.00

	D Munro
	June Salary
	581.77

	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	238.62


b.
Payments and payment of invoices received as detailed above was approved.

c.
Venue for future Parish Council Meetings.  (Cllr. C Jardine having declared an interest in St Nicholas Church left the meeting for this item. Vice-Chair Cllr. C James took over as Chair for this item.)


The clerk advised that he had found out the costs of hiring the Fane Hall and the Village Hall and their availability for the new date of the 2nd Friday in the month. 


Cost: 

Fane Hall

£23.25 per session




Village Hall

£51.42 for 3 hours


Availability:
Fane Hall – 
Available Sept 14th but not on the 2nd Friday in 




October or November.  Available thereafter.




Village Hall – 
Available all dates.


After discussion it was proposed that the Fane Hall should continue to be the venue for Parish Council meetings.  Proposed by Cllr. A Davies, seconded by Cllr. C Brown, members voted for unanimously in favour.

 d.
Finance Working Party or Committee.  Cllr. S Saunders had noted the fact that the title of this group had changed from Committee to Working Party and asked for clarification.  Although no decision had been made to revise the status of this group, it had never met and had not agreed Terms of Reference. Financial issues, Budgets and setting the Precept had been put to the full Parish Council. 


Cllr. S Saunders proposed that a group should be appointed as the Finance Committee. This was seconded by Cllr. C James.  Members voted 8 in favour, 1 against (Cllr. C Jardine).  


Members for the Finance Committee were appointed as follows:


Cllr. C Ewens, proposed by Cllr S Saunders, seconded by Cllr C James, voted for unanimously in favour.


Cllr. D Hardy, proposed by Cllr Y Maguire, seconded by Cllr S Saunders, voted for unanimously in favour.


Cllr. S Saunders, proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr Y Maguire, voted for unanimously in favour.


As the Environmental Committee are major spenders of the budget it was proposed that the Chair of the Environmental Committee should be appointed, proposed by Cllr C Ewens, seconded by Cllr D Hardy, voted for unanimously in favour.

The clerk was asked to provide a timetable of key financial activity for the committee to consider to determine when and how often meetings would be required. 
    10.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - nothing to report.

b. Community Primary School – The new deputy head has now taken up post.
c. BBPCA – No meeting.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – The clerk reported that he had circulated some revised timetables, but nothing to affect the service to Kelvedon Hatch.  However, there will a meeting of BBRUA on 10th August which the public are encouraged to attend.  Details have been posted on noticeboards in Blackmore Road and Ongar Road (beside village bus stops).
    11.
 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
Nothing to report.
   12.
VILLAGE HALL
The Working Party appointed to consider the issues with the Village Hall Trustees reported that they had met on Saturday 30th June 2007 and identified a number of possible solutions which may or may not be acceptable.  Advice was being sought (from EALC) on some of these and it has been arranged to meet with representatives of the Village Hall Trustees on  Sunday 29th July 2007.       
   13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  The current Editor, Co-ordinator and Village Correspondent, Dave & Sally Smith, had indicated that they wished to stand down from their current appointments.  An advert for the positions has therefore been placed in next month’s issue (Aug/Sept).  The Parish Council wished to record their thanks for the dedication and efforts made by them both over the previous years. 
b. Website – Nothing new to report.     
   14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

        a.  It was reported that the clerk had received information, albeit late, about the 
Post Office proposal to close Brentwood High Street Post Office and transfer 
operations to WH Smiths, Baytree Centre shop (First Floor).  BBC had already 
made objections to the proposals but individual objections were encouraged by 
31 July 2007, the end of the consultation process.  In the circumstances (ie time 
scale) the clerk was asked to lodge an objection on the grounds of restricted 
access for elderly/infirm people on behalf of the Parish Council .  Cllr. C Jardine 
also informed the meeting that the Brentwood Gazette Offices in Brentwood had 
a petition available for signing to register an objection on their counter.  
  15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:
	23/06/2007
	BRW/569/2007
	The Haven, Blackmore Rd, KH
	Replace Rear Flat Roof with Pitched Roof and Dormers to the Rear
	CJ
	No objection
	


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

Comments, further useful information and observations were made about some of 
the items that had been discussed on the agenda.

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held in the Committee Room, Village Hall on Thursday 6th September 2007 at 8pm

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held in the Fane Hall on Friday 14th September 2007 at 8.00pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Sessions at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 27th July 2007.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. 
Coppice Camp – Can the PC establish ownership to get the owners to deal with 
dangerous trees, manage it, or let the PC take it over and manage it. (This subject 
was discussed fully at the Environmental Committee meeting on 19th July 2007)
2. 
Manitoba – The filling on of verges has still not been done by BBC.  Much mud 
is now on the road because of the wet weather.  Would it be possible to create a 
footpath in this area to prevent lorries from going off road.  Would it be possible 
to re-direct traffic down the other end of School Road. (This subject was 
discussed fully at the Environmental Committee meeting on 19th July 2007)
3. 
The fact that the road drains in Blackmore Road (Brizes Corner) were continuing 
to flood whenever there was heavy rainfall was raised. The clerk replied that he 
had already reported this to BBC (and at Swan Lane opposite the DIY Shop).

4.    
Concern was raised about the drains in Swan Lane which lead into the Swan 
Pond.  Fears were expressed that recent work by contactors may have covered up 
a gravel gully and it was even suggested that sewage was now seeping into the 
pond.  (The clerk will ask our contractor to investigate.)
5.  
A comment was made about the poor road surface on School Road and whilst 
some nearby roads in a better state of repair have been resurfaced School road 
would appear to have been neglected.
6. 
Concern was expressed about the amount of vegetation (ie the reeds) in Swan 
Pond.  (The Chair of the Environmental Committee reported that the PC were 
taking advice from a BioDiversity Expert who had advised that the pond should  
be left for 2 years – discussed at the Environmental Committee meeting on 19th 
July 2007.)
7. 
Black Refuse Sacks.  In response to a question about whether these would be 
issued this year the clerk informed the meeting that it is intended to issue these 
this year and they have been on order for many months although recent enquiries 
have failed to get a specific response from BBC. (These Black Refuse Sacks were 
ordered well in advance of the introduction of the Orange Recyling sacks and it 
was queried whether there would be the same demand from residents next year 
(2008/2009).  Problems about having to pick up any additional Orange Sacks 
required from Brentwood Town Hall were also raised.
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