KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 11th July 2008 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chairman), Cllr C James (Vice Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright
             Also in attendance 10 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr M Pead
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

David Loten was welcomed to the meeting as a co-opted member.  His Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interests forms were accepted by the clerk. 
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -


Cllr S Saunders

KH Community School 

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)
4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for the above items

Cllr R McCheyne advised that plans for the new doctor’s surgery will be submitted soon and that a recent  planning application for a dental practice at Outings Lane had been refused..

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, advised that the time for responses to the Gypsies and Travellers  Development Plan report had been extended.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.17pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13th JUNE 2008 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – The clerk reported that the Helicopter equipment had been 
repainted but on their weekly inspection reports BBC are now indicating that much of the 
rest of the Play Area equipment needs rubbing down and repainting.  It was agreed that 
the clerk should go ahead and ask our contractor to proceed with this. 


The clerk reported that he had been in contact with a local company who are experts in 
sports & recreational field surfaces and drainage etc, about the surface around the 
Mobilus. Their estimator has been in touch, but they are very busy but he will try to let us 
have their opinion of what needs to be done and their estimate for the work as soon as 
possible.
7. ENVIRONMENT

a) Report from the Environmental Committee meeting held on 3rd July 2008.                     
Cllr Y Maguire updated the meeting on the issues discussed and decisions made at the 
Environmental Committee meeting on 3rd July 2008.


b) Youth Facilities. Cllr S Saunders advised that exploratory discussions had taken place 
with the Village Hall Trustees about provision of a Youth Club.  It was decided that a 
working party should now be set up to look into this.  Cllrs. S Saunders, Y Maguire, M 
Pead, C James, J Wright were appointed to this working party.

c) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – As reported by BBC member, Cllr R McCheyne 
plans are expected to be submitted soon..

8. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at 14/6/08


£27,492.07


(less approved expenditure at last PC meeting 
-  £6408.45)


(plus income since last meeting


    + £90.00)





     (Estimated balance at 11/7/08 = £21,173.62)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account



£38,756.55


(includes interest £297.66 received for period 3/3/08 – 1/6/08)

 Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	C Pearce
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	M T Pollard
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	
	Total
	90.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	NIL

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing
	551.08

	1st Justcall Ltd
	Repair to Eagle Field Fence
	693.25

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire charge (11/7)
	24.15

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & Correspondent
	100.00

	RD Potter (OddJobbers) 
	General Work (June)
	321.00

	RD Potter (OddJobbers)
	Re-imbursement Fuel
	5.00

	The Post Office
	Admin – Postage Stamps
	36.00

	D Munro
	Salary (July)
	962.35

	HM Revenue & Customs
	Tax & NI (July)
	450.24

	Mrs Neatherway
	Flowers for Church
	25.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing
	275.54

	
	
	

	
	Total
	3,443.61

	
	
	


b) Invoices received and payments listed above were approved.
c) Provision of Black Sacks (08/09) –   Cllr C James advised that prices for Black Sacks were soaring but another company based in Surrey were in the process of quoting. It was proposed by Cllr S Saunders that the sacks should be ordered as soon as possible. This was seconded by Cllr C James and voted for unanimously in favour by members. It was also agreed that the Parish Council should consider whether the sacks should be provided in future years as we are now one of the few councils that provide these. 
d) Parish Plan Committee. None of the members of the PC had heard anything from anyone regarding a volunteer to replace the retiring Chair of the Parish Plan Committee.  It was agreed to carry this forward to the agenda for the next meeting.
e) Request for information following 22 Nov 2005 email to BBC about Recreation Provision.  The clerk had received a reply to our letter to the Deputy Chief Executive at BBC asking for information and clarification.  This had been circulated to members.  It was agreed that the reply had not answered the questions that were asked.  It was agreed that the Chair should seek a meeting with the Chief Executive or Deputy to resolve this.
f) Request for information under The Freedom of Information Act. A request has been received from a member of the public to access all the information held relating to the dispute and subsequent negotiations towards a settlement with the Village Hall Trustees over Poor’s Field.  It was agreed that the clerk and a member of the PC should make all the information held by the PC available, at a time and place convenient to all parties and that a charge should be made for any photocopies of documents required.   (Cllr C Ewens agreed to be present at this meeting.)  It was noted that much of the recent negotiations by the working party appointed to resolve this issue had been held in informal sessions without notes being taken (it was not a Committee meeting). As this information was not recorded (and neither were telephone calls), much of it does not exist and therefore cannot be produced under this request.  It was also noted that the request to supply copies of the Parish Pump articles in the Village News could not be supplied as these were not retained by the Parish Council and were “in the public domain” anyway.  However, copies could probably be obtained from the Editor of the Village News. The clerk was asked to contact the member of the public who had requested this information, to arrange a meeting and to make all the requested information that is held available.
g) Query received from Internal Auditor.  The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from the External Auditor requesting information about the 2007/08 budget in relation to concerns he had received from some residents about money that had been allocated and put aside for settlement of the rental of the Village Hall recreational field (Poor’s Field). Cllr J Wright has had some recent contact with the auditor and it was agreed that the clerk, in consultation with Cllr J Wright should respond to the auditor, supplying the necessary information.

11.   VILLAGE HALL 

No further meetings had been held between the working group and the Village Hall 
Trustees, but the clerk was asked to write to the Trustees to obtain a copy of the proposed 
rental agreement so that the PC might take up the offer of  legal advice from EALC 
before signing or paying anything.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  A meeting has been arranged to induct 3 new governors. 
c) BBPCA – The Chair reported that he had attended a meeting earlier in the week to discuss the future of BBC’s discretionary grant. There were many complaints from other PCs but it was decided to stay with the present method of calculation.
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – Nothing to report
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  Meeting held earlier in the week already reported upon. 
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Nothing to report. 
13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  nothing to report 
b. Website – nothing to report     
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

A number of items were raised by members and discussed. Nothing was requested to be carried forward to the next agenda.
15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:

	28/06/2008
	BRW/600/2008
	Rose Cottage, Ongar Road, KH, CM15 0JX
	Two Storey and Single extensions to dwelling, erection of double garage and attached games room linked to extended dwelling by a partly enclosed loggia.
	  Under consideration

	02/07/2008
	BRW/607/2008
	61 The Keatings, Mill Lane, KH
	Part Two Storey/Part Single Storey Side Extension
	Whilst we recognise that changes have been made, when compared with a previous recent application, we still feel that the proposed size amounts to over-development of this site and will result in a building that is out of character, on the street scene, with the remainder of this small terrace. We note that the proposal to park a vehicle on the front garden, remains. This is a particularly unacceptable proposal in view of the detrimental effect upon the visual scene, both for neighbours, as well as the wider public. The proposed crossover would be located too near to the Ongar Road junction, thus causing a potential hazard. As there is an existing garage at the rear, together with sufficient space to park a vehicle in front of that garage, we cannot accept that this aspect of the application is justified. 

	05/07/2008
	TPO/BRW/63/2008
	16 Chandlers Walk, KH CM15 0XL
	Crown Reduce and Crown Thin by 30% Three Sycamores
	 Under consideration

	10/07/2008
	BRW/647/2008
	Holly Lodge, Mill Lane, KH CM15 0AH
	Demolition of existing garage and erection of single storey front/side extension with rooflights
	 Under consideration

	11/07/2008
	BRW/663/2008
	Hatch Farm, Ongar Rd, KH
	Replacement of existing pedestrian and vehicular metal gates at the front with pedestrian and vehicular timber gates.
	 Under consideration


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.20 pm to allow for the above item.


No further comments were made.
The public session ended at 10.20pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 12th September 2008 in the Fane Hall, Church Road at 8.00pm.
(The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 4th September  2008 in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road at 8.00pm.
PART 2
Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading.
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