KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 10th July 2009 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten and Cllr S Saunders.
             Also in attendance 4 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M 
Pead and Cllr J Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal
4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.03pm to allow for this item

It was reported that the Village Hall Trustees were in talks with 3 suppliers of Pre-School services and they were hopeful that there will be a new Pre-School for 2 & 3 year olds in September.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.05pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12th JUNE 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 12th June 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

The clerk reported that he had dealt with a 2007/08 Audit query and submitted the return 
for 2008/09 to the External Auditor.


Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the Agenda.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

The clerk reported that he had been in contact with two contractors regarding the surface 
surrounding the Mobilus equipment.  One of the contractors had supplied quotes for 
Wetpour (£6,079.50) and for replacement Grassmat (£2,400.00).  It was agreed wait until 
further quotes were received before making any decisions.  The clerk was also asked to 
contact the Annual Play Inspection expert to obtain his advice.  
8.
ENVIRONMENT
a) Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 2nd July 2009.  In the absence of the chair of the Environmental Committee, the clerk updated the council on the main points arising at the meeting.

b) St Nicholas Church graveyard.  The Chair reported that he spoken to the Revd. James about this issue and that he would be taking this up.  It was agreed to drop this from future agendas unless there were developments requiring discussion.

c) Parking on verges in Luthers Close.  The clerk advised that the contractor had completed the work but already someone had knocked over one of the posts.  The contractor had been asked to straighten this up and it was hoped that this would not be a regular occurrence. 
d) Swan Lane sewerage main renewal.  It was reported that work on the renewal seemed to be complete and work on the reinstatement was beginning.  It was agreed to watch this closely to ensure that it was completed to our satisfaction.

e) Planters. It was reported that some of the plants were stolen on the first day of planting 
the new summer bedding.  Fortunately the remaining plants have grown sufficiently to 
fill in the gaps, so replacement of the stolen plants is not required.
f) Affordable Local Housing survey. The Chair reported that he had made further enquiries about possible sites for this. Geoff Boyton at BBC had been consulted about planning permission.  If a brown site was identified it should be fairly easy to get planning permission, but if a green belt site was identified it would be extremely difficult.  Two of the sites suggested by local landowners were green belt. It was agreed that the Chair would talk to RCCE to discuss progress to the next stage.

g) Youth Facilities. The Chair reported that the clerk had obtained further information from our insurance company which set out several conditions to be satisfied before they would indemnify the council if we wished to provide a BMX or skateboard track. Enquiries had also been made of Ingatestone PC who were in the process of building a track.  They were building the track on land that is already designated as recreational land and therefore do not need planning permission.  In the case of Eagle Field, which is the only land available to the council, this is referred to in the licence agreement as pasture, i.e. agricultural land.  Planning permission would therefore be required and the permission of the owner would also be necessary.  As this permission was not likely to be forthcoming, it was agreed to abandon the possibility of using Eagle Field for a track.

It is understood that the development of a facility at Barrows Farm between Blackmore and Highwood was going ahead and that the High Ropes project at the Secret Nuclear Bunker was nearing completion.  As there was some earlier discussion with the landowner of the Nuclear Bunker about providing a cycle track the Chair agreed to raise this with the landowner again.

h) Removal of trees in Fox Hatch.  The Chair reported that he had become involved in concerns about the removal of trees in Fox Hatch.  He reported that the trees had been removed by BBC contractors after consultation with the arborculturalist.  One of the trees was diseased and the roots of the others were undermining the foundations of a nearby property. As the PC had not been informed of this the clerk was asked to write to BBC to ensure that we are notified in future when work of this kind is undertaken.

i) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – It was reported that plans are now with BBC.
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at 12/6/09

  
£21,323.73


(plus income since last meeting


+      £255.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-    £6,184.03)





     (Estimated balance at 10/7/09 = £15,394.70)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,283.65


(includes interest of £3.39 received for 2/3 to 7/6/09)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Village Taxis
	Village News Advertisement
	60.00

	V Swainland
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	J Buckley
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Hatch Roofing Services
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	T S Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	Total
	255.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Rural Community Council of Essex
	Annual Subscription
	55.00

	A M Sewell & Co Ltd
	Internal Audit fee 
	345.00

	Argents Ltd
	Summer Bedding Plants
	130.18

	K Roast
	Swan Pond litter clearing
	60.00

	J E Dobre
	Village News Editor & Village Correspondent
	100.00

	K J Saunders
	Re-painting bus shelters, Re-planting Planters & litter picking
	940.42

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Eagle Field Mowing
	353.05

	DBS Trust SA
	Eagle Field Licence fee
	1.00

	NALC
	LCR subscription
	13.50

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial Maintenance 
	180.00

	J Neatherway
	Church flowers
	25.00

	D Munro
	July Salary 
	1017.39

	HMRC
	July Tax & NI
	478.06

	
	Total
	3698.60

	
	
	

	
	
	


b)
To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared. Payment of invoices, 
accounts and cheques prepared as detailed above were approved unanimously. 
c)
Delivery Charges for the Village News.  The Chair reported that a donation had been 
made to St Nicholas church for the delivery of the Village News from 1988/89 until 
2003/04.  In the later years this had amounted to £300 per year.  The delivery of the 
Village News is carried out by 35 volunteers from the church, who do not look for 
payment and no invoice or claim is made for this work.   Cllr R North proposed that an 
additional donation of £300 should be made to the church when a request is received for 
assistance with the maintenance of the churchyard.  This was seconded by Cllr B Ewens 
and voted for with 5 members in favour, none against and Cllr C Jardine abstaining.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No report 
b) Community Primary School –  Next meeting 15th July 2009.  
c) BBPCA – No meeting. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No meeting
e)   Highways Localism Initiative -  Next meeting  in a fortnight.

11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Coombs reported that a complaint had been received about the footpath through 
Poles Wood.  The footpath had been inspected and it would appear that the original route 
of the footpath had been blocked and altered.  The landowner will be asked to restore the 
path to the original route after consultation with Shirley Lucas, the Public Rights of Way 
Officer.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   The clerk reported that an increasing number of advertisers, although 
local, were from outside the immediate catchment area of the village and therefore did 
not receive a copy of the Village News automatically. Many of these had requested that a 
copy was posted to them.  As the editor did not wish to undertake any additional 
administration work, it was agreed that the clerk should make arrangements to send out 
copies to these advertisers. 
 b) Website –  A response had been received from our website manager about setting up a 
“blog” page. His response was quite detailed and gave links to other websites for 
information and examples.  Members decided to take the information away and consider 
it.

 13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
It was reported that the amount of litter had increased over the last few weeks, probably due to more people being out and about in the good weather.  It was agreed that the frequency of litter picking should increase during these periods.

It was also reported that the litter bins at the bus shelters were not being emptied by BBC at weekly intervals.  The clerk will report this to BBC.

The question was also raised about when the Highways Rangers might be visiting the village to carry out maintenance work. The clerk undertook to make further enquiries to obtain a more precise date.
14.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	02/06/2009
	BRW/293/2009
	Glenlore, Old Crown Lane, KH, CM14 )JX
	Demolition of Existing Dwellinghouse and Outbuildings and Erection of Replacement Two Storey Dwellinghouse together with Attached Garage and Linked Swimming Pool and storage Building
	We have no objection to the proposed demolition and erection of a replacement dwelling, provided that Borough Planners are satisfied that the footprint is not greater in size than the current footprint, that the floor area is less than currently exists and that the proposal is no more detrimental to the openness of the Metropolitan Green Belt, than the existing dwelling.

	26/06/2009
	BRW/352/2009
	Greenways, School Road, KH, CM15 0DH
	4 No. Dwellings each with a detached garage building to include a first floor games room (Application for Approval of Appearance, Landscaping and Scale Reserved by Outline Planning Permission reference BRW/426/2006)
	Objections – see comments below

	26/06/2009
	BRW/395/2009
	36 Stocksfield, KH, CM15 0BU
	Single Storey Side Extension
	In view of the "off-set" relationship with the neighbouring property, 38 Stocksfield, we feel that the proposed extension will have an adverse effect upon the visual amenity of the said neighbour(s). Whilst we understand that the usual 1 metre rule (distance from boundary) does not apply to single storey extensions, nevertheless, we feel that in these particular circumstances a remaining distance of 600mm to the boundary is unsatisfactory. From the plans it would appear that the existing boundary fence is quite low, so the new wall of the extension will be rather dominating. In addition, we feel that it is unsatisfactory to have the two side windows overlooking the neighbour's garden at such close proximity. Accordingly, we object to the proposals.

	27/06/2009
	BRW/405/2009
	28 Stocks Lane, KH, CM15 0BL
	Demolition of Single Storey Element at the side of No. 28 and erection of single storey at the rear and dormer window at the front; erection of attached three-bedroomed chalet dwellinghouse at the side of No. 28.
	In view of the similar development that has taken place on the site of no. 30 Stocks Lane, on the opposite corner of the mouth of Broadmeadow, it would be difficult to substantiate an objection to the concept behind the application.


BRW/352/2009 - Greenways, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch:

Our immediate perception, concerning this application, is that of an overcrowded site, with buildings of large volume that will look out of place. We will now put our detailed concerns forward.

 

Firstly, we have grave concerns about the apparent lack of opportunity to have splays to improve the sight lines for traffic emerging from the site. The site is adjacent to a school and there are already "traffic issues" particularly at school start and finish times.

 

We feel that, quite apart from the overcrowded overall footprint, the height of both the houses and the garages will give an additional cramped effect, as well as creating an unacceptable situation with regard to visual amenity on the edge of the green belt.

 

The houses that are proposed to have two upper storeys are particularly unacceptable, but we feel that there may be opportunity to reduce the slope of the roofs on all dwellings, so as to have less impact. 

 

We are concerned about the closeness to the school and, in particular, one of the three storey houses has its dormer windows facing towards the school and the nursery on the school site.

 

The fact that two of the dwellings are proposed to have 5 bedrooms, means that there is the potential for far greater vehicle movement than would otherwise be the case, thus giving further concern about traffic emerging onto School Road. A similar, but reduced, potential exists for the 4 bedroom properties. There will also be opportunities to convert a dressing room to yet another bedroom, and a similar possibility with regard to the garage games room/studio.

 

There appears to be little parking space, other than in front of the garages, so we are concerned, not only about the parking of more than two vehicles per dwelling, but also about vehicles belonging to visitors.

 

With regard to the garages, these also are too tall because of the desire to incorporate a games room or studio. They add to the cluttered effect and are detrimental to the visual amenity.

 

In summary, we have grave concerns about the attempt to squeeze too much into this site and regarding the dangerous situation that will arise with traffic emerging onto School Road in the absence of good visibility and the likelihood of children crossing the access/egress point when going to or from school.

 

We object to the proposals.

     15.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.57 pm to allow for the above item.


A comment was made about bollards/posts being removed from outside a property in 
Ongar Road near Mill Lane.


It was also reported that because of the inconsiderate parking by some residents in 
Briarwood, there had been a recent incident where a Fire Engine called out to deal with 
an emergency could not negotiate the parked cars to get to the fire.  Thankfully the fire 
was minor and was put out without the need for the appliance. 

The public session ended at 10.03pm
      16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 11th September 2009 at 8.00pm 
at the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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