These minutes are in draft form pending ratification at the next Parish Council meeting

KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 22nd June 2007 at 7.30 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr. C. Jardine (Chairman), Cllr. C. James (Vice Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. A Davies, 

Cllr. B. Ewens, Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. Y. Maguire, Cllr. M. Pead,  Cllr. S. Saunders, Cllr. J. Wright
            Also in attendance 7 members of the public and D. Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. C. Ewens
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr. S Saunders

KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal
KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. C Jardine

St Nicholas Church


Personal
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 7.35pm to allow for the above items

Apologies were received from Ann Naylor, ECC Member, Brentwood Rural 

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 7.45pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 25th MAY 2007 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 25th May 2007 were approved and signed by the Chair.
6. ADOPTION OF NEW CODE OF CONDUCT AND PARAGRAPH 12 (2)
a) New Code of Conduct dated May 2007
Cllr. A Davies proposed that the new Model Code of Conduct 2007 should be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr. S Saunders.  It was resolved unanimously this should be adopted.

b) Paragraph 12(2) of the New Code of Conduct

Cllr. A Davies proposed that paragraph 12(2) of the new Model Code of Conduct 2007 should also be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr. S Saunders.  It was resolved unanimously this paragraph should also be adopted.

7. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters. 

It was also agreed that Cllrs. Y Maguire, S Saunders, B Ewens, C Jardine and the Clerk should be nominated to attend a course being run by EALC on Budgets & Precepts on 12th September 2007 at a cost of £150.00.
8. RISK MANAGEMENT
a. The clerk reported that no further response had been received from BT about emissions from the radio mast in spite of reminders.  The clerk reported that he had looked at the OFCOM website which gave details of the number of transmitters and the level of GSM emissions licensed at individual basestations. On the website there is the facility to make an enquiry about actual emissions and it was agreed that the clerk should do this.
b. The RoSPA report on the state of the Play Area, Eagle Field and Swan Pond had highlighted many areas that required attention.  Members of the Environmental Committee had inspected the sites and reported back their findings.  The clerk was asked to arrange for remedial work to be carried out and to investigate the possibility of another type of matting in the Play Area.

9. ENVIRONMENT
a. New members of the Environmental Committee had met informally to appraise themselves of the ongoing issue.  The first meeting of the new Environmental Committee will now take place on Thursday 19th July 2007 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 
b. Speed Data.  The clerk reported the results received from ECC Highways of the Speed Surveys that were carried out recently at 2 locations on the Ongar Road. The speed criteria for the provision of Vehicle Activated Signs has not been met at either site.  A further Speed Survey will soon be carried out in the Blackmore Road now that the speed limit has been reduced to 30mph. 
c. School Road, outside Manitoba.  The Chairman reported that he and the clerk had met with representatives from Brentwood Borough Council Highways and Highways Maintenance at the site about the state on the road and verges. BBC  agreed that the verges that had been worn away and rutted would be filled in with a tarmac type of material and that the culvert should be identified with reflective posts.  The clerk also reported that he had now received a copy of the Certificate of Lawfulness and relevant documents for this site.  This was passed to members of the Environmental Committee for consideration.
10. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a.   Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 14/6


£9010.49

(Includes outgoings
£6356.21 since 15/5)

(and Income 

£135.00   since 15/5)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account
£46819.12

Plus interest 5/3 to 3/6

£387.38
=
£47206.50

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Abacus Tree Services
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	N Slack
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Ella Cabs
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	J P Lucus
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	

	Fane Hall Memorial Room
	Hire for 25/5 & 22/6
	46.50

	EALC
	Annual Affiliation Fee
	425.13

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Election Fees
	1339.07

	AM Sewell & Co
	Internal Audit Charges
	323.13

	Argents Ltd
	Summer Bedding Plants
	177.66

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing Eagle Field & Play Area
	191.73

	R D Potter (Odd Jobbers)
	Reimbursement for Compost
	12.99

	R D Potter (Odd Jobbers)
	General work
	63.75

	K Roast
	General work
	89.75

	Post Office
	(Admin) 100 x 1st Class Stamps
	34.00

	D Munro
	June Salary
	581.77

	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	238.62

	Sally Smith
	Village News correspondent & Coordinator (June & July)
	210.00

	Rural Community Council of Essex
	Annual Membership
	55.00

	D Munro 
	June Expenses
	21.91


b.
Payment of invoices received as detailed above was approved.

c.
Following advice from our internal auditor it was agreed that a Petty Cash facility be re-instated for incidental expenses.
d.
Cllr. M Pead enquired about further funding for the Parish Plan Steering Group. A grant for £250 had been made to the Parish Plan Steering Group in October 2006 for the hire of halls, start up costs, stationery and printing. Cllr. M Pead explained that further funding was required for the hiring of halls for meetings, stationery and printing and that the Group were in the process of applying for a substantial grant from the Rural Community Council of Essex.  A successful outcome of the grant application to the RCCE would be greatly enhanced by additional funding from other sources.  It was agreed that a further grant of £250 be made to the Parish Plan Steering Group, subject to the satisfactory completion of a grant application form.
e.
The clerk advised that he had been approached about the Parish Council providing flowers for St Nicholas Church on 5th August 2007.  The cost of providing flowers for the church would be about £25. Cllr. C Jardine withdrew from the meeting whilst members voted.  Cllr. A Davies proposed, Cllr.C James seconded and members voted unanimously in favour of this. Cllr.C Jardine returned to the meeting.
f.
Dates for Future Meetings.  Cllr. S Saunders reported that he had observed the fact that Parish Council Meetings were not well attended by members of the public and suggested that may be because the 4th Friday of the month was often the last Friday of the month and payday for many people.  Cllr. S Saunders proposed that Parish Council Meetings be moved to the 2nd Friday of the month, seconded by Cllr. J Wright and members voted unanimously in favour of this.  Cllr. S Saunders also proposed that the start time of meetings be put back from 7.30 to 8.00pm with a finish time of 10.00pm. This was seconded by Cllr. C James and members voted unanimously in favour.  The new arrangements will take effect from 14th September 2007 and the clerk was asked to investigate the cost and whether the Village Hall would be available for future meetings, should it be decided to change the venue of meetings.

h.
Timing of Public Session at Parish Council Meetings.


Cllr. S Saunders proposed that a second public session be introduced at the end of normal Parish Council Meetings to allow the public to express their views rather than having to wait until the next meeting.  It was agreed that this should last no longer than 5-10 minutes and be within the overall time limit of 10.00pm.

Proposed by Cllr. S Saunders and seconded by Cllr. J Wright.  Proposal carried with 6 members voting in favour and 4 members voting against.

i.
Cllr. Y Maguire raised the matter of having a regular Parish Council Surgery where villagers could meet Parish Council members to raise issues.  It was agreed that villagers should be consulted via the Village News (Parish Pump) and the KHPC website to get their views and what the response might be.
    11.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - nothing to report.

b. Community Primary School – nothing to report.
c. BBPCA – The Chairman undertook to circulate minutes of the last meeting when received.
d. BLSP – No meeting.

e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – Some new bus timetables had been received but nothing else to report.
    12.
 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
Cllr. M Pead reported that she and Cllr. B Ewens had met to follow up on 2 outstanding points.  In July and August they intend to walk all the footpaths in the parish to compile an up to date report on the state of our footpaths.

   13.
VILLAGE HALL
New members appointed to look at the issues had not yet been able to meet. It was hoped to meet soon and to report back at the next meeting. 
   14.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  A new roster for writing the Parish Pump article has now been compiled following circulation to all members.  This will be circulated to members.
b. Website – Photographs and contact details of new members are now on the website.     
   15.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

a.  Cllr. Y Maguire reported that the seat outside the Nisa Store had been damaged by vandals and the Police had identified the culprits.

b.  Footpath in Church Road.  The clerk was asked to find out what happened to a proposal for a footpath in Church Road 5-6 years ago.

c.  The problem of hedgerows overgrowing pathways was raised and the Chairman informed members that the clerk had postcards available for use to point out to residents that their hedges needed cutting.  Members of the Environment Committee will soon start walks in the areas they have taken responsibility for and report back. 
16.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:
	24/04/2007
	TPO/BRW/60/2007
	33 Roding Drive, KH
	Crown Reduce by 25% Two Ash and Five Oaks at rear of 33-37 Roding Drive
	
	We have no objection provided that the work is carried out in a professional manner, so as to ensure a balanced appearance.

	10/05/2007
	BRW/409/2007
	63 Glovers Field, KH
	Conservatory to the rear together with new pitched roof over existing garage and new garage extension
	
	Whilst we have no objection to the proposed conservatory, we do have reservations about the proposed alterations to the garage. The garage is one of a connected pair, the other belonging to the neighbouring property. We are concerned that the proposed alterations to the roof will result in a non-harmonious visual impact on the street scene, particularly bearing in mind the increased hight of the single skin “party” wall. No examples of this type of development exist in the immediate location and could set a precedent. Existing parking policy is noted and the loss of garage accommodation is regretted and could mean increased street parking in Glovers Field.

	11/05/2007
	BRW/428/2007
	12 Roding Drive, KH
	Single Storey Side Extension and First Floor Front Extension
	
	We object to the application on the grounds that the proposed first storey addition to the front elevation will be too dominant on the street scene creating an even greater effect of a terrace and out of character in relation to the other properties in the road.

	15/05/2007
	BRW/468/2007
	Longwoods, Blackmore Rd, KH
	Dormer Windows to the front and extension of the Dormer to the Rear
	
	No objection

	15/05/2007
	BRW/475/ 2007
	Longwoods, Blackmore Rd, KH
	Dropped Kerb
	
	No objection

	29/05/2007
	BRW/519/2007
	Meadow View, Blackmore Road, KH
	Single Syorey Side Porch Extension
	
	No objection

	11/06/2007
	BRW/544/2007
	Long Chase, Ongar Road, KH
	Side Extension with Two Flat Roof Dormer Windows
	
	We object to the proposals which are contrary to the policy in relation to the Metropolitan Green Belt, bearing in mind that the property has already been extended by the maximum permitted amount.


17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be held in the Committee Room, Village Hall on Thursday 19th July 2007 at 8pm

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held in the Fane Hall on Friday 27th July 2007 at 7.30pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes following the Public Session at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 22nd June 2007.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. There is an area of woodland in School Road which has apparently been designated as an area of scientific interest but the area has been neglected and trees are dangerous and not managed.  It was suggested that the council approach the owner (although it is not clear who owns the site) to ask them to maintain the woodland or enquire about purchasing the land and for the council to manage it.
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