KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 12th June 2009 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders.
             Also in attendance 7 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C James, Cllr D Loten and Cllr J Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal
4. ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO FILL REMAINING VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES & REPRESENTATIVES

Cllr B Ewens who was unable to attend the previous meeting when members were 
elected to serve on committees confirmed that he was willing to stand again to serve on 
the Environmental Committee and the Planning Committee.  Election to both these 
committees was proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and voted for 
unopposed by members.
5. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.10pm to allow for this item

In response to a query that Cllr K Parker, BBC member, had received following a previous meeting he advised that BBC road sweeping lorries were supposed to visit the village twice a month.

ECC member, Cllr A Naylor advised that proposals had been received to divert Footpath No. 21, which begins in Frog Street.  A meeting was planned for 18th June 2009 at 10.00am at the footpath in Frog Street to discuss the proposal.

Concern was also expressed about Footpath No. 3 which goes through Poles Wood regarding the gradual erosion and diversion by the landowner of this path.  This was reported to the Countryside Manager last year but it was uncertain what action had been taken to rectify the situation.  Our Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Scheme representatives will be making a walk of this footpath in the near future to assess the situation.

Concerns about the lack of activity regarding outstanding matters in School Road were again expressed.  Cllr R North confirmed that he and the clerk had reported all these matters to BBC, and reminded them on numerous occasions, but items requiring action were dealt with by BBC on a priority order basis, not on how long they had been outstanding.

It was also reported that the Millennium Stone had recently been hit and dislodged by a BBC vehicle.  The stone had been restored by BBC to its former position within a matter of hours.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.30pm
6. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8th MAY 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
7. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing matters including a complaint he 
had received from a resident of Kelvedon Green regarding sacks of garden waste being 
put out in Kelvedon Green by a resident of Littlebury Court.  These sacks were being put 
out anything up to 2 weeks before they were due for the next collection and made 
Kelvedon Green look untidy. It was agreed to monitor the situation to see if the culprit 
can be identified.
8.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

The repairs to equipment and mats at the swings were carried out by Playquip on 8/6/09.


The drainage around the Mobilus was also carried out by J & S Garden Services on 
8/6/09.  There was an unforeseen problem however.  The matting was too brittle to be 
relaid.  A quote has been received from J & S Garden Services to create a new bark area 
around the Mobilus to replace the mats, but it was decided to seek the opinion of the Play 
Area Safety Inspector and an estimate from a specialist matting company to replace the 
missing tiles, if possible, before making a decision on this.
9.
ENVIRONMENT
a) St Nicholas Church graveyard.  The Chair reported that he spoken to the new vicar about the number of burial plots remaining in the graveyard.  They had inspected the area and had identified areas for at least 20 more burials.  The problem is not as urgent as originally thought.  Revd. James will be seeking further advice from the church authorities.
b) Parking on verges in Luthers Close.  The clerk advised that the contractor has been informed to go ahead with the work and would expect work to commence soon.

c) Swan Lane sewerage main renewal.  The second phase of the renewal, which is the responsibility of a different water authority, is still in progress.  When this is finished we will assess the reinstatement work.

d) Odd jobs. The clerk reported that he had contacted our other contractor to see if he 
was interested in maintaining the planters.  He is too busy at the moment to consider 
this, but he also stated that his charges would be based on at least £12 per hour.  The 
clerk reported that £12 per hour is what some of the other parishes were paying for their 
odd jobs to be carried out. The planters have not been touched since October last year and 
desperately need replanting with summer bedding.  Although J & S Garden Services do 
not want to undertake the maintenance of the planters on an ongoing basis, the clerk 
reported that he had been able to persuade them to give us a quote for the planting of 
summer bedding as a “one-off”.  After much discussion Cllr S Saunders advised that he 
was able to get someone to undertake this for around £9 per hour.  It was proposed by 
Cllr M Pead, seconded by Cllr R North and with Cllr S Saunders abstaining, remaining 
members agreed unanimously that Cllr S Saunders should proceed with this proposal. 

J & S Garden Services quote for maintenance of the War Memorial was accepted.  
Proposed by Cllr Y Maguire, seconded by Cllr S Saunders with members unanimously in 
favour.

It was also agreed that there should be additional litter picking around the Post Office and 
School Road. Proposed Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr B Ewens and with Cllr S 
Saunders abstaining, remaining members were unanimously in favour. 

It had been brought to our notice that the bus shelters need re-painting/varnishing.  Mrs 
Kim Saunders had repainted the bus shelter opposite the Village Sign. Before and after 
photographs were circulated to members who agreed that the result was outstanding. It 
was agreed that Mrs Saunders should proceed to repaint the other shelters. Proposed by 
Cllr M Pead, seconded by Cllr R North and with Cllr S Saunders abstaining, remaining 
members were unanimously in favour. 

e) Affordable Local Housing survey. Nothing further to report at this stage. Enquiries are continuing.
f) Youth Facilities Following representations by youths at the Annual Parish Meeting, at which they asked the Parish Council to consider providing a BMX cycle track, further enquiries had been made by the Chair, members and the clerk to find out more information on what was required and how we might go about this.  After much discussion and exchange of information the clerk was asked to make enquiries of our insurance company to find out how much it would cost to insure such a facility and to enquire with BBC to find out if planning permission would be required to site a track on the suggested site, Eagle Field.
g) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – It was reported that detailed plans would be submitted to BBC soon. 
10.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at 8/5/09

  
£25,407.08


(plus income since last meeting



+      £495.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-    £4,578.35)





   
  (Estimated balance at 12/6/09 = £21,323.73)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,280.26

Transactions since last Meeting:
	Income
	
	

	A J Roach
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Pagan Marketing
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	M D Swaine
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	A Watts
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Keith Ashton Estates
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	P C Hughes
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	T S Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	Total
	495.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area Maintenance (x2) & War Memorial
	180.00

	K J Saunders
	Litter picking & Bus Shelters (May) 
	171.00

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & correspondent
	100.00

	D Munro
	Re-imbursement Dell printer cartridges
	43.98

	Namesco Limited
	Website hosting & domain (2 yrs)
	275.98

	D Munro
	Re-imbursement padlocks
	28.85

	D Munro
	Re-imbursement T/Calls 18/2 to 18/5
	61.88

	Allianz Insurance plc
	Additional Insurance premium
	50.36

	Viking Direct
	Laminating pouches
	47.40

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area Maintenance (x2)
	130.00

	J & S Garden Services
	Mobilus Drainage
	1850.00

	Playquip Leisure
	Play Area repairs
	993.60

	D Munro
	June Salary + arrears
	1405.87

	HMRC
	June Tax & NI
	724.65

	
	Total
	6063.57


      b) 
National Pay Award for Local Council Clerks.  Notification has been received regarding 
the pay award for clerks from 1/4/2008 (an increase of 2.75%). This was considered by 
members and implementation of the new rates of pay was agreed. Proposed by Cllr R 
North, seconded by Cllr S Saunders with members unanimously in favour.
c)
To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared. Payment of invoices, 
accounts and cheques prepared as detailed above was proposed by Cllr R North, 
seconded by Cllr S Saunders and approved unanimously. 
d)
Internal Audit report and completion of Annual Return for External Audit.  A copy of the 
internal audit report and accompanying letter was circulated to members along with the 
Annual Return detailing the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement.  
Chair, Cllr R North proposed that the figures and entries were approved. This was 
seconded by Cllr C Ewens and agreed unanimously by members.  The Chair and the 
Clerk signed the necessary declarations.
11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No report 
b) Community Primary School –  No report.  
c) BBPCA – Chair, Cllr R North had attended a recent meeting of the BBPCA.  At this discussions had included issues relating to travellers, mainly from Blackmore and Ingatestone PCs.  There seemed to be more awareness of the “double taxation” issue whereby parishes have to pay for services that borough wards receive for free.  With a new leader of the BBC being recently elected, it was felt that investigations should be made to find out if the policy of a yearly 10% reduction in the discretionary parish grant would continue. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No report
Highways Localism Initiative -  Chair, Cllr R North had attended a meeting of the Highways Panel during the week.  Several items were reported, but nothing of immediate significance to the village.  He also reported that he had personally monitored the function of the VAS sign on the Ongar Road and it now appeared to be working reasonably accurately.

12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report.
13.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   A query was raised about a donation that used to be made to St Nicholas 
church in recognition of the fact that the Village News was delivered by church 
volunteers. Nothing seems to have happened with this for the last few years.  The clerk 
was asked to look up records and investigate. 
 b) Website –  Cllr M Coombs reported that he had looked at the rules and guidelines 
regarding the advertising and links to other clubs or organisations on our “gov.uk” 
website address and could not find any reason not to do this.  The clerk will discuss this 
with our website manager and contact local clubs/organisations to obtain their permission 
to publish contact telephone numbers and website addresses where appropriate. 
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
A query was raised about the possible wrong siting of fencing outside The Keatings, Ongar Road.  As this fencing was erected by BBC the PC advised that BBC should be the people to contact about this.
15.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	12/05/2009
	BRW/282/2009
	Kumra Lodge, Ongar Rd, KH, CM15 0JX
	Extension and Alteration to Outbuilding at Rear and Conversion of Extended Outbuilding to Form a Two-Bedroom Unit of Ancillary Accommodation
	We object to the proposed extension and alterations on the grounds of it being inappropriate in this Green Belt location. The result would be too much like a separate dwelling.


     16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.25 pm to allow for the above item.


A comment was made about the long amount of time that it took BBC/ECC Highways 
Departments between painting the area surrounding potholes etc. and actually getting the 
work carried out. 


A complaint was also received about vans parked on the verge in Ongar Road near the 
entrance to Mill Lane.  These vehicles made it difficult for vehicles emerging from Mill 
Lane to see oncoming traffic and for pedestrians.  If there is a violation of public 
highways laws, incidents like this should be reported to the police. 

The public session ended at 10.35pm
      19.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 10th July 2009 at 8.00pm at the 
Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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