KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 23rd March 2007.

1.
PRESENT
Cllr. D. Hardy (Chair), Cllr. A. Davies, Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. B. Ewens, Cllr. B. Hall, Cllr. J. Kerry, Cllr. C. Jardine,              

E. Higgins, Parish Clerk, D. Munro, Parish Clerk elect

7 members of the public. 
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

It was resolved to exclude members of the public and the press from the meeting whilst considering item 12 of this meeting’s agenda by reason of the confidential nature of the business (Public admissions to Meetings Act 1960). Accordingly item 12 of the agenda will be dealt with after all other business has been conducted.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. D. Angel, Cllr. V. Davies, Cllr. J. Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal


Clr. C. Brown

Planning



Prejudicial
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 7.35pm to allow for the above items

Apologies were received from Ann Naylor, ECC Member, Brentwood Rural

Meeting resumed at 8.05pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 23rd FEBRUARY 2007
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 23RD February 2007 were approved and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters.

7. RISK MANAGEMENT
a. The clerk reported that he has so far been unable to get a response from BT to the two letters sent by him on the matter of any health risks associated with emissions from the Kelvedon Hatch radio mast. Brentwood member Cllr. K. Parker has some information regarding emissions and he will pass these to the clerk in due course.
8.
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE
b. The minutes of the Environmental Committee meeting of 16th January 2007 were received. 

c. The Chair of the Environmental Committee advised that a working party had been formed to examine the future of Eagle Field as a village asset. This includes three councillors and two co-optees.

d. VAS machines - ECC Highways are currently undertaking speed surveys at two locations in Ongar Road. The order re the speed limit reduction to 30mph in Blackmore Road has been signed and will come into effect on 29th March 2007 so the installation of this VAS should be able to proceed as soon as possible.

e. The post for the village sign has been installed but the sign itself cannot be erected until the concrete has ‘cured’ for a minimum of 21days. The clerk will ask BBC to confirm a date when the work will be completed so that plans for an unveiling ceremony can be formalised.

f. School Road, Outside Manitoba – BBC are receiving numerous complaints daily about verge damage and it is unlikely that the problem at this location will be dealt with in the short term. The Chair is proposing to obtain a copy of the Certificate of Lawfulness covering the Manitoba site so that activity at the yard can be monitored to ensure the occupiers are in compliance. HGV’s leaving and entering the site have caused the verge damage at this location.

8. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a. There was no Committee report
b. Balances: -

Community a/c  
£1712cr
BR Tracker a/c             £46819cr



Petty cash spent - nil  

Petty cash balance held - nil

c. The clerk advised councillors that he has a small supply of nomination papers for the May 3rd elections and that public notices will be put up on 27th March 2007.

d. An invoice has been received from the village hall for payment in advance for the use of the committee room for Environmental Committee meetings for the rest of 2007. It was resolved not to pay in advance (with the exception of the May 2007 booking) in case the new PC wishes to vary the dates and frequencies of the committee meetings. Accordingly the amount of the invoice was reduced to £100.51.

Cheques issued since the last meeting: - 

	21-Mar-07
	Fane Memorial Room
	101986
	22.50 

	21-Mar-07
	K Roast
	101987
	141.50 

	21-Mar-07
	Sally Smith
	101988
	210.00 

	21-Mar-07
	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	101989
	249.50 

	21-Mar-07
	Viking Direct
	101990
	46.08 

	21-Mar-07
	LCR
	101991
	13.50 

	21-Mar-07
	Kelhatch Press
	101992
	484.00 

	21-Mar-07
	Viking Direct
	101993
	69.12 

	21-Mar-07
	Inland Revenue
	101994
	32.51 

	21-Mar-07
	E Higgins
	101995
	630.78 

	21-Mar-07
	E Higgins
	101996
	186.46 

	21-Mar-07
	Post Office
	101997
	32.00 

	21-Mar-07
	Emorsgate Seeds
	101998
	42.60 

	21-Mar-07
	KH Village Hall
	101999
	100.51 


10.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - nothing to report.
b. Community Primary School – nothing to report.
c. BBPCA
BBPCA had met and discussed the implications of the 10% reduction in the Parish Support Grant from BBC. Although BBC are planning 10% reductions each year over 5 years, the Leader of BBC has agreed to review this decision in Autumn 2007.

Various grants are available to PC’s 

Although the PC elections are held on 3rd May 2007, retiring  councillors do not leave office until 5 days later, 8th May 2007.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – no report.  
       11.
 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
The clerk reported that BBC, as agents for ECC P3 scheme, will be taking up the problem of motorcyclists criss-crossing byway 1 with the landowner concerned keeping the Parch Council informed.

12. VILLAGE HALL
This item was moved to the ‘Confidential Agenda’ below.

       13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News – The meeting was suspended while the Editor advised that the proposal to incorporate the village sign on the front page of ‘Village News’ is not very practical, as the artwork does not have sufficient detail. This matter will be looked at again after the sign has been erected.
b. Website – nothing to report    
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

Cllr. B. Hall advised that despite a complaint at the last PC meeting that BBC had, last year, mowed over the highways verges daffodils too soon, the display this year had been exceptional.

ECC Highways, which has maintained officers at Brentwood since the Highways budget moved to ECC will be moving all Brentwood based officers to Harlow by 1st April 2007.

The Chair made a presentation to the outgoing clerk than king him for his service to the Parish Council and welcomed the new Clerk who will take up his duties on 1st April 2007
15. PLANNING

The following planning applications have been dealt with since the last PC meeting: -

	23/02/2007
	BRW/161/2007
	7 Church Road, KH
	Change of use of redundant piggery to single storey dwelling house and formation of 2 separate residential curtilages
	CJ
	Whilst we have no objection, in principle, to the proposals, we are concerned to note that the plans show an existing driveway to the present house, no. 7 Church Road. No such driveway exists. However if it is intended to form a driveway to the right of the property when viewed from the road, we would be concerned about sightlines bearing in mind the existing substantial conifer hedge, part of which would have to be removed for the driveway.

	23/02/2007
	LB/BRW/4/2007
	Germains Farmhouse, Kelvedon Hall Lane, KH
	Installation of timber staircase
	CJ
	No objection

	07/03/2007
	BRW/205/2007
	The Haven, Blackmore Rd, KH
	new pitched roof over existing single storey rear extension and the erection of two new dormer windows at the rear
	CJ
	No objection

	14/03/2007
	BRW/238/2007
	Glenlore, Ongar Rd. KH
	demolition of s/s elements at front, erection of 2 storey extension at the front and internal and external alterations to the dwelling house together with erection of attached swimming pool building
	CJ
	Whilst we have no objection to the concept of improving the external appearance of the property, including some alterations, we are concerned that there may be an increase in habitable floor space in this metropolitan green belt location. If the car port is included in the figure of 131 square metres mentioned by the agents to be demolished, we would have thought that this would not constitute habitable floor space. It should not therefore be considereds as part of the developed area.


16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

27th April 2007.

PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       Agenda item 12 moved to confidential agenda

12. VILLAGE HALL

It was resolved unanimously that: -

a. As the dates suggested by the Trustees for a meeting Chaired by an independent   

Chairman fall within the election period, the clerk should advise the Trustees that the meeting should now be deferred until the new council is formed.

b. The Parish Council should now act upon the advice received from National 

      Association of Local Councils in its letter of 1st February 2007.
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