KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 14th March 2008 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr C Jardine (Chairman), Cllr C James (Vice Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 10 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -


Cllr S Saunders

KH Community School 

Personal (parent governor)



4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.04pm to allow for the above items

Cllr. Ann Naylor, EEC member, advised the meeting that Brentwood Borough Council had decided to retain the 9.00am start time for the use of Bus Passes.  She also advised the meeting about the Highways Localism Initiative.
 The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.12pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8th FEBRUARY 2008 & 22nd FEBRUARY 2008 
The minutes for the Parish Council meetings held on 8th & 22nd February were agreed and signed by the Chair.
6. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters. Included in these were:
a) Progress on preparation of our entry for the Best Kept Village competition. 

b) Progress on the work to repair the damage to the fence at Eagle Field and


correspondence with the police to obtain details to enable a claim to be made 
against the responsible driver’s insurance.
c) The clerk also advised that a second estimate to carry out the work to erect posts on the verges at the rear of Swan Walk had been received.  Estimates had been received from 1st Justcall Ltd. and Brentwood Borough Council.  After consideration it was agreed to ask BBC to carry out the work.
7. RISK MANAGEMENT
a) Play Area Update. The Clerk reported that the work to the Play Area had been carried out by BBC.
b) Emissions from the Water Tower mobile phone mast. The Clerk reported that he accompanied 2 technicians from Vodafone when they carried out a survey on 22 Feb 2008. The machine they used was portable and very sophisticated, measuring all types of radio waves from all sources.  Readings were recorded continuously from the start of a route from Chandlers Walk through to Eagle Way and down Kelvedon Green down to Roding Drive.  At this point readings were being picked up from the BT mast as well as the water tower, but throughout the survey emissions of all types of radio waves were only hundredths or thousandths of the recommended safe levels.  In fact the highest level of radio waves recorded was for local FM radio.  A full written report is awaited but readings taken indicate that emission levels are safe.

8. ENVIRONMENT
a. Report from the Environmental Committee.  Cllr Y Maguire (Chair of the Environmental Committee) reported upon items discussed at the meeting held on 6 March 2008. 
b. Memorial seat in memory of Dave Smith.  Cllr C Jardine advised that he had been in touch with Sally Smith but was still awaiting her views on this.
c. Annual Litter Pick.  It was agreed that we should hold this event on Saturday 17th May 2008.
d. Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery.  We were not aware of any new developments but it was understood that plans will be submitted to BBC soon.  
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Community Account balance as at 14/2/08



£14,310.97

(less approved expenditure at last PC meeting 
- £484.95)

(less expenditure since last meeting

- £1,369.79)





     
(Estimated balance at 14/3/08 = £12,456.23)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account




£38,083.21

(£10,000 was transferred from our Base Rate Tracker Account to our Community Account on 23/1/08.)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	SD Howe
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	New Lady Gardener
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Amicio
	Village News Advertisement
	60.00

	IFC Harcourt
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Duns Ltd
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	SJ & JC Wells
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	N Slack
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	
	Total
	495.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	D Munro
	February Salary
	908.11

	H M Revenue & Customs
	February Tax & NI
	461.68

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Allsigns International Ltd
	Keep Dogs on Leads Signs
	52.40

	Kelhatch Press
	V News printing 2 editions
	528.00

	R D Potter (OddJobbers)
	February Invoice
	140.25

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Work on Play Area
	646.25

	JE Dobre
	VN Editor & Correspondent
	100.00

	Fane Memorial Room
	Rent 14/3
	23.25

	D Munro
	Expenses & Admin 11/1 to 14/3
	45.89

	D Munro
	March Salary
	908.11

	HM Revenue & Customs
	March Tax & NI (less £100)
	361.68

	
	Total
	2805.83

	
	
	


b) Invoices received and payments listed above were approved.
c)
i) Co-option to fill remaining PC vacancy   The Returning Officer has asked to be advised of who we propose to co-opt in order for a check to be made before formal co-option at a PC meeting takes place.  Members agreed to give this some consideration and come forward with proposals at the next PC meeting.

ii) Filling of Vacancies for Committee Members and Representatives 
As membership of all committees and representatives will be coming up for renewal in May it was decided to leave this until then.
     d)
Review of Grant Applications

Football Club – The clerk advised that he had written to the Chairman of the Football Club to advise that we have approved a £5000 grant but wished to retain the money until the FC need it.  A reply has been received saying that this was understood and advising that problems are now being encountered that might delay the project.
Tennis Club – The clerk advised that he had written to the Tennis Club to advise that the PC had turned down their request for a grant for 2008 summer training.

c) Provision of Black Sacks 2008/09.  Cllr C James advised that he had found a much cheaper source for next year’s black sacks.  The clerk was asked to establish how much BBC would charge to deliver these to households.

d) Dealing with enquiries from the Press – In view of recent events when “no comment” was made to press enquiries it was decided that in the event of future enquiries, members of the press should be invited to attend the next PC meeting to ask their questions at the Public Session.

e) Next meeting of the Finance Committee – As the end of the current financial year is approaching it was agreed that a Finance Committee meeting should be held to review the year’s accounts and to carry out a review of the effectiveness of our Internal Audit procedures.  Our 2007/08 figures should be available mid April onwards so the clerk was asked to arrange a meeting of the end of April.
10.   VILLAGE HALL    
The Working Party members confirmed that they wished the clerk to send a letter, exactly as drafted, appointing an Independent Valuer to carry out a valuation of Poor’s Field.


11.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative appointed.

b. Community Primary School –  Cllr S Saunders reported that the school had just received the results of their Ofsted assessment and everything was assessed as Grade 2 or “Good”.
c. BBPCA – Representatives had been unable to attend the last meeting.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – No representative appointed.  
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME
Cllr M Pead reported that she had been in contact with Brentwood Countryside Management Service about the recent survey of the footpaths and bridlepaths in the parish.  Indications were that when new funding was received, the work required in Kelvedon Hatch will be at the top of the list. 
13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  nothing to report
b. Website – Cllr S Saunders requested that a separate page be set up for the Finance Committee.     
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

       a.  
Cllr S Saunders undertook to investigate whether an alternative insurer could 
provide the extra cover we were considering for Eagle Field.

       b.
Cllr S Saunders updated the meeting on his investigation into the operations at 
Manitoba.  His enquiries are continuing. 
15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:

	06/02/2008
	BRW/97/2008
	44 Stocksfield, KH
	Conversion of Garage and Extension of Garage to the Front.
	No Objection

	20/02/2008
	BRW/107/2008
	Hatch Farm, Ongar Rd, KH
	Retention of Solid Metal Panels to Vehicular and Pedestrian Gates at the Front (Amendment to Condition 1 of Planning Approval Reference BRW/731/2007)
	See comments below

	20/02/2008
	BRW/131/2008
	46 Stocksfield, KH
	Extension of Porch to the Side
	No Objection

	21/02/2008
	BRW/143/2008
	Glenlore, Ongar Road, KH
	Erection of Linked covered swimming pool building and ancillary accommodation together with the demolition of an equivalent area of single storey building.
	No objection, on the basis that the application made during 2007 now fails and that any approval is conditioned so that conversion to habitable accommodation is prevented.

	06/03/2008
	TPO/BRW/22/2008
	11 Matchingfield, KH
	Pollard Two Hornbeams
	

	13/03/2008
	TPO/BRW/32/2008
	Land Adjacent to The Spinney, School Rd, KH and Rear of 33-37 Roding Drive, KH
	Fell One Ash Tree
	


Planning Application No.
BRW/107/2008

Address: Hatch Farm, Ongar Road, Kelvedon Hatch, CM15 0AD

Response by Kelvedon Hatch Parish Council:

We object to this application.

 

Whilst we accept the agent's statement that Roding Barn and Hatch Farm are now two entirely separate properties, in achieving this position there has been the introduction of a new boundary fence and accompanying shrubs. In our opinion we now have to look at these properties in today's conditions.

 

Roding Barn previously had permission refused for tall vehicular gates and we believe that the same should apply to neighbouring properties such as Hatch Farm.

 

The agent mentions a previously existing wall at the location where the vehicular gates are now situated. The old brick wall, together with a small section of wrought iron fence on top, was far more attractive than the present situation.

 

In the case of the pedestrian gate, the agent mentions that this was previously of solid timber construction. This is quite correct. However, the gate was quite low in height whereas it is now tall, with a solid black panel.

 

The agent contends that removal of the black plates would not perform any function of any benefit to the listed building and that the applicants are concerned about loss of privacy and amenity.

 

We would respond by saying that the listed building would be much enhanced by the removal of these panels and that, given there is a substantial driveway in front of the building, rather than, for example, a lawned area where the occupants might want to sit, the loss of privacy would be negligible. The visual amenity remains impaired whilst the panels are in situ.

16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.15 pm to allow for the above item.


 Some further comments were made and noted.
The public session ended at 10.22pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 11th April 2008 in the Fane Hall, Church Road at 8.00pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
 KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Sessions at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 14th March 2008.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. Concern was expressed about the state of School Road, i.e. the number of potholes on the stretch just beyond the Village Hall to the bend.  Some patching had been carried out some months ago, but it has not solved the problem.
2. A member of the public pointed out the continuing abuse of the yellow lines outside the School.  It was also reported that someone had recently received a penalty notice and fine for illegal parking.
3. The standard of grass cutting by Brentwood BC in Eagle Field and the Play Area was criticized. It was felt that the grass was not cut back enough. 
PAGE  

