KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 13th March 2009 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 3 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr C Jardine.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

It was reported that the Junior Football Club would be holding a coaching session on 14th & 15th April 2009 from 10.00 to 15.00 on each day.  Guest professional football players will be participating. 
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.10pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13th FEBRUARY 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 9th January 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chair after amendment of “EEC” to “ECC” in paragraph 4. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing matters.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

Following the Annual Inspection report, the clerk reported that he had met with J 
& S 
Garden Services at the Play Area to examine the equipment to see what could be done 
to rectify the low risk items that were raised in the report.  After 
examination of the 
items it was difficult to see what could be done with many of these as the equipment 
was manufactured to different standards many years ago 
when it was new.  The clerk was 
asked to seek clarification from the Play Area Inspector and to obtain his suggestions 
regarding work that could be done to improve these items. 

8.
ENVIRONMENT
a)  Report from The Environmental Committee meeting on 5th March 2009.  Cllr Y Maguire, the Chair of the Environmental Committee, reported on the main items arising at the previous week’s meeting.

b) St Nicholas Church graveyard.  The Chair reported that he had met with Mr M Parrish, the owner of the land adjoining the graveyard to discuss the situation regarding the adjoining land.  At this meeting he discovered that in 2004 Mr Parrish had applied for, and received, planning permission for the change of use of a strip of land from agricultural to use as a cemetery.  This could be either as an extension to the existing churchyard, subject to agreement with the church, or as a private cemetery with its separate access. With this information, the clerk had been able to find the planning application BRW/910/2004 which was noted with “no objection” as the comment upon the application by the Parish Council at the time.

The Chair also reported that he had visited the churchyard and estimated that there were in fact about 20 plots remaining and that there were further plots that could possibly be reused as they were over 100 years old and uncared for.  Also, he had noted that there were some trees that were reaching a mature condition which might be removed in the next few years, for the safety of the church, and this would make further land available for burial plots.  It was agreed that this was not as urgent as initially thought and that the Chair would discuss the matter with the church after the new Rector takes up his duties on 29th April 2009.

c) Roundabouts on A128 Ongar Road.  It was agreed that the breakdown of the estimated £350,000 - £400,000 cost of providing a small roundabout on the Ongar Road was not very informative, but it was agreed to put it on file and come back to it at a future date.
d) Luthers Close.  Cllr C James advised that he had been in contact with a local contractor to give an estimate for planting plants and shrubs on the verges as a possible solution to prevent parking. The clerk reported that he had been in contact with BBC to make them aware of the illegal parking situation in the area surrounding the school.  BBC had promised to send Traffic Wardens to visit the location.  To date nothing seems to have happened.  The clerk was asked to contact BBC again to demand the action of Traffic Wardens to issue parking tickets.
d)  Annual Litter pick.  Whether to have a litter pick day was discussed at some length.  It was felt that it was of limited value and turnout in the past few years was poor. Litter picking is something that BBC should be carrying out on an ongoing basis and we have our own contactors who regularly carry out additional litter picking many areas.  Clr S Saunders proposed that we should not hold an annual litter pick this year.  This was seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and supported unanimously by members.  The clerk was asked to ensure that scheduled litter picks were actually carried out effectively.
e) Youth Facilities Group.  A meeting has been held and it has been decided to ask the youths of the village what facilities they actually want as priorities seem to have changed over the last year.  Enquiries will also be made to find out what has happened to the Youth Bus as this seems to have disappeared.
f) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – The Chair reported that he had written a letter of support for the project to the PCT and the Head of Planning at BBC. 
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a)  Balances / Management of Accounts
Community Account balance as at 14/2/09 (estimated)
£5,721.72

(plus amount transferred from BBR Tracker Account  
+ £15,000.00)

(plus income since last meeting



+ £1,940.99)

(less cheques issued following last meeting


-  £2,651.93)





     (Estimated balance at 13/3/09 = £20,010.78)
Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,273.07

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	1745.99

	Bentley Golf Club
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	A Moore
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	TS Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	Total
	1940.99

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area maintenance 

(Jan & Feb)
	195.00

	J E Dobre
	Village News editor & correspondent (Jan & Feb)
	200.00

	D Munro (re-imbursement)
	T/Calls (19/11 to 17/2)
	24.18

	Landons
	Solicitors fee - Hire Agreement
	230.00

	R D Potter
	Oddjobbers (Feb)
	126.00

	Kelhatch Press
	V News printing (Feb & March)
	800.00

	Post Office
	100 x 1st Class Stamps
	36.00

	D Munro
	March Salary
	962.35

	HMRC
	March Tax & NI 
	375.24

	
	Total
	2948.77

	
	
	

	
	
	


b)
To approve payment of invoices received. Payment of invoices and accounts as detailed 
above was approved unanimously. 
c) To consider combining the Annual Parish Meeting with a social event.  The Village Hall (Main Hall) has been booked for the evening of Tuesday 19th May 2009.  Discussions took place regarding what sort of social event might be provided.
d) Fund Raising event.  This was raised at a previous meeting but no proposals were forthcoming yet.  To be carried forward to the next meeting.
10. VILLAGE HALL 
The clerk advised that although Business in the Community (BITC) had accepted our request for free legal advice the solicitor approached by them felt that the Parish Council was funded from government and refused to provide probono assistance.  After consultation with the Chair, the clerk had contacted Landons solicitors in Brentwood to seek their advice on the Hire Agreement.  The clerk had made an appointment to discuss the Agreement and at this the solicitor confirmed that there did not seem to be any problems with it. However, the solicitor did recommend that we ensured that we are covered by our insurance policy for public liability of £5M and indemnity for Village Hall employees, volunteers and invitees etc.  The clerk reported that he had subsequently examined our existing policy and we seem to be covered for this already.  However, the clerk reported that he had written to Aon (our insurers) with a copy of the Hire Agreement asking them to confirm this.  
Members considered the situation and decided that a letter from the insurance company confirming this should be our possession before signing the agreement. 
The solicitor also pointed out that it was for the parish council to decide on what date the hire agreement will commence and for how long the agreement is to run for.  It was agreed that the agreement should run from the current year and Cllr C James proposed that it should be for a period of 25 years.  This was seconded by Cllr J Wright and voted for by members unanimously in favour. 
Cllr Saunders also pointed out that potentially there could be a problem with clause 10 of the agreement which states that on termination the council would be responsible for removing the play equipment and making good the ground upon which the equipment was sited.  It was decided that the members of the working party should meet again with the trustees to discuss this clause.
Cllr Saunders also pointed out that because of the two years notice required to quit the agreement, we should keep an amount covering at least two years rental in our reserve.
It was brought to the notice of members that the annual hire period operated by the Village Hall Trustees was January to December, so the amount of £5,440.00 invoiced for Poor’s Field for 2008 was now overdue.  Payment of arrears for 2008 was proposed by Cllr D Loten. This was seconded by Cllr M Pead and voted for by members unanimously in favour.
11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  Nothing to report  
c) BBPCA – Nothing to report
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  Nothing to report
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  Nothing to report 
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report, but Cllr M Pead advised that the footpaths around the village will be 
walked again in the near future and in response to a recent enquiry about the footpath that 
goes through Poles Wood, we are aware of the situation and this will be included in the 
survey
13.
PUBLICITY
a) Village News –   It was suggested that we ought to try to increase circulation (and 
therefore revenue) by wider circulation.
b) Website –  Cllr M Coombs mentioned that he had visited the website for West Bergholt PC 
and there were many features which he thought we ought to consider for our own 
website. 
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
It was reported that the barrier outside Kelvedon Hatch Community School was loose and required resetting.

It was reported that the work carried out to renew the sewerage main in Swan Lane had resulted in damage to concrete bollards/posts being cracked and some are now missing.  It was agreed that the clerk and a representation of Councillors should investigate the total damage done, taking pictures where necessary, and quickly notify the utility companies involved of deficiencies and inadequacy of the reinstatement work.

Cllr J Wright asked whether it was possible to introduce a “blog” page on the website to make it easier for villagers to have a say on local issues.
15.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	14/02/2009
	BRW/84/2009
	Manitoba, School Rd, KH, CM15 0DL
	Demolition of Two Asbestos Storage Buildings and Erection of One Replacement Timber Building
	We Object (see separate comments below)

	26/02/2009
	BRW/112/09
	8 The Briars, Ongar Rd, KH, CM15 0DD
	Demolition of Existing Single Storey Element and Outside Store and Erection of Single Storey Rear Extension.
	No Objections


Manitoba – BRW/84/2009

Kelvedon Hatch Parish Council:

We object to this application. There does not seem to be a great difference between this and the previous application which was refused. There has not been a fundamental change in the proposals of the application and our previous objections still stand.

i.e.  “This development is undesirable in such a rural location, let alone on Green Belt land. 
Page 6 of the application states that the site will be open from 7.00am to 7.00pm Monday to Friday and on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays will be open 24 hours a day. Again we object strongly to this proposal in such a quiet rural location. 
Numerous representations have been made to the Parish Council about the unsuitability of School Road for heavy traffic and problems caused by previous similar use. This road is unsuitable for heavy traffic and the proposal is undesirable from a safety point.”

It was also reported that a letter had been received by the resident of  Fairmead, Mill Lane, KH about an earlier decision, at our January 2009 meeting, about the decision to object to proposals to transfer the ownership of the grassed area outside the property from the Highways Dept. to the resident.  This was reconsidered, but it was decided not to review our earlier decision. Our objections to this proposal still stand.

16.
PUBLIC SESSION
The meeting was suspended at 10.17 pm to allow for the above item.

It was reported that there were would probably be a planning application for the PC to consider from the Village Hall Trustees for the construction of a new canopy over the new main entrance to the Village Hall.  
The public session ended at 10.19pm
17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 16th April 2009 at 8.00pm at the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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