KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 12th March 2010 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr S Saunders and Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 7 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from Cllr B Ewens and Cllr C Ewens
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

Cllr K Parker, BBC member reported that he had discussed the issue of the ownership and work required on Swan Pond with John Whelpdale, Acting Head of 
Sustainable Communities & Public Places at BBC.  It would appear that they are amenable to leasing or gifting the pond to the Parish Council, or even arranging some form of rolling contract. It is now up to the Parish Council to decide what it wants and to arrange a meeting with BBC to discuss.
A member of the public enquired about the legal situation regarding vehicles parked on pavements.  The Chairman replied that from previous discussions with the police, an offence is committed if the vehicle is blocking the pavement or is obstructing sight lines at junctions.  If incidents are reported to the police they will take these up with the vehicle owner.

A member of the public also raised a query about the location of preferred sites in the Travellers & Gypsies Development Plan.  There are no sites within this parish and BBC have carried out a well publicised consultation on this plan. Any questions should have been addressed to BBC during this period.
Iain Johnson the new reporter from the Brentwood Gazette covering our parish introduced himself.

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.25pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12th FEBRUARY 2010 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 12th February 2010 were agreed by members and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

The clerk reported briefly on the following matters:


a) Reimbursement of £537.20 has now been received from ECC for the Laptop, case and 
printer that was won as the prize for the best website competition.


b)  Allianz Insurance have replied that they do not intend to charge anything extra in the 
current year for insurance cover for the laptop and printer and they have included it in a 
revised schedule. 


c)  £10.00 has been added back into the bank balance, being the amount which was paid 
by cheque to DBS Trust SA on 4/9/08.  This cheque was not presented and has now 
expired.  (It is intended to include this amount in the next cheque that will be prepared for 
DBS Trust SA when the next year’s rent for Eagle Field will be due.)


Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the Agenda.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.  – 

  -
Associated Surfaces & Materials have resurfaced the area around the roundabout.


-
The Annual Inspection report has just been received and this has been circulated 
to members.  The report highlights the fact that most of our equipment is old and does not 
conform to modern standards.  Other areas associated with maintenance will require 
attention (mainly by specialists).

8.
ENVIRONMENT

a)  Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 4th March 2010.  


Cllr Y 
Maguire, the chair of the Environmental Committee updated members on the 
main points arising at the meeting.

 
b) Swan Pond Restoration. Following the report from BBC Cllr K Parker, members 
discussed the options, advantages and disadvantages of taking over ownership of the 
pond and the surrounding area. Cllr S Saunders proposed that the Parish Council should 
take over the ownership of the pond by way of a gift from Brentwood Borough Council.  
This was seconded by Cllr J Wright.  In a recorded vote, requested by Cllr S Saunders, 
members voted: In favour, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr J Wright, Cllr C James, 
Cllr S Saunders, Cllr M Coombs and Cllr R North.  Against: Cllr C Jardine. 

With members voting 7 – 1 in favour of the proposal, the proposal was carried.

c) Affordable Local Housing Survey – no new information. 


d) Relocation of Doctors Surgery – It was reported that the plans were now with BBC.
e) Bridleway 1 (School Road).  Cllr M Coombs reported that he had spoken with Laura Dunnell, the Countryside Manager at BBC and Shirley Clayton-Anglin, the Public Rights of Way Officer at ECC about the problems with motorbikes using this Bridleway.  They had discussed the possibility of kissing gates, suitable for horses but this was not an ideal solution because many horses do not like these type of gates.  It had been established however that a Bridleway is a public highway and any motorbikes and riders using it would be subject to the same laws as road users, i.e. driver’s licence requirements, Road Tax and Insurance. 
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting (12/2/10)
    £12,822.94

(plus income since last meeting



+         £892.20)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-        £3213.14)





     (Estimated balance at 12/3/10 = £10,502.00)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


    £24,289.71


Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	AJ Turner (Builders)
	Village News Advert
	60.00

	MD Plumbing
	Village News Advert
	30.00

	Keith Ashton Estates
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	Hatch Roofing Services
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Makyra Worldwide Ltd
	Village News Advert
	30.00

	Essex County Council
	Re-imbursement Laptop & Printer
	537.20

	Adjustment (DBS Trust SA)
	Un-presented expired cheque
	10.00

	
	Total
	892.20

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	nil

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	D Munro (reimbursement)
	Telephone Calls 16/11/09 – 15/2/10 
	42.16

	D Munro (reimbursement)
	Padlock (Swan Lane bollard)
	12.95

	Kelhatch Press
	Village News Printing (March)
	450.00

	J E Dobre
	Village News Editor & Correspondent
	100.00

	The Post Office
	2 x 100 1st Class Postage Stamps
	78.00

	The Play Inspection Co.
	Annual Play Area Inspection
	117.50

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance
	90.00



	D Munro
	March Salary 
	1026.57

	HMRC
	March Tax & NI
	483.81

	
	Total
	2400.99



b) To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.  Payment of cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr R North and voted for by members unanimously in favour.  Signatories were instructed to sign the cheques.

c) Review of effectiveness of Internal Audit and Annual Risk Assessment.  The clerk had pre-circulated a number of documents relating to this to members before the meeting.  Part of the process was to review and adopt new Standing Orders. The new template received from EALC/NALC was used for this and members decided on which optional paragraphs to adopt how to fill in other parts left blank.  At the end of the process it was proposed by Cllr C James that the new Standing Orders were adopted.  This was seconded by Cllr J Wright and members voted unanimously in favour of the proposal.

In view of the amount of time that this process was taking it was decided that the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and clerk should meet separately to discuss and possibly carry out some of the remaining processes so that a summarised risk assessment could be presented to members.

d) Co-option to Fill Vacancy for Councillor.  Nothing to report.


e) To decide date and format for Annual Parish Meeting.  It was decided that this would again be held separately from the Parish Council Meeting.  The date suggested was Wednesday 19th May 2010 at 8.00pm in the Main Hall.  The clerk was asked to enquire whether this was available.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - The AGM will be held on 18th May 2010.
b) Community Primary School – The next meeting will be on 24th March 2010.  It was also reported that the PTA will be trying to raise funds for improvements to the School Hall. 
c) BBPCA – The last meeting was on 1st March 2010 and there had been much discussion about BBC’s request for details of how Parish Councils spend the discretionary grant.  Responses had been sent in by all but 1 council.  The 10% per year reduction is expected to continue. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – No meeting.
e)   Highways Localism Initiative - No meeting.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Coombs reported that he and his 4 volunteers are co-ordinating a plan of action 
and works to be undertaken which will include the Doddinghurst area.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News – Nothing to report.

 b)  Website – Nothing to report.
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
The Chairman informed members that he had received notification from EALC that they were introducing a Two Hour Councillor Training Course where the trainers would visit the council to carry this out.  The clerk was asked to circulate details to members to see how may were interested and to determine preferred times.
14.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	12/02/2010
	BRW/84/2010
	Groveside, School Road, KH, CM15 0DW
	Erection of Stable Building and Garden Store
	No Objections


15. PUBLIC SESSION
An opportunity for members of the public to comment on items carried forward.
The meeting was suspended at 9.45 pm to allow for the above item.
A member of the public raised the issue of our entry into the Best Kept Village Competition.  He stated that the area around the Nisa Stores shop was often strewn with litter and suggested that some signs or publicity might prevent this.

Cllr C James advised that during the forthcoming half-marathon on 21st March 2010 he was manning the Water Station at the top of Elmtree Avenue.  Any volunteer help would be welcome.
The public session ended at 9.50pm
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 9th April 2010 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
PAGE  

