KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 8th May 2009 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 3 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr B Ewens and Cllr S Saunders.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)
4. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR


For the post of Chair only one nomination was received.  Cllr R North was proposed by 
Cllr D Loten, seconded by Cllr M Coombs and elected unopposed.

For the post of Vice-Chair only one nomination was received.  Cllr C James was 
proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr M Coombs and elected unopposed.

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES
The following Committee members and representatives were elected:

	Environmental Committee
	Proposed by:
	Seconded by:
	Voting:

	M Coombs
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	C James
	R North
	J Wright
	Unopposed

	C Jardine
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	Y Maguire
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	J Wright
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	D Loten
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	Finance Committee
	
	
	

	M Coombs
	R North
	M Pead
	Unopposed

	C Ewens
	R North
	M Pead
	Unopposed

	C James
	R North
	J Wright
	Unopposed

	S Saunders
	R North
	M Pead
	Unopposed

	Y Maguire
	R North
	M Pead
	Unopposed

	Planning Committee
	
	
	

	C James
	R North
	J Wright
	Unopposed

	C Jardine
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	S Saunders
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	J Wright
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	Community Relations
	
	
	

	C James
	R North
	J Wright
	Unopposed

	Y Maguire
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	M Pead
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	S Saunders
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	J Wright
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	PC Nominations to the Church Centenary Fund
	
	
	

	Barbara Ewens (co-opted)
	R North
	C Jardine
	Unopposed

	Colin Brown (co-opted) 
	C Jardine
	R North
	Unopposed

	Parish Paths Partnership Scheme (P3)
	
	
	

	M Pead
	Y Maguire
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	M Coombs
	Y Maguire
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	KH United Charities Fund
	
	
	

	C Jardine
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	J Wright
	R North
	Y Maguire
	Unopposed

	Brentwood Borough Parish Councils Association
	
	
	

	R North
	Y Maguire
	M Coombs
	Unopposed

	M Coombs
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	Brentwood Local Strategic Partnership
	
	
	

	No representative
	
	
	

	Community Primary School
	
	
	

	M Coombs
	R North
	D Loten
	Unopposed

	Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association
	
	
	

	R North
	Y Maguire
	M Pead
	Unopposed

	Highways Panel
	
	
	

	Y Maguire
	R North
	M Pead
	Unopposed



Cllr B Ewens who was unable to be present at this meeting was previously a member of 
the Environmental Committee, the Planning Committee and a representative on the 
Parish Paths Partnership Scheme. It was agreed to leave the filling of remaining posts 
until it could be established whether Cllr B Ewens wished to stand for these again.
6. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.30pm to allow for this item

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, advised the meeting that there were major changes ahead in how BBC would be dealing with planning applications.  Details will be presented at BBC’s meeting for Parish Councils on 14th May 2009 at the Town Hall.

A member of the public wished to record his thanks to the Parish Council for all the hard work put in over the last year.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.40pm
7. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 16th APRIL 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 16th April 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
8. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated the meeting on a number of ongoing matters.
9.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

The clerk advised that he had had a meeting with J&S Garden Services, David Hughes 
from the football club and Freddy Cox, the groundsman, at the Play Area to discuss the 
proposed drainage work and the services that might be encountered.  Work will 
commence in about 3 weeks.


The contractor carrying out repair work to equipment has also been given the go ahead.

10.
ENVIRONMENT
a)  Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 30th April 2009.  Cllr Y Maguire updated the meeting on matters discussed at the Environmental Committee meeting. 
b) St Nicholas Church graveyard.  The Chair reported that he had attended the induction of Revd. Mark James on 29th April 2009 but had not yet had an opportunity to discuss this issue.

c) Parking on verges in Luthers Close.  The clerk advised that letters had been delivered to the residents of Luthers Close affected by our intention to erect posts and rails to prevent parking on the grass verges.  No responses had been received.  The contractor has also been informed to go ahead with the work.

d) Swan Lane sewerage main renewal.  The clerk reported that following consultation with the Environmental Committee he had responded to Thames Water’s enquiry about whether we were satisfied with the reinstatement work.  Members had advised that they were satisfied with the work although there were still some rough parts on the tarmac on the pavement in Eagle Lane.  The clerk had informed Thames Water of this but was advised that the damage was superficial or minor and did not constitute a hazard to pedestrians.

Cllr C James informed the meeting that a further problem with the sewerage main further down Swan Lane was being investigated and it was possible that more heavy vehicles and plant would need to access Swan Lane. When this work is completed further reinstatement will be required.  It was agreed to await the outcome of these latest works.
e) To consider the situation regarding odd jobs. Following our existing contractor’s notification of increased charges, the clerk was asked at the last PC meeting to make enquires to establish whether a cheaper alternative was available. The clerk reported that he had made enquiries of the clerks of neighbouring Parish Councils. Two of the councils reported that they had problems in getting anyone to carry out odd jobs and the only two names that were offered by another two councils were the people we already use.  Following our refusal to approve the proposed increase at our last meeting our existing contractor had presented a final invoice.  The clerk had written a further letter to him to explain that we were only making enquiries to establish that we were obtaining best value for money but no response to this letter had been received.  The clerk reported that following complaints about the state of the War Memorial, and after consultation with the Environmental Committee, he had asked J & S Garden Services to cut the grass and tidy it up as a “one-off”.  This had been carried out and J & S Gardens Services had indicated that they would be prepared to undertake the maintenance of the War Memorial and the planters in the village.  Quotes for carrying out this work are awaited.  With regard to the litter picking, Mrs K Saunders had offered to carry this out on a similar schedule for £9.00 per hour.  It was agreed unanimously to accept this offer. 
e) Affordable Local Housing survey. Further information had been received from RCCE about housing associations and this had been circulated to members.  After discussion it was felt that we needed to be clearer about whether BBC would be prepared to allow development on green belt land.  There were also concerns that local people should benefit from such a development and that they should always have priority.

f) Youth Facilities Group.  It was reported that no one turned up to the Youth Surgery held on 2nd May 2009 to give their views on what facilities youths in the village would like.  However, some councillors had contacted some groups of youths and it was hoped that they might attend a future PC meeting to give their views.
g) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – It was reported that detailed plans would be submitted to BBC soon. 
11.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a) Report from the Finance Committee meeting on 5th May 2009.


The clerk reported that he had presented an unaudited statement of receipts and payments 
to the meeting and a statement of income and expenditure comparing each heading with 
budgets and 2007/2008 performance.  A summary of finances showed:


Starting Balance 1/4/08





£45,790.50


Plus Income 08/09




             £58,826.61

Total available




         
           £104,617.11


Less Expenditure 08/09





£68,353.49


Closing Balance 31/3/09




£36,263.62

The accounts were approved by the committee for referral to the full PC for acceptance.  
Cllr C James proposed that the accounts presented were accepted.  This was seconded by 
Cllr R North and agreed unanimously by members.


The asset register was also presented to the full PC for acceptance.  The clerk explained 
adjustments for inflation and depreciation.  Cllr C James proposed that the asset register 
presented was accepted.  This was seconded by Cllr R North and agreed unanimously by 
members.


The committee also considered the effectiveness of our financial procedures and the 
effectiveness of internal audit and considered these to be satisfactory.
b) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at 16/4/09 (estimated) 
£37,977.86


(plus income since last meeting


+      £645.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-  £13,215.78)





     (Estimated balance at 8/5/09 = £25,407.08)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,280.26


Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	E Goldsbrough
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	S D Howe
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Herongate Wood
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Bennetts Funeral Directors
	Village News Advertisement
	300.00

	T S Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	
	Total
	645.00

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Village News Printing
	700.00

	Philip George
	Website 
	320.00

	R D Potter
	Odd Jobbers (April)
	129.49

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & correspondent
	100.00

	Allianz Insurance plc
	Annual Insurance Premium
	1719.22

	D Munro
	May Salary
	964.88

	HMRC
	April Tax & NI
	444.76

	
	Total
	4378.35


c)
To approve payment of invoices received. Payment of invoices and accounts as detailed 
above was approved unanimously. 
      d)
Annual Insurance Premium   The clerk reported that the renewal notice had been received 
for £1719.22.  After scrutiny of the schedule the clerk advised that it requires updating to 
clarify items and add some that are missing.  However the instructions from the Insurance 
Company are to pay the amount as invoiced and any adjustment will be dealt with 
separately. The renewal date is 1st June 2009.  It was agreed unanimously that the renewal 
should be paid.
e) Annual Parish Meeting arrangements.  The Village Hall (Main Hall) has been booked for the evening of Tuesday 19th May 2009.  Notices have been prepared a will be put on noticeboards in the next few days.  Our village correspondent has also been asked to mention this in the village column in the Brentwood Gazette.

f) To consider a request for a donation from the Four Parishes Responder Group.  A letter from the Four Parishes Responder Group had been pre-circulated to members.  It was agreed unanimously to support this group and some discussion took place as to how much to donate.  In view of the demands on our finances it was decided to donate £200 at this time. This was proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr D Loten and voted for with 5 members in favour of this amount.
12.
VILLAGE HALL 

It was reported that the proposed new wording of Clause 10 of the Hire Agreement had 
been agreed and after referral to our solicitor and the agreement between The Village 
Hall Trustees and the Parish Council for the rental of Poors Field had now been signed by 
both parties.
13.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative had been appointed up to date.  After discussion Cllr C James indicated that he was willing to undertake this.  Cllr R North proposed that Cllr C James be appointed.  This was seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and unanimously approved by members. 
b) Community Primary School –  No report.  
c) BBPCA – No meeting.
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No meeting
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  No meeting, but it was reported that a training session to assess priorities was being provided for councillors on 18th May 2009 at 7 pm, Town Hall.
14.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report.
15.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   Nothing to report . Cllr R North is responsible for this month’s Parish 
Pump article. 
 b) Website –  Cllr J Wright enquired whether it would be possible to introduce a “blog” on 
the website.  The clerk reported that there were guidelines governing and restricting what 
was possible on a gov.uk website. Further enquiries will be made by the clerk.
16.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
None
17.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	TPO/BRW/24/09
	Manitoba, School Rd, KH, CM15 0DL
	Fell One Oak and Crown Reduce by 30% One Oak subject to Tree Preservation Order No.15 of 2005
	We understand there is concern about the safety of the tree that is proposed for felling. Provided that the Council's arboriculturalist is fully satisfied that the case for felling is justified we do not object to the application.


     18.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.35 pm to allow for the above item.


It was reported that the Pre-school at the Village Hall was closing down in 2 weeks time 
but would start again in September.


A complaint was made about the overhanging hedges outside the properties of 2 – 12 
Swan Lane.  The clerk agreed to write to the residents to remind them of their 
responsibilities.  

The public session ended at 9.40pm
      19.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 12th June 2009 at 8.00pm at the 
Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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