KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 14th November 2008 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr C James, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire
             Also in attendance 8 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr 
C Jardine, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr J Wright. Apologies for absence from all 
members accepted.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member, advised the PC on a number of Highways matters and the fact that plans for the new Doctors Surgery were expected in December.

Cllr K Sparling, BBC member, advised that burglaries in Brentwood had dropped to approximately half the number over the same period last year.  It was thought that this is probably due to the Car Number Plate Recognition CCTV cameras that have been installed.

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, informed the PC that he was involved in reviewing the Planning and Enforcement procedures at BBC.

Cllr A Naylor, EEC member, advised that the VAS sign at Crown Corner had been installed and was due to be activated next week. 
The issue of the lack of white lines, a “Road Narrows” warning sign, and the drainage outside Manitoba, all in School Road was again raised. The clerk reported these had been reported to BBC Highways Dept. and Cllr K Parker has taken these and other matters up with the Highways Dept.  Work is scheduled but can often take a few months to reach the top of the list.
A resident of Luther’s Close raised the issue of parking on the grass verges.  Cllr K Parker advised that this was a problem throughout the Borough, but advised that people can apply to BBC for a licence to adopt their verge.

Moira Groborz from the Rural Community Council of Essex gave a presentation on Affordable Rural Housing. In order to establish whether there is a need for Affordable Rural Housing in the village a survey will need to be carried out. Moira suggested that a survey form with covering letter could be delivered along with the Village News.  The cost of production of the survey forms and letters would be about £250.  It was proposed by Cllr C James that we should go ahead with the survey.  This was seconded by Cllr R North and agreed unanimously by members.  Moira will liaise with the clerk with a view to distributing the survey forms with the February 2009 edition (issued in January).
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.40pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10th OCTOBER 2008 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 10th October 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated members on a number of matters including:


a) Black Refuse sacks for 2008/09 have now been delivered by BBC.


b) The bollard outside Nisa Stores in Great Fox Meadow which has been knocked down 
should be replaced in the next week or so. If this is not possible, BBC will make a 
temporary repair to the surface.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

i) The Village Hall Trustees have informed the clerk that work on the drainage around the 
Mobilus can not commence until the Parish Council has entered into a formal agreement 
with the Village Hall Trust over the rental of Poor’s Field.


ii) Estimates for the cost of bark to top up the bark pits in the Play Area have been 
received and were presented to the Environmental Committee on 5 November 2008. It 
was agreed unanimously by the Environmental Committee to obtain 30m³ of the 
Hardwood Play Grade Woodchip from CPA Horticulture at a cost of £844.50 + VAT ,
and J & S Garden Services have been asked to make the necessary arrangements. It was 
noted that in addition to this there would be labour charges from J & S Garden Services 
for barrowing and levelling of the bark.

iii) The clerk reported that he was finding it difficult to find anyone prepared to give a 
quote for the painting of the railings. As the railings are galvanised they will not rust.  
The clerk will continue to seek estimates for this work.
8. ENVIRONMENT

a)  Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 6th November 2008.


Cllr Y Maguire reported on the main items discussed at the meeting including the 
consideration of the 2009/2010 budget for Environmental Headings.


b) Memorial Seat for Dave Smith.  The clerk reported that the seat will be installed at 
Swan Pond on Sunday 16th November 2008 and a small unveiling ceremony has been 
arranged for 1.00pm. Present and past councilors are invited to attend. 

c) Youth Facilities. The working party has yet to meet.

d) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – BBC Cllr R McCheyne, had already informed the 
meeting that plans were expected to be submitted in December.
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a)  Balances / Management of Accounts
Community Account balance as at 13/10/08


£37,188.01

(plus income since last meeting


+ £700.00)

(less cheques issued following last meeting
-  £2,318.04 )





     (Estimated balance at 14/11/08 = £35,569.97)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £39,068.73

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Pagan Marketing
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	S Mills
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	G Kiff
	Village News Advertisement
	60.00

	L A Ketley
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Henry’s Hampers
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Keith Ashton
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	A Watts
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	P C Hughes
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	M D Swaine
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	W H Norris
	Christmas Party Donation
	100.00

	
	Total
	700.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Printing Village News (Oct) 
	264.00

	Argents Ltd
	Autumn Bedding Plants
	186.13

	D Munro (re-imbursement)
	Plaque & Engraving for Seat
	23.50

	Viking Direct 
	Stationery
	58.55

	S J Saunders (re-imbursement)
	Purchase of  Postage Stamps
	31.58

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & Correspondent
	105.04

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire Charge 14/11/08
	24.15

	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	re-imbursement for compost
	10.00

	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	October Invoice
	354.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mow Eagle Field (x2)
	202.10

	D Munro
	Expenses ( 31/3 – 10/11)
	88.24

	D Munro
	Salary (November)
	962.35

	HM Revenue & Customs
	Tax & NI (November)
	450.24

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area Maintenance (x3)
	195.00

	
	Total
	2,954.88


b)
To approve payment of invoices received.  Payment of invoices and accounts as 
detailed above was approved unanimously.
c)
Meeting with BBC to discuss request for information following 22 Nov 2005 email to 
BBC re: recreation provision – It was agreed to deal with this under item 10 (Village 
Hall).
      d)  Provision of Black Sacks in 2009/2010. 


Since the introduction of recycling and the provision of Orange Sacks by Brentwood 
Borough Council, fewer Black Sacks are being used. The cost of providing these each 
year is approximately £3,000 which is a considerable sum to be raised through the 
precept. Cllr D Loten therefore proposed to discontinue the provision of Black Sacks. 
This was seconded by Cllr C James and members voted unanimously in favour the 
proposal. It was therefore resolved to discontinue the provision of Black Sacks from 
2009/2010. 

e) Senior’s Christmas Lunch – The clerk reported that he had issued invitation letters and posters have been put up on noticeboards and in several local shops.  Around half of the people invited had already responded. 9 new people have been identified and added to the list of attendees.

The clerk reported that he had also written to local businesses seeking sponsorship, a 
donation or items for a raffle prize.  The clerk reported that donations had been received 
from The Post Office, The Beauty Box, Alan’s DIY and Scott Norris.
f) Dates of future PC meetings – Concern had been expressed by some members about holding our PC meetings on Fridays. It was thought that perhaps Friday night was not the best evening to encourage members of the public to attend.  The clerk had been asked to find out when other parishes in the Brentwood Borough held their meetings:

1. Blackmore - 


3rd Thurs of month 

2. Doddinghurst - 

1st Thurs of month 

3. Herongate & Ingrave - 
4th Tues of month 

4. Ingatestone - 


1st Thurs of month 

5. Mountnessing - 

2nd Mon of month 

6. Navestock - 


every 2 months 2nd Thurs 

7. Stondon Massey - 

3rd Tues of month 

8. West Horndon - 

last Thurs of month 
It was decided to ask for the views of the residents of the village on the dates and venues 
of the Parish Council meetings through the Parish Pump article in the Village News. 
g)
Clerk’s public contact hours
The clerk had logged all unsolicited telephone calls 
received since the last PC meeting.  It was agreed that there was no pattern to these and in 
order to provide a structure for the public to contact the clerk it was agreed to publicise 
contact hours of 09.00 – 12.00 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. These hours will 
be publicised in the Village News and on the website. 
10.
VILLAGE HALL 

The Chair advised that a meeting had taken place on 14th November 2008 between 
representatives of the Parish Council and officers of Brentwood Borough Council to try 
to determine what was discussed and what was the outcome of a meeting in 
January/February 2006 between representatives of the Parish Council and officers of 
Brentwood Borough Council with regard to negotiations with the Village Hall Trustees 
over Poor’s Field.  Parish Council records and minutes make reference to this meeting 
but no information is held regarding what was discussed or the outcome. BBC did not 
retain any records of the meeting, but officers could remember discussions about 
recreation provision with the then Chair of the PC, Cllr A Davies. What was actually said 
is unclear, but BBC stated that it was not unusual to designate privately owned land as 
public open space if this is what it has been used for. There was nothing to stop the PC 
entering into an agreement with the land owners for the hire of the field. The members of 
the Parish Council remain unsatisfied as to the justification that the council could use the 
Poors field as public access land without a previous agreement with the land owners and 
will pursue further correspondence on the matter.

In Parish Council records there is an email dated 25 April 2006 from Karen Jenkinson 
(BBC Legal Executive) confirming that it was in order to enter into an agreement with 
the Village Hall Trustees to hire the field. 

In addition to this legal advice, the Parish Council have obtained legal advice from the 
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) saying that the PC can use its power 
under Sect 124 of the Local Government Act 1972 to acquire the land and can provide 
recreational facilities under Sect 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1996. 

An independent valuation has also been obtained indicating that the market rental value 
of the field is much higher than the Village Hall Trustees are asking.

Advice was sought from the Audit Commission (our external auditors), who said that it 
was not their role to give advice and suggested that we should contact EALC or NALC, 
which we have done.


The 3 conditions in the 4th budget resolution in the January 2008 minutes have therefore 
been fulfilled.

Cllr C James therefore proposed that the amount invoiced by the Village Hall Trustees 
for the use of Poor’s Field for the years 2003 to 2007, amounting to £20,475.00 be paid 
with immediate effect.  This was seconded by Cllr D Loten and approved unanimously 
by members.


With regard to the ongoing situation, and taking into account the advice of NALC, the 
clerk was asked to obtain the services of a local solicitor to look at the draft hire contract 
supplied by the Village Hall Trustees in order to prepare a formal contract from the 
current year. 

11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  Work has been carried out on the school playground. 
c) BBPCA – No meeting
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – There was a meeting on 8 November 2008 and it was reported that new bus services were planned from Brentwood to Queens Hospital, Romford and from Sainsbury’s, Brentwood to Lakeside.
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  Cllr Y Maguire gave an update on highways issues. 
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Pead and Cllr B Ewens were both absent from the meeting and no report 
had been received.

13.
PUBLICITY
a) Village News –  The December issue of the Village News will have a different look.  The editor of the V News had queried whether there was a maximum number of pages for the publication.  In response, members of the PC considered that if the extra pages represented extra advertising revenue, then the number of pages should not be an issue.  It was also mentioned that the cousin of the editor had spent a considerable amount of his professional time free of charge on the redesign of the cover. It was agreed to consider a gift voucher as a token of thanks at the next PC meeting.
Notice has also been received from Kelhatch Press that their rates for printing the Village News will be increased from January 2009. The new rates were circulated to members and represented a modest percentage increase.  Members voted unanimously to accept the new rates.
b) Website – nothing to report     
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

It was reported that information had been received from the Citizens Panel to say that the Pilgrims Hatch Youth Club had been closed due to trouble with youths.
15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:
	A/BRW/29/2008
	The White Swan ( ex Dog & Partridge) PH, Swan Lane, KH 
	1 No. Externally Illuminated sign and 2 No. Non-illuminated signs on front elevation of the building. 1 No. Externally illuminated sign on side elevation of building. 1 No, Externally illuminated sign and I No, non- illuminated sign on single pole.
	No objection in principle. We have slight concern about additional lighting for some of the signs and would wish levels of lighting to be kept at a moderate level. We also think that any approval should be conditioned to specifically prohibit the placing of “A” boards or anything similar at ground level on the adjacent green and/or highway land.

	BRW/895/2008
	Manitoba, School Road, KH, CM15 0DL
	Demolition of Two Outbuildings and the erection of 1 new building for the storage of Scaffolding and Associated Equipment
	We object to this application. The replacement structure although slightly smaller in area than the 2 outbuildings it replaces, is going to be considerably larger in volume. This development is undesirable in such a rural location, let alone on Green Belt land. Page 6 of the application states that the site will be open from 7.00am to 7.00pm Monday to Friday and on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays will be open 24 hours a day. Again we object strongly to this proposal in such a quiet rural location. Numerous representations have been made to the Parish Council about the unsuitability of the road for heavy traffic and problems caused by previous similar use. School Road is unsuitable for heavy traffic and the proposal is undesirable from a safety point.

	BRW/930/2008
	1 Fox Hatch (Adj Land), KH, CM15 0AR
	Erection of a new dwelling to form a semi-detached house
	No Objection

	BRW/933/2008
	4 Church Road (land east of), KH
	Change of use of the land from agricultural land to residential for the construction of one detached bungalow and car parking space.
	No Objection


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 10.00 pm to allow for the above item.


There were no further items.

The public session ended at 10.00pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting  will be held on Friday 9th January 2009 at 8.00pm at the Fane Hall, Church Road, Kelvedon Hatch.

There are also meetings of the Finance Committee on 28th November 2008 at 8.30pm and the Environmental Committee on 8th January 2009 at 8.00pm, both in the Committee Room at the Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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