KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 13th November 2009 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr C James (Chair), Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire and Cllr S Saunders.
             Also in attendance 2 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr 
C Jardine, Cllr R North and Cllr J Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

A member of the public informed the meeting that the police were not prepared to do anything about the dog fouling nuisance in Poors Field.
This member of the public also informed the meeting that he had attended a police meeting in Brentwood, which was open to the public but poorly advertised.  The clerk responded that regular Neighbourhood police meetings were advertised on the Parish Council website and that posters for any other public meetings that are received were posted on the Parish Council’s noticeboards. 
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.10pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 9th OCTOBER 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 9th October 2009 were agreed by members and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

a) Dog Fouling. The clerk reported that there would appear to be no need for bylaws as 
The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 has been adopted by Brentwood Borough Council 
(BBC).  It applies to all footpaths, pavements and grass verges, all pedestrianised areas, 
all parks, children’s play areas and sports fields to which the public have access, with or 
without payment. The fine is up to £1,000 and incidents should be reported to the Dog 
Warden, Lee Smith on 01277 312517, or in his absence to the Environmental Health 
Admin Team on 01277 312504, providing as much information as you can.


b)  Noxious Smell. The clerk reported that BBC had issued a Press Release about this on 
19 October 2009 following complaints by many residents of Kelvedon Hatch.  Both 
local Water Companies have been approached by the Environmental Health Officer but 
neither of them have been working with bio-solids in the area.  Complainants have been 
asked to keep diary sheets to monitor the problem.  If it can be established by monitoring 
by residents that the smell amounts to a statutory nuisance BBC could ask whoever is 
responsible for it to re-locate it.


Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the Agenda.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.  – 

It was reported that the Mobilus equipment had been repaired and the new grassmats 
have been laid. The equipment is now fully operational and BBC no longer have any 
comments about it on their weekly inspection reports.  Playquip Leisure’s invoice for the 
work has been received (cheque prepared for signing) and Allianz Insurance has paid out 
£390 on our claim for the damage to the handles. 


Some of the rubber matting tiles around the Roundabout are now lifting.  This is being 
mentioned by BBC on their weekly inspection reports.  Playquip Leisure have given a 
quote for re-laying the tiles. In view of the amount of money this is going to cost, at last 
night’s Environmental Committee meeting it was decided to get another quote from 
another company.

8.
ENVIRONMENT

a) Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 12th November 2009.  Cllr C 
James, who also chaired this meeting, updated members on the main points arising.


b) Swan Lane reinstatement.  The additional concrete bollard has now been reinstated by 
Anglian Water.  Cllr Chris James advised that because of his neighbour’s personal 
circumstances, (his neighbour was going to assist with the work), they have been unable 
to commence the work to erect wooden posts around the new grass area.


c) Swan Pond Biodiversity Restoration – funding application.  A letter has been sent to 
BBC to explain that we were looking for grant funding, as we were under the 
mistaken belief that Parish Council owned the pond. As it now appears that they own 
the pond, BBC have been asked for their proposals to restore and maintain it, or suggest 
how we might go about this.


Meanwhile, because the deadline for the Community Initiatives Fund (CIF) applications 
was 6th November 2009, the clerk has submitted our application for funding stating that 
we are awaiting the owner’s consent for the project.


d)  Affordable Local Housing Survey – no new information. 


e) Relocation of Doctors Surgery – Cllr R McCheyne, BBC member, informed the 
meeting that the contract for the purchase of the land for the new surgery has now been 
signed.

9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 9/10/09

  
£31,515.10
(plus income since last meeting



+             £945.00)

(less cheques issued following last meeting

-         £10,371.44)





     (Estimated balance at 13/11/09 = £22,088.66)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,286.68

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Allianz Insurance Co.
	Insurance claim for damage to Mobilus
	390.00

	Peniel Church (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	J E Woodhouse (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	M Williams (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Natural Health Works
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Ella Cabs
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	The Eagle PH
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	M Allen (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Mews Cottage Mowers
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	
	Total
	945.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	Audit Commission
	External Audit fee (2007/2008)
	327.75

	Playquip Leisure
	Repair of Mobilus & Grass matting 
	1558.25

	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	105.15

	Kelhatch Press
	V News printing Oct & Nov
	900.00

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & Village Correspondent
	111.28

	K J Saunders
	Litter Picking 
	409.50

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance 
	155.00

	D Munro
	November Salary 
	1026.57

	HMRC
	November Tax & NI
	483.81

	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Appeal (wreath)
	33.00

	
	Total
	5110.31



b) To consider and approve donation to the Poppy Appeal.   The British Legion supplied a wreath for Remembrance Day.  The cost to produce and supply the wreath was £16.50.  Cllr D Loten proposed that the council should make a donation of £33.00 to the British Legion Poppy Appeal.  This was seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and voted for by members unanimously in favour.  A cheque was therefore prepared for signatures.

c) To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared. Payment of cheques 
prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr D Loten, seconded by Cllr S Saunders and 
voted for by members unanimously in favour.

d)  Filling of Vacancy for Councillor.  Notices of Vacancy were displayed for the required period of time up to 20th October 2009.  The clerk has been in contact with the Electoral Services Officer at BBC and as there was not a request for an election from at least 10 electors, there will not be an election to fill the vacancy.  The Parish Council can now go ahead to co-opt someone to fill the vacancy.


e) Notice of Finance Committee meeting to discuss and budgets and precept for 2010/2011.  A meeting has been arranged for Friday 4th December 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall at 8.00 pm.


f) Seniors Christmas Lunch 2009.   The clerk reported that invitation letters have been delivered by Parish Councillors.  Posters have been put up on noticeboards.  An article has appeared in the Village News.  There has been a good response to these already with over 70 people requesting tickets.  Preparations are well in hand with the Village Hall, Caterers and entertainment booked. It was agreed that the Community Relations working party members would meet informally on Tuesday 17th November 2009 to discuss further arrangements.

g)  To consider and decide how to spend the £600 Website prize for IT equipment.  The clerk reported that he had been in touch with Angela Balcome, the Parish Co-ordinator at ECC (who are awarding the prize) and he has been told to submit copies of invoices/receipts for IT equipment up to the value of £600 and they will reimburse us.

After discussion it was proposed by Cllr C James to ask the clerk to purchase a middle of the range laptop computer and a new printer for the use of the Village News editor.  This was seconded by Cllr D Loten and voted for by members unanimously in favour.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - It was reported that the Tennis Club are considering erecting floodlights and that the Village Hall Trustees were investigating the loading capacity of the electrical supply to the Village Hall.
b) Community Primary School –  It was reported that the recent firework night had been a great success with an expected profit of about £2,500. 
c) BBPCA – No report. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No report..
e)   Highways Localism Initiative -  There had been a meeting recently but nothing of 
significance to report in relation to this parish.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

No report.

 12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –  There was nothing to report, but it was mentioned how good the 
magazine was now looking.

 b)  Website –  Nothing to report.
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Nothing to report.
14.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	TPO/BRW/83/2009
	21 Glovers Field, KH, CM15 0BA
	Fell and replace 2 Oak Trees
	Whilst we are willing to be guided by the Borough arborculturalist, it does appear that these trees have undergone previous pruning and, unless they are diseased, perhaps this should be the future way forward. Our past experience, with other applications to fell trees, would suggest that undertakings to plant replacements are not always adhered to. We would suggest that in the event of agreement to fell, that a condition be attached whereby the type of replacement be agreed and planting advised to the Borough Council within an appropriate period. 

	BRW/645/2009
	9 Kelvedon Green, KH CM15 0XG
	Loft Conversion incorporating Two front and Two rear Dormers and one Roof Light
	No response yet sent to BBC

	BRW/654/2009
	Land opposite the Priors, Ongar Road, KH, CM15 OLA
	Stationing of Caravan for Shelter and Amenities whilst working, erection of a Greenhouse, construction of extension to accessway and turning circle, alteration to existing vehicular access including erection of entrance gates and fence – all in association with the use of the land as a Small Holding
	Whilst we have no objection to the concept of using this land as a small holding and to the proposal to make provision for the turning of vehicles, we believe that the introduction of a caravan would intrude upon the openness of the green belt. If shelter and storage is required, a modest sized wooden shed would be more appropriate. Whilst the applicant has endeavoured to show that a gate has previously been located at the point where the new gate has been erected, this must have been overgrown and disused for many years. We are very concerned about the lack of visibility for emerging vehicles on this dangerous stretch of the A128. As plans stand, we recommend refusal.

	TPO/BRW/98/2009
	9,11,15 Chandlers Walk, KH, CM15 0XL
	Four Trees to be Crown Thinned & Crown Reduced
	No response yet sent to BBC


15. PUBLIC SESSION
The meeting was suspended at 8.50 pm to allow for the above item.

A member of the public wished it to be recorded that he was disappointed that our local PCSO had been unable to attend the Parish Council meeting.  The clerk was asked to contact the PCSO to pass on this message. 
The public session ended at 8.55pm
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 8th January 2010 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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