KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday 10th November 2011 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr C James, Cllr D Jobbins, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr R North, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr D Stacey, Cllr S Stephenson and Cllr J Woodhouse.
             Also in attendance 6 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr M Coombs and Cllr J Wright. 
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS 

INTERESTS 

Cllr C James

K H Community School

Personal (parent governor)
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.02pm to allow for this item

As Sgt. Daryl McAusland and PC Neil Baldock from the Neighbourhood Policing Team were present, item 8(h) on the Agenda - Antisocial Behaviour was brought forward to allow their participation in this discussion.

Cllr R North expressed the council’s concern about reports received from residents over the past few weeks about the antisocial behaviour of some youths and the apparent lack of police response.  An email / letter from a resident of Swan Lane was read out. Cllr D Loten reported that he had called the police twice when his house had been subjected to bombardment by eggs and fireworks and has ended up with someone else’s guttering in his garden.  He was simply informed that there was “a car in the area”.  Brian Smith reported that the Village Hall had been attacked on Halloween evening.  The young children in the Dance Class were frightened by this and the class had to close early. About 16 youths were subsequently seen in the vicinity before they dispersed to the Play Area.  In response the police said that they do patrol the village on a regular basis. Known problem areas are usually visited. It was also explained that the team had recently been halved in size.  There were currently only 2 Sergeants and 4 PCs on the team and there could be times when there is no one on duty.  This is likely to remain the situation until a review in March.  Cllr S Saunders raised the continuing problem about illegal parking in School Road by parents dropping off or collecting their children from school. The police confirmed that they would act on a photograph and send the owner of the offending vehicle a warning letter, but in order to prosecute a traffic offence they would have to have to find the vehicle “in situ”.  It was pointed out that this particular vehicle owner parks illegally in the same position every day.  The police agreed to follow this up with a visit, at the appropriate time of day, early next week.  Finally, the police advised that incidents requiring follow up action to be taken should be reported to 101 as all calls to this number are logged and recorded.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.35pm
5.
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 
2011 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 2011 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

6.
CLERKS REPORT

The clerk reported that: 


i) He had written to Nick Shuttleworth at RCCE regarding the inconsistencies in the 
judges scoring and feedback for the village in the Best Kept Village Competition.  His 
response had been circulated to members. 


ii) He had received 2 quotes for cutting back the apple trees in Eagle Field. (A third quote 
had been expected but this had not materialised because of sickness of the contractor.)


J & S Garden Services have quoted £1,100.00 (he would not undertake this work himself 
but get a tree specialist in to do it).  Abacus Tree Services have quoted £580.00.  It was 
agreed to obtain a third quote and then instruct the contractor submitting the cheapest 
quote to proceed with the work.

Other items arising are mentioned at other parts of the agenda. 

7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.  – 

The clerk reported that no items were outstanding. A comment made by our weekly BBC 
inspector saying that the paintwork on the Hex Swing is showing slight signs of corrosion 
has been assessed and will be repainted.
8.
ENVIRONMENT

a) Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 3rd November 2011.


The Chair of the Environmental Committee reported on the main points arising at last 
week’s meeting.



b) Youth Recreational Facilities and Kick Wall.  There was no further update on Mr 
Parrish’s plans. It was reported that an approach from the football club to extend the Kick 
Wall, at no cost to the council, had been approved by the Environmental Committee. 

c) Swan Pond update. It was agreed that when Cllr C James was able to arrange to 
borrow some waders to get into the pond to trim up the vegetation on the island and 
remove some reeds, members would assist him.
d)  War Memorial.  It was reported that renovation work at the site is now complete and there had been an article in the Gazette about the project.
e) Memorial Garden in the Churchyard.  It was agreed to discuss this at item 9(b) when deciding upon the request from the church for financial assistance to maintain the churchyard.

f) Parking in School Road.   Cllr K Parker, BBC member and our borough representative 
on the Highways Panel reported that he was hopeful that some progress on this issue may 
soon be possible.

g) Talktalk Noticeboard.   The clerk advised that an email had been received from 
Talktalk offering a free community noticeboard.  As all the Parish Council noticeboards 
are in reasonably good condition it was proposed by Cllr R North that the offer should be 
passed to the school and/or the Village Hall.  This was seconded by Cllr C James with 
members voting 8 in favour and 1 against the proposal. 


h) Anti-social Behaviour.  This item was dealt with at item 4 during the public session 
when our police officers were present. 

9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting 13/10/11

£40,071.78


(plus income since last meeting



   +        £  1,102.50)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

   -        
£  3,722.99)





 (Estimated balance at 10/11/11   =        £37,451.29)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


           £24,310.92

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	W H Norris
	Donation towards Senior’s Christmas Lunch
	100.00

	N Wenborn
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	S D Howe
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	Hair & Beauty
	Village News Advert (new)
	30.00

	Pagan Marketing
	Village News Advert 
	75.00

	D Felon
	Village News Advert
	85.00

	Chelmer Chimney Services
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	A Watts
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	K H Football Club
	Donation towards Kick Wall
	437.50

	
	Total
	1102.50

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	Kelhatch Press
	Village News printing (October & November)
	1100.00

	Mrs Z James (reimbursement)
	Replacement of Fence (netting) pegs for Swan Pond
	23.88

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance, Swan Pond and Eagle Field hedges cut back
	1005.00

	J E Dobre
	Village News editor & Village correspondent
	100.00

	Viking Direct
	Stationery
	113.52

	Evergreen Assessments Ltd
	Litter Picking, maintenance of planters & bulb planting 
	430.99

	D Munro
	November salary
	818.25

	HMRC
	November Tax & NI
	326.46

	Miss K J Cates (reimbursement)
	Christmas Lunch raffle prizes
	97.54

	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Appeal Donation
	100.00

	KH Parochial Church Council
	Burial Grounds Maintenance
	1800.00

	
	Total
	5915.64


b)
Application from KHPCC to assist with the cost of maintaining Churchyard.  (Application form already circulated.)  It was reported that the PCC were asking for £1,800.00 this year. Following discussion at last month’s meeting some enquiries had been made regarding the cost of maintaining the churchyard. However, these were not conclusive and Cllr R North proposed that the £1,800.00 should be paid for this year and that the Finance Committee should consider our provision for 2012/13.  This was seconded by Cllr Y Maguire with members voting unanimously in favour.

Cllr R North advised that he had received the Poppy Wreath from the Royal British Legion for this Sunday’s Remembrance Day ceremony along with a request for a donation.  Cllr C James proposed that we should donate £100.00 to the Poppy Appeal. This was seconded by Cllr Y Maguire with members voting unanimously in favour. 

c) To consider and approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.

Payment of invoices and cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr C James and approved unanimously by members.  Signatories were instructed by the Chair to sign the cheques.


d) Parish Council Funding arrangements from 2012/13. Cllr R North reported that he had sent a letter to Adrian Tidbury, BBC, setting out our expenditure and an assessment of the double taxation element. A revised draft Partnership Agreement form had been received and circulated to members.  Cllr K Parker, BBC member, reported that a lot of work still needs to be done by the BBC and the parishes to make this workable for 2012/13.

e)  PC Budget setting meeting 2012/13.  It was decided that the Finance Committee should meet as normal in late November to decide our budget requirements for 2012/13.


It was agreed to meet on Thursday 24th November 2011.


f)  Merit Award scheme.  It was reported that the Community Relations Working Party had met to discuss this.  It had been decided to call it the “Outstanding Citizenship” Award.  Articles had been prepared for the Gazette, the Village News and for posters for noticeboards explaining the scheme and seeking nominations by 31st December 2011.


g)  Constitution of the Community Relations Working Party.  Whether this had been an oversight or omission was not certain, but Cllr R North proposed that Cllr J Woodhouse should be elected as a member of the Community Relations Working Party.  This was seconded by Cllr S Stephenson with members voting unanimously in favour.


h)  Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch.  The clerk updated members on the number of responses received to invitations to the lunch and offers of sponsorship, services or donations received from local businesses. It was agreed that another meeting of the Community Relations Working Party will be required when the final number of attendees is known.

i)  Insurance.  The clerk advised that he had been in contact with both Aon and Zurich insurance companies and had completed proposal forms in order to obtain quotes for comparison with our current insurer.

j)  Reinstatement of PC Meetings in August and December.  This item had been raised by Cllr J Wright at our last PC meeting.  As she was not present at this meeting it was agreed to carry this over to our next PC meeting.


k)  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  Whether the PC should organise something or support other people’s initiatives was discussed. A suggestion was made that we may wish to light a beacon.  Cllr R North proposed that we should have some form of celebration and that the Community Relations Working Party should meet to discuss this. This was seconded by Cllr D Loten with members voting 8 in favour and 1 abstention.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - It was reported that door closure mechanisms had been ordered. 
b) Community Primary School –  It was reported that the firework evening had made a substantial profit.  
c) BBPCA –  Next meeting 7th December 2011. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  Nothing to report.
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  Nothing to report.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Nothing to report.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   Nothing to report.    

 b)
Website – Nothing to report. 
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
None.
14.
PLANNING


Cllr R North updated the meeting on Planning Applications received and dealt with 
since last PC meeting:
	27/09/11
	11/00783/FUL
	Rookwood, Blackmore Road, KH, CM15 0BJ
	Single Storey rear extension and new raised roof over the house including dormers to provide first floor accommodation.
	Kelvedon Hatch Parish Council objects to this proposal on the grounds of over development on a small, narrow plot without any perceived need. The increase from a two bedroom, eminently serviceable, lower cost home to a four-bedroom residence would be considered over development. There is some question as to the availability of sufficient off road parking for two cars. The plans show a third car partially parked on the driveway over Council owned frontage. Access to the driveway would require a dropped curb. The upper floor side windows would all have to be obscured to prevent overlooking giving further rise to an already questionable street scene of overbearing aspect. 

	08/10/11
	11/00926/FUL
	23 Stocks Lane,KH, CM15 0BL
	Demolition of Bungalow and construction of a four bedroom replacement dwelling.
	No Objections

	05/11/11
	11/00894/FUL
	Dog & Partridge, Swan Lane, KH, CM15 0AW 
	Change of use from A4 (Drinking establishment) to mixed A3 (restuarants & cafes) A5 (hot food takeaways). Single storey rear extension with ramped access to the side and relocation of existing smoking shelter.
	 Response under consideration

	05/11/11
	11/00895/FUL
	Dog & Partridge, Swan Lane, KH, CM15 0AW 
	Illuminated 3 no. fascia signs and 1 no. road sign 2 no. non illuminated canopy signs.
	Response under consideration


     15.  PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.59 pm to allow for the above item.


With reference to the parking problem outside the school in School Road, Jeff Melsom 
commented that it made sense for the police to visit and find the offending vehicles 
whilst the offences were being committed. 

The public session ended at10.00pm
      16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 12th January 2012 at 8.00pm 
in the Committee Room at the Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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