KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council

held on Friday 10th November 2006 at 18.30 hours.

1. PRESENT

Cllr. A. Davies (Chair), Cllr. D. Angel (arrived 18.35 hours), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. B. Hall, Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. C. Jardine, Cllr. J. Kerry, Cllr. J. Wright. 


Twelve members of the public.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. S. Darnley, Cllr. V. Davies, Cllr. B. Ewens, the Parish Clerk

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
Cllr. D. Hardy – personal interest, as lives adjacent to the Village Hall site.

Cllr. J. Wright confirmed, in answer to questions, that she had read the documents distributed to all Councillors with the agenda for the last Parish Council meeting, and that she was a trustee of the Village Hall Charitable Trust.  Notwithstanding the advice given in the circulated documents by two independent expert advisors, she stated that she did not believe that she had a personal and/or prejudicial interest to declare.

3. VILLAGE HALL

Amendments were made to the Parish Council’s draft response (previously circulated) to the Kelvedon Hall Charitable Trust Annual Trustees Report 2005-06.

Cllr. Wright made the following statement, which she asked to be minuted.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘10th November 2006. Extraordinary General meeting of the Parish Council.

While the Parish Council may discuss anything they like, it would seem inappropriate to go to the expense of calling a meeting expressly to discuss the supposed criticism of the Parish Council. It hardly seems the best use of tax payers money, especially as, as a body, the Parish Council, it would appear have decided that it does not wish to be responsible for providing recreation space for the village. As this decision seems to have been made, the Parish Council has no input into the way that service is provided. The Parish Council also has no input into the Trustees Annual Report, providing it is factually correct.

As a result of this report, a list of questions were circulated to Councillors, together with answers that does nothing to add to the debate and does not answer any of the ‘supposed criticism.’ The problem is not one of criticism of the Parish Council, but that now after five years of debate, the Village has now been informed of the facts. I will reiterate, the Trust cannot take grants for the use of the land, and even if they could this would not qualify as local authority provision.

I would also state members of the Parish Council who live in the village are of course beneficiaries and the trustees must treat them with equality, ensuring that they, the members of the PC have the same benefits as detailed in the Trust Deed as all other villagers. As with all other beneficiaries, the benefits are clearly defined and the Trustees will not allow any beneficiary to gain a benefit from the Trust that is not expressly permitted by the Trust Deed, nor one at the expense of any other beneficiary.

I am sure the Trust will be happy to answer any questions put at the AGM on Wednesday, but as a Parish Councillor, having read the questions and answers I can only express amazement that these manufactured questions and ‘inaccurate answers’ may possibly be made public, indeed if they are this will be slanderous and libellous Consequently, as a councillor I am refusing to take part in this debate.

Jan Wright’

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The approval of the Parish Council’s response to the Kelvedon Hatch Charitable Trust Annual Trustees Report, as amended, was proposed by Cllr. Davies, seconded by Cllr. Hall.  The vote was 6 in favour, none against, 1 abstention.  The resolution was carried.

4. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

24th November 2006
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