KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 12th October 2007 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr. C. Jardine (Chairman), Cllr. C. James (Vice Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, 

Cllr. C. Ewens, Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. Y. Maguire, Cllr. M. Pead, Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 25 members of the public and D. Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. A Davies, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr S Saunders
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal
KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. C Jardine

St Nicholas Church


Prejudicial




KH Community School


Personal
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for the above items

Apologies had been received from Cllr. Ann Naylor, ECC Member, Brentwood Rural and Cllr Keith Parker, BBC member. A number of items were raised by members of the public and were noted separately.   

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.55pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 14th September 2007 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 14th September 2007 were approved and signed by the Chair.
6. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters including the fact that the External Auditors were satisfied with our Annual Return for 2006/07 and had signed the Audit Certificate. The Audit is therefore closed.
7. RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update. The Clerk reported that the bark areas had been weeded and raked 
over and the holes in the tyres on the Hex swings have been unblocked and reamed out to 
prevent water being retained in them.

8. ENVIRONMENT
a. Basketball Net & Low Football Wall. Cllr M Pead confirmed that this was one of several issues that the Working Group negotiating with the Village Hall Trustees will be taking forward with them.  In the meantime brochures were awaited which would give more indication of the options available and the costs. 
b. Parking on verges at rear of Swan Walk. The Clerk reported that he had again written to BBC Highways and had received their agreement to posts being placed ½ meter from the highway instead of the 1 meter originally authorized. The Clerk will now investigate the cost of wooden posts and the cost of installing them.
c. Residents putting out Refuse Sacks too early. The Clerk reported that he had contacted BBC to enquire about their policy on this. They feel quite strongly about this, especially in rural areas, where foxes and other animals can rip open bags and spread litter over the area. This can lead to extra work for BBC in clearing up the mess.  They have the power to issue Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) (i.e. a fine) to residents who persistently put out their refuse sacks too early, but they generally find that a letter from BBC threatening a FPN is sufficient. They also confirmed that putting sacks out the night before the day of collection is considered acceptable. Mention of this problem in the Parish Pump article in the July edition of the Village News has failed to solve it.  It may therefore be necessary for the Parish Council to deliver a letter to all residents reminding them of this, but this would be expensive and time consuming.  Before this is considered, the clerk was asked to approach BBC to ask them to provide a short article setting out their policy and powers to issue FPNs for inclusion in the Village News.
d. Coppice Camp.  The Clerk reported that he had received a reply from the Arborculturalist at BBC to say that they had established who owned the Coppice Camp.  The Arborculturalist had met with the owner’s agent at the site and they had identified several trees close to the road that require work.  The agent will be arranging this in the near future. 
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a.   Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 14/9


£2950.00
(less Outgoings 14/9 to 14/10
£2858.42 )

Business Base Rate Tracker Account



£47637.83
(includes interest received for 4/6 to 2/9  £431.33)

Transactions since last Meeting:
	Income
	
	

	Preston Plumbing
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Ray Smith (Mobile Vehicle Electrician)
	Village News Advertisement
	60.00

	Hatch Property Services
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	2nd Half Year Grant & Precept
	16112.50

	
	
	

	
	Total
	16397.50

	Expenditure
	
	

	Lubbock Fine
	External Audit Fee
	470.00

	Sally Smith
	Village News & Correspondent
	70.00

	Mrs E James
	Refund Village News Advert
	15.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing Play Area & Eagle Field
	261.37

	Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association
	Annual Subscription
	50.00

	K Roast
	General maintenance & repairs
	272.00

	RD Potter (Odd Jobbers)
	Gardening, maintenance & repair work
	123.25

	
	
	

	
	Total
	1261.62

	
	
	


b.
Payment of invoices received and other payments as detailed above were approved.

c.
Grant Applications from St Nicholas Church and Kelvedon Hatch Village School were considered. (Cllr. C Jardine having declared interests in St Nicholas Church and Kelvedon Hatch Primary School left the meeting for this item .Cllr. D Hardy having declared an interest in Kelvedon Hatch Primary Scholl also left for this item. Vice-Chair Cllr. C James took over as Chair.)

i) The Grant Application received from St Nicholas Church is for assistance with the maintenance of the churchyard. £1700 had already been budgeted for this in 2007/08, but an additional £1000 has been requested this year for a one off additional expense to make the trees safe.  £2700 has therefore been requested in total.  It was resolved to make a grant of £2700 to St Nicholas Church.  Proposed by Cllr M Pead, seconded by Cllr C Brown and approved unanimously.

ii) The Grant Application received from Kelvedon Hatch Primary School is for a 
project being undertaken in conjunction with Kelvedon Hatch Village 
Partnership and the Effective Partnerships with Parents.  It is to provide a sensory 
garden which will not only be used by the school children but also by other 
groups in the village such as the Brownies, Guides, Walking Groups, football 
clubs and pre-school groups.  The Grant request was for £1000.  Other funding is 
being sought elsewhere.  It was resolved to make a grant of £1000 to the project. 
Proposed Cllr J Wright, seconded Cllr C Ewens and approved unanimously.  
(Cllrs C Jardine and D Hardy rejoined the meeting after this item).
d. 
The clerk reported that the post of  Village News Editor and Village 
Correspondent has been filled by Jane Dobre.  The Chairman and the clerk had 
interviewed her on 20th September 2007 and had no doubt about appointing her. 
New contact details will appear in the November issue of the Village News.
e. 
Setting the Budgets and Precept for 2008/09.  Although the Precept requirement 
does not have to be submitted to BBC until early Jan 2008, because the Parish 
Council does not normally meet in December the preliminary work on this will 
need to be done in October/November.  The Environmental Committee will meet 
on 1 November and will finalise the environmental budget requirement at this 
meeting.  This will then have to be considered by the Finance Committee along 
with the setting of budgets for the remaining items.  Although there is a full 
Parish Council meeting on 9 November it was agreed that there was insufficient 
time or availability of members to allow the Finance Committee to formulate 
final proposals for approval by the date of the full PC meeting on 9 November.  It 
was therefore proposed and agreed to hold the Finance Committee meeting at 
7.30 pm on 30th November to be followed at 9.00 pm by an additional meeting of 
the full Parish Council for the sole purpose of setting the Precept. (It can be 
confirmed that this meeting will be held in the Fane Hall.) 
f. 
Clerk’s Hours.  The Clerk reported that since taking over the job on 1st April 
2007 he had been concerned that his hours far exceeded the 15.5 per week 
originally estimated.  A log had therefore been kept and this showed that the 
average number of hours worked per week was in excess of 25. After discussion 
and consideration of the impact on the budget it was resolved to increase the 
clerk’s paid hours to 25 per week. Proposed by the chair, Cllr C Jardine with 
members voting unanimously in favour.
    10.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative appointed.

b. Community Primary School – nothing to report.
c. BBPCA – nothing to report.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – The annual subscription has just been renewed and the clerk reported that he had received notification of the Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday 27th October 2007 at The Old House, Brentwood.
    11.
 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
Cllr M Pead reported that she and Cllr B Ewens had walked the footpaths of the village and had produced a detailed report for circulation to members. 
   12.
VILLAGE HALL
The Working Party appointed to consider the issues with the Village Hall Trustees reported that they had met several times with the trustees and that significant progress had been made.  However, with holidays etc. they had been unable to meet to finalise proposals. 
   13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  Jane Dobre has been appointed as the new Editor. She can be contacted by email: khvillagenews@hotmail.co.uk or tel: 01277 372940.
b. Website – Nothing new to report.     
   14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

        a.  Cllr Y Maguire reported that she had attended a meeting of the West Essex Area 
Forum at which the impact of the 2012 Olympics (in particular the Mountain 
Bike event at Weald Country Park) was discussed.  Information has been 
supplied to the Clerk for circulation to members. 
        b.  Cllr M Pead reported that the Community Relations Group had met again to 
continue with the planning for the Senior’s Christmas Lunch.  Because of a mix 
up in the dates that the caterers and Village Hall had been booked the event will 
now take place on Sunday 16th December 2007.  Plans were also announced to 
advertise the event in the Brentwood Gazette , the Village News and by posters 
on the Village Notice Boards.  Concern was also expressed about the budget set 
aside for the event.  It was agreed to put this on the agenda for consideration at 
the next Parish Council Meeting.  
  15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:

	12/09/2007
	TPO/BRW/131/2007
	4 Luthers Close, KH
	Crown Reduce by 30% one Silver Birch
	No objection, provided the recommendations of the Borough Arboriculturalist are followed

	22/09/2007
	BRW/921/2007
	Colnleigh, School Rd, KH
	First Floor Side Extension
	The proposed extension would be far too obtrusive and dominant in the street scene. Its relationship with other properties would not be sympathetic. In addition, it would appear that there will be a major conflict with an upstairs side window of the neighbouring property. Accordingly, we object to the proposal.


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

Meeting suspended at 10.15 pm to allow for the above item.


 No comments were made.
The public session ended at 10.15pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 9th November in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road at 8.00pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Sessions at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 12th October 2007.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. 
The Parish Council were pleased to see about 20 young people (including a 
couple of parents) attending the meeting to present a request for the Parish 
Council’s assistance to provide the youngsters of the village with a “skate park / 
bike track”.  It was established that what was being requested was a track with 
ramps, bumps and ditches primarily for bikes.  This needn’t be a concrete based 
track.  A dirt track could be created out of any land by restructuring (even by the 
youths themselves) on any land that permission was granted on. There are some 
facilities in Brentwood at Warley, but some of these youths currently travel as far 
as Bedfordshire and Kent in search of suitable facilities.  Finding a local site for 
this project may not be easy as the Eagle Field is only licensed yearly from Lord 
Rodney and Poors Field owned by the Village Hall Trustees already has Tennis 
Courts, a Football Field, a Play Area and the PC are currently investigating the 
proposal for a Basketball / Kick Wall area. A suggestion was made that it may be 
possible to modify the facilities already available for motorcycling at Poles 
Wood (which is privately owned) to make a track suitable for BMX / Mountain 
bikes.  (The Parish Council agreed to make enquiries of the owner of Poles 
Wood to see if this was a possible solution to the request.  If not, other solutions 
would be investigated by the Parish Council.)
2. 
Manitoba, School Road.  It was reported that low-loaders were now using the 
road and the road was not wide enough in many places to allow a car to pass one 
of these in the opposite direction without going off the road or backing up. (The 
Certificate of Lawfulness is already being considered by the Environmental 
Committee but it is difficult to understand the exact conditions or operation 
under which this was granted. Cllr K Parker (BBC member) had undertaken to 
find out the nature and scope of the business being carried at Manitoba at the 
last PC meeting, but unfortunately he was not available to attend this meeting to 
provide an update.)  
3. 
Mobile Phone masts on the Water Tower.  Although reassuring details of 

emissions from the BT mast have been received from BT a request for details of 

mobile phone mast emissions had also been requested from OFCOM.  Concern 

was expressed about the combined effect of the emissions from the Water Tower 

masts.  (The clerk agreed to submit another request to OFCOM to carry out a 

survey of emissions from the Water Tower masts.) 
4. 
Swan Pond.  Concern was expressed that the Swan Pond appears to be becoming 
overgrown and in the next year there will be no open water.  (The Parish Council 
is taking advice from a biodiversity expert who has advised that the reeds and 
other plants should not be cut back for a period of two years (i.e. until next year).  
He is due to inspect the site soon and any advice given will be acted upon.)
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