KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 10th October 2008 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr C James (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead, Cllr S Saunders
             Also in attendance 4 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr R North, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr J Wright
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr S Saunders

KH Community School 

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr C James

KH Community School

Personal (parent governor)

Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal


4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.03pm to allow for this item

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, brought some new information to the meeting regarding the planning application in 2005 for the current use of Manitoba, School Road. The clerk was asked to research PC records around this time. 
The issue of the lack of white lines and a “Road Narrows” warning sign in School Road was again raised. The clerk reported these had been reported to BBC Highways Dept but nothing has happened.  Cllr K Parker offered to take this up with BBC if the clerk copied the correspondence to him.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.14pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12th SEPTEMBER 2008 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 12th September were agreed and signed by the Chair. One comment was raised by Cllr Y Maguire about item 15 which stated that the West Essex Forum would be on the agenda for this meeting but was not. Cllr Y Maguire stated that the next meeting of the West Essex Forum will be held on 19 November 2008, which is after the next PC meeting, so anyone with any issues to be raised for discussion should forward them to her as soon as possible. 
6. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk updated members on a number of matters including:


a) Black Refuse sacks for 2008/09 have been ordered via Brentwood Borough Council.


b) RCCE have been invited to give a presentation on Affordable Rural Housing at the 
next PC meeting.


c) Agreement sought and agreed to arrange Environmental & Finance Committee 
meetings in November and agendas to included discussions on our budget requirements 
and precept for 2009/2010.

7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – The clerk reported that our contractor has now repainted all of the 
Play Area equipment and these items no longer feature in the weekly inspection reports. 
Comments are still being made regarding the paint on the surrounding fence.  Although 
this is galvanised and will not rust it does look untidy.  The clerk was asked to obtain 
estimates for the repainting of these.


J & S Garden Services have taken over responsibility for the grass and bark areas. One of 
the bark areas has been completely weeded and he is still working on the 
other.  The 
clerk reported that the contactor once this has been done, the contactor has been asked to 
give him an estimate for filling up the bark areas.  The recommended depth of the bark 
should be 300mm (12 inches) which would more or less bring the bark to the top of the 
pits.  It is believed that this would cost several hundred pounds (possibly approaching 
£1,000), but he is investigating whether this amount can be purchased unbagged, which 
will be cheaper. It was also suggested that as BBC are likely to use large quantities of 
bark chips it may be worth contacting them to see if we can get it cheaper from them.
8. ENVIRONMENT

a)  Memorial Seat for Dave Smith.  The clerk reported that he had searched the internet 
for a supplier for a bench seat.  Having examined several options, he had found a factory/ 
supplier who imports the timber, builds the seats and supplies other retailers and garden 
centres.  The price is very competitive and he has therefore ordered a teak bench from 
them.  Details were supplied to members. Our contactor will remove the old rotten seat 
and the concrete base and re-lay a new concrete base to secure the new bench. 

b) Youth Facilities. The working party set up to look at youth facilities has yet to meet.

c) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – BBC Cllr K Parker informed the meeting that plans 
had now been submitted to BBC.
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at 13/9/08


£16,700.42

(plus income since last meeting


+ £26,406.00)

(less cheques issued following last meeting
-  £5,918.41)





     (Estimated balance at 10/10/08 = £37,188.01)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account




£39,068.73

(Includes £312.18 interest received 2/6/08 to 7/9/08)

 Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Ella Cabs
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	TS Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	ACR Chambers
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	BBC
	2nd Half Grant & Precept
	26,196.00

	
	Total
	26,406.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	Nil

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	JE Dobre
	V News Editor & Correspondent 
	100.00

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire charge (10/10)
	24.15

	Ken Roast
	Litter Clearing Swan Pond (Qtr)
	80.00

	J & S Garden Services 
	Play Area maintenance
	130.00

	Furniture Outdoors
	Purchase of Teak Bench Seat
	260.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mow Eagle Field (Play Space) (x 2)
	79.31

	The Post Office
	100 x 2nd Class Stamps
	27.00

	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	September Invoice
	192.00

	RD Potter (Oddjobbers)
	Play Area Paint
	12.99

	D Munro
	Salary (October)
	962.35

	HM Revenue & Customs
	Tax & NI (October)
	450.24

	
	Total
	2,318.04


b)
To approve payment of invoices received.  Payment of invoices and accounts as detailed above was approved unanimously.
c)
To consider Grant Application from Village Hall Trustees 


This was pre-circulated but the Village Hall Tustees have subsequently withdrawn the 
application (also circulated). After further consultation it was felt that the Energy 
Assessment prompted by the local authority was unnecessary.
      d)  Estimates for drainage around the Mobilus in Play Area. 


As reported at the last meeting, the clerk has been in touch with 4 contractors 
regarding the surface and drainage around the Mobilus equipment in the Play Area.. 2 
companies have responded to say that the job is too small for them, but I have pre-
circulated estimates from the other 2 other companies.  It was proposed by Cllr C James 
to award the work to J & S Garden Services who were considerably cheaper than the 
other company.  This was seconded by Cllr D Loten and approved unanimously by 
members. 

e)  Meeting with BBC to discuss request for information following 22 Nov 2005 email to 
BBC re: recreation provision – The clerk reported that several attempts at finding a 
mutually convenient date had been investigated, but nothing had proved suitable to date.  
It was expected to arrange a date after 22nd October 2008 when the primary BBC officer 
returns from leave.
f)   Senior’s Christmas Lunch – This will be held in the Village Hall on Sunday 14th 
December 2008.  Although the clerk already has 139 names on the list from last year 
including several new additions, he was asked to check the electoral role.  Invites will be 
sent out by the clerk before 14th November 2008 for reply by 28th November 2008.  
Tickets for the lunch will only be issued upon response to the clerk.  Admission to the 
lunch will be strictly by production of a ticket.  The clerk was asked to produce a 
laminated copy of the invitation letter on all our noticeboards.  A copy of the letter should 
also be reproduced in the Village News.  The clerk was also asked to write to local 
businesses to investigate the possibility of sponsorship or donation of raffle prizes.


Although £2000 had already been budgeted for this event Cllr M Pead proposed that this 
was increased to £2400 in view of the increased numbers expected to attend.  This was 
seconded by Cllr S Saunders and voted upon unanimously in favour by members.
 g)  To decide whether financial assistance for the churchyard is a grant or an expense – 
Following last month’s decision to provide £1,800 financial assistance to the maintenance 
of the churchyard, for which the church completed a grant application form, there was 
some discussion about whether this was a grant or an expense that the PC should budget 
for.  It was agreed that this was an expense that should be budgeted for and recorded in 
our accounts under LGA 1972 Section 214 (6).  The Parish Council have the power to 
contribute towards the expenses incurred by any other person in providing or maintaining 
a cemetery.  In future, therefore, we do not require a Grant Application form filled in, but 
the PC will require a similar, adequate explanation of finances. Proposed by Cllr S 
Saunders, seconded by Cllr M Pead and voted in favour by all members present, except 
Cllr C Jardine who abstained from voting. 

During discussions Cllr C Jardine mentioned that the number of plots in the cemetery 
available for burial were now as few as 14.  It was agreed that this is a matter for concern 
that should be put on the agenda for discussion at the next PC meeting.  The clerk was 
asked to investigate what happened to our approach in 2005/06 to Michael Parrish the 
adjoining landowner about the acquisition of further space. 
10.
VILLAGE HALL 

A response to the NALC advice and questions raised on the proposed contract with the 
Village Hall Charitable Trust for the hire of Poor’s Field, a reply has been complied by 
the PC and sent to NALC on 4th October 2008.  We are currently awaiting their response 
and further advice.

11.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - No representative yet appointed.
b) Community Primary School –  No meeting 
c) BBPCA – No meeting
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – No meeting
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  There has been no further meeting since last month, but BBC member, Cllr K Parker advised that money had been allocated for this year, with a reserve for contingencies, and everything seemed to be working well. 
12.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Pead had nothing to report but suggested that a budget provision should be 
made in the 2009/10 budget calculations for work to be carried out on public 
footpaths.  This will be considered by the Environmental Committee. 
13. PUBLICITY
a) Village News –  Cllr C James advised the meeting that he had received some proposals from the Editor regarding the review of the Village News format:

i) It was suggested that the covers of the magazine should be in different colours each month to make each edition look different.
ii)   It was also suggested that some photographs should be incorporated in the 
magazine.

iii)  Quarter page adverts should also be considered to encourage smaller businesses 
to take out advertisements at a lower cost.

These proposals were given unanimous approval and it was suggested that they might be implemented from the December/January edition with a Christmas theme/colouring on the front cover.

b) Website – nothing to report     
14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

Cllr Y Maguire asked that the issue of publicising set hours when the clerk would be available should be considered.

The clerk was asked to produce a new rota for completion of the Parish Pump article.

The clerk was asked to arrange for repair work to be undertaken on the Church Road sign by the church, the Ongar Road sign facing Blackmore Road, and the other sign at that corner to be straightened out.

Cllr M Coombs asked if the dates of PC meetings could be placed on the agenda for review.
15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:
	27/08/2008
	BRW/799/2008
	88 Glovers Field, KH, CM15 0BD
	Two Air Conditioning Units to Rear of Property
	We are concerned about the visual impact upon the occupants of neighbouring properties. In addition, whilst we have little expertise of noise levels, we are concerned about the impact of two machines. 

	05/09/2008
	BRW/819/2008
	29 Kelvedon Green, KH
	Single Storey Front Extension
	No Objection

	16/09/2008
	BRW/816/2008
	Holly Lodge, Mill Lane, KH CM15 0AH
	Conversion of existing double garage to habitable accommodation together with formation of new pitched roof
	No Objection


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.30 pm to allow for the above item.


It was reported that a commuter bus service, to run from Stondon Massey and 
surrounding villages to Shenfield Station (roughly along the 261 route) is being 
canvassed and that residents of Kelvedon Hatch might be interested in this.


The clerk was asked to look at the Village Noticeboards regularly and remove out of date 
or inappropriate notices.
The public session ended at 9.32pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 14th November 2008 in the Fane Hall, Church Road at 8.00pm.
There will also be a meeting of the Environmental Committee on Wednesday 5th November 2008 at 8.00pm in the Committee Room at the Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.

PART 2
Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading.
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