KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 9th October 2009 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr M Coombs, Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr Y Maguire and Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 4 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received and accepted from Cllr D Loten and Cllr S Saunders.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


Cllr C Jardine

St Nicholas Church

Personal


Cllr M Coombs

KH Community School

Personal (LEA governor)

4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.05pm to allow for this item

BBC member, Cllr K Parker updated the meeting on the situation regarding local traveller’s sites.
A question was received from a member of the public regarding dog fouling nuisance in Poors Field.  It was agreed to make enquiries of Blackmore and Doddinghurst PCs to see how they went about creating their bylaws and how they are enforced.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.20pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 11th SEPTEMBER 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 11th September 2009 were agreed by members and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

The clerk updated members on a number of items arising since the last meeting.

Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the Agenda.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

i) The clerk reported that new handles have been fitted to the Mobilus and new 
grassmats have been laid.  In total, only 24 sq meters of grassmats were required, but the 
edges need to bed in.  J & S Garden Services have been asked to sow grass seed over the 
new area.  BBC will be asked to remove the chains and padlocks when this has been 
carried out.


ii)  It was reported to the clerk by BBC that one of the padlocks on the Play Area litter 
bins was missing.  BBC had temporarily fixed it with a nut and bolt so that the top was 
secure.  The clerk reported that he had purchased and fitted a new Fire Brigade padlock.


iii) BBC have also informed the clerk that some of the rubber matting tiles around the 
Roundabout are lifting.  Whilst PlayQuip were installing the Mobilus equipment they 
have been asked to look at this and give us a quote.  (PlayQuip were the company 
that we used last year to do a similar job on the rubber matting tiles at the swings.)  
8.
ENVIRONMENT

a) Swan Lane reinstatement.  The clerk reported that he had again been in touch with 
Anglian Water regarding an additional concrete bollard, this time by email through their 
website and his enquiry had been acknowledged with the promise of a reply within 5 
working days (by 9/10/09). 


Cllr Chris James has advised that PW Keane are in agreement to set up an account for 
sand and ballast, as required, to install the wooden posts around the new grass area.


b) Swan Pond Biodiversity Restoration – funding application.  Following our last 
meeting the clerk had written to Brian Keane at BBC to establish ownership of Swan 
Pond.  The clerk had also written to Rebecca Banks to keep her in the picture regarding 
this and informing her that we wish to make an application to the CIF fund, (in case our 
Lottery Funding Application fails) and asking for her assistance in using the information 
already obtained to complete the CIF form.  The clerk advised that shortly before our 
meeting that a reply had been received from BBC advising that they own the pond.  The 
new situation was discussed at some length, without conclusion.

c)  Affordable Local Housing Survey – There was nothing further to report. 


d) Relocation of Doctors Surgery – It was reported that when plans are received by BBC 
it is likely that they will be referred straight to the Planning Committee as the 
development is in the Green Belt area.  It is expected that this will be before the end of 
the year.
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 11/9/09

  
£10,194.05

(plus income since last meeting



+      £26,849.50)

(less cheques issued following last meeting

-         £5,528.45)





     (Estimated balance at 9/10/09 = £31,515.10)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,286.68


(includes £3.03 interest received for period 8/6/09 – 6/9/09)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	TS Williams
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	IF Harcourt
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Berts Butchers (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	John C Leigh (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Village Taxis
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	L J Brooks (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Cloverfields (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Bentley Golf Club
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	PW Dupen (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	AA Carpets (new)
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	Brentwood Borough Council
	2nd Half Precept & Grant
	25,904.50

	
	Total
	26,849.50

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	
	Total
	nil

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	D Munro
	Reimbursement for FB Padlock
	12.95

	K Roast
	Litter picking Swan Pond 
	70.00

	KH Village Hall
	Hire of Poors Field & Play Area
	5,387.00

	K J Saunders
	Litter Picking 
	346.50

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & Village Correspondent
	100.00

	KH Parochial Church Council
	Assistance with Burial Ground & V News delivery costs
	2,100

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance (Sept) & Cutting back hedges
	755.00

	D Munro
	October Salary & arrears 
	1,081.47

	HMRC
	October Tax & NI
	518.52

	
	Total
	10,371.44



b) To consider and approve nationally agreed 1% pay increase for Clerks.


The clerk reported that details had recently been received regarding a 1% pay increase for 
clerks from 1/4/09. This was discussed and acceptance of the new rate was proposed by 
Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr C James and voted for by members unanimously in 
favour.

c)  To consider application for financial assistance for the upkeep of St Nicholas’
Churchyard.  An application for this is received annually and provision for it was made in 
our budget setting for 2009/10.  The amount requested for this was £1,800.  Cllr C Ewens 
proposed that payment of this amount should be made.  This was seconded by Cllr J 
Wright and with the exception of Cllr C Jardine who abstained because of his personal 
interest, members voted unanimously in favour.  In addition to this, at our July meeting, 
item 9c of the minutes, it was agreed to pay an extra £300 to the church, by way of a 
donation for the delivery of the Village News by church volunteers.


d)  To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.  Cllr R North 
proposed that payments as detailed should be made.  This was seconded by Cllr Y 
Maguire and voted for by members unanimously in favour.

e)  Notice of Completion of Audit for 2007/2008.  The clerk reported that the Audit for 
2007/08 has now been completed and a Notice of Completion of Audit has been posted 
on the noticeboard at the post office.  The notice will remain on display for 14 days.   
Two comments were made by the Auditor, the first being that there was insufficient 
evidence that a Notice of Completion of Audit for 2006/2007 had been displayed. The 
second was that there was insufficient evidence that a formal, annual risk assessment is 
being carried out by the PC. This refers not only to financial risk.  The clerk advised that 
he will incorporate this into the agenda for a future PC meeting.


f) Procedure for filling Councillor Vacancy.  The clerk reported that he had posted a 
Notice of Vacancy on all noticeboards. The Notice of Vacancy will remain on display 
until 20th October 2009.  If, in that time, at least 10 electors request an election, an 
election will have to be held.  If an election is not requested the vacancy can be filled by 
co-option.

g) To arrange meetings to discuss and set Budgets and Precept for 2010/2011.  This will 
be put on the agenda for the Environmental Committee meeting on 5th November 2009.  
It was proposed that a Finance Committee meeting should be arranged for the end of 
November/ early December to decide the remainder of the budget headings and overall 
budget for recommendation to the full PC meeting on Friday 8th January 2010.


h)  Seniors Christmas Lunch 2009.  The Village Hall and the Caterers have been booked 
for Sunday 13th December 2009.  Last year we put an article in the November Village 
News and put up posters in mid October.  An updated version of this article/poster had 
been prepared by the clerk and it was agreed that this should be put in this year’s 
November Village News and posters put up again in mid October.  It was agreed that 
invitation letters should be sent out on 23rd October this year.  As there was some concern 
about the reliability of post deliveries because of the threatened postal strike many 
members offered to hand deliver these.  It was agreed that members of the Community 
Relations working party would meet informally to discuss further arrangements.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - Nothing to report

b) Community Primary School –  It was reported that there had recently been a welcome new intake of pupils.  
c) BBPCA – It was reported that there had been a meeting on 28th September 2009 and that volunteers from councillors and clerks had been asked for to take part in the judging panel for CIF applications.  The clerk’s name had been put forward for consideration. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  The next meeting is 10th October 2009.
e)   Highways Localism Initiative -  There had been a meeting recently but nothing to report 
in relation to this parish.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Coombs reported he had carried out a survey of about 70% of the footpaths in the 
parish and that a report will be produced when this is complete.  Concern was expressed 
that much of the work that required to be done appeared to be down to the landowners.

 12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   nothing to report.

 b)  Website –  It was reported that our website had won the 1st prize of £600 to be spent on a 
laptop computer or other IT resource for the best parish council website in Essex.  A 
decision on how to spend the money will be taken when it is received.

13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
The clerk was asked to enquire whether it was possible to have a dog waste bin located at the entrance to Bridleway 1 (School Road, opposite Mill Lane), as bags containing dog waste seem to be dumped regularly at this location.

It was reported that there had recently been several days of a noxious smell around the village coming from local farm land.  The clerk was asked to enquire of BBC what could be done about this.
14.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	TPO/BRW/83/2009
	21 Glovers Field, KH, CM15 0BA
	Fell and replace 2 Oak Trees
	


No response has yet been sent to BBC.
Cllr C Jardine, Chairman of the Planning Committee also reported that the two recent applications from Groveside, School Road had been referred to the Borough Planning Committee.  Members confirmed that our previous objections to the applications still stand.
15. PUBLIC SESSION
The meeting was suspended at 10.00 pm to allow for the above item.

A member of the public enquired whether the local police were invited to the Parish Council Meetings.  The clerk confirmed that our local Community Police Officers were invited but they were often unable to attend. 
The public session ended at 10.05pm
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 13th November 2009 at 8.00pm at the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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