KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday 13th October 2011 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr M Coombs, Cllr C James, Cllr D Jobbins, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr R North, Cllr S Saunders, Cllr S Stephenson, Cllr J Woodhouse and Cllr J Wright.
             Also in attendance 5 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr D Loten and Cllr D Stacey. 
3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS 

INTERESTS 

Cllr C James

K H Community School

Personal (parent governor)
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.02pm to allow for this item

Cllr A Naylor, ECC member, informed the meeting that ECC were anticipating a 28% budget cut.

Cllr K Parker, BBC member, updated members on discussions at the Highways and Localism Panel regarding budget setting.  He also advised that travellers at Blackmore were being served eviction notices and they will probably appeal against these.
Brian Smith reported that flooding of the School Road outside Manitoba had recently occurred because of blocked gullys.  The clerk undertook to report this to the Highways Office.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.15pm
5.
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8th SEPTEMBER 
2011 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 8th September 2011 were agreed and signed by the Chair.

6.
CLERKS REPORT

The clerk reported that: 


i) The full judge’s feedback for the village from the Best Kept Village Competition 
had been received and circulated to members.  A copy of this has also been sent to the 
editor for publication in this month’s Village News. Members raised queries about 
inconsistencies in marking between last year’s and this year’s results.  The clerk was 
asked to take this up with Nick Shuttleworth, RCCE.

ii)  The letters sent to Nisa Stores and The Post Office Village Stores about carrying out a 
litter patrol outside their shops had been followed up by the clerk.  Both have said that 
they will do what they can.


iii)  In last month’s Village News, Cllr S Saunders included a piece in the Parish Pump 
article asking for volunteers for litter picking to contact the clerk.


No volunteers have come forward.


iv)  Petition forms against the proposed closure of the Mill Lane Civic Amenity Site have 
been collected from our local shops and pubs.  313 signatures were collected.  The 
forms have been passed on to Ongar Town Council offices.


v)  Marcus Hawkins of J & S Garden Services had been contacted regarding the apple 
trees in Eagle Field.  These were mentioned by David Jobbins at the last PC meeting.  
There are 10 apple trees inside the picnic area and 4 larger ones outside.  No records can 
be found of these trees ever being pruned or cut back.  Although a full quote is awaited 
from him for pruning back these trees, but he has given a rough estimate of around £700 
for pruning back the 10 trees inside the picnic area.  The clerk was asked to obtain 
another 2 quotes for this work for consideration at the next meeting.

Other items arising are mentioned at other parts of the agenda. 

7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

a) Play Area Update.  – 

The clerk reported that no items were outstanding although a comment has been made by 
our weekly BBC inspector saying that the paintwork on the Hex Swing is showing slight 
signs of corrosion.  This will be assessed by the clerk and Cllr C James.
8.
ENVIRONMENT

a) Youth Recreational Facilities and Kick Wall.  There was no further update on Mr 
Parrish’s plans. The clerk reported that our application to the Big Society Fund to assist 
with the funding of the Kick Wall had been successful and a grant of £875.00 had been 
approved.  The Kick Wall had been erected and an invoice for £1750.00 + VAT has been 
received from MJS Construction.  Cllr S Saunders expressed concern over the choice of 
material for the wall and whether this was the option that would cause least noise.  He 
also expressed some reservations about whether the parish council was entitled to claim 
back the whole of the VAT.  The clerk was asked to seek advice on the VAT situation.


b) Swan Pond update. The clerk reported that J & S Garden Services had trimmed back 
the bushes and vegetation around the pond and removed half a broken tree.  It was agreed 
that sometime soon it will be necessary to get into the pond to tidy up the vegetation on 
the island and remove some of the reeds that have grown back.  Cllr C James advised that 
he could borrow some waders and would let members know when he intends to do this so 
that others may assist.
c)  War Memorial.  It was reported that renovation work at the site is now complete. The parish council wished to record their thanks to Martin Sullivan of MJS Construction, Steve Howe, Martin Riddle, P W Keene, Chris James, the owner of Thatch Cottage, Kath Honeyman, Barry Fox, Rob Honeyman of Alan’s DIY and Keith and Ann at the Post Office Stores for their contributions to the project.

d) Memorial Garden in the Churchyard.  Cllr R North reported that he had spoken to Revd Mark James and that the item was discussed at the recent PCC meeting. This year the PCC will be asking the parish council for £1,800 towards the maintenance of the churchyard.  Members queried whether this represented value for money.  Although we pay for the churchyard to be maintained we have no control over it.  Cllr R North undertook to talk to the PCC to see if it was acceptable to get an independent quote for maintenance.

e) Parking in School Road.  – The clerk reported that he had written to ECC, Highways 
Office requesting yellow lines to be extended to include the junction.  Their response was 
that this should be referred in the first instance to our Highways Panel representative.  
However, they have pointed out that all funds for schemes in the current financial year 
have been allocated.  Cllr Y Maguire who is our parish council representative on the 
panel has asked Cllr K Parker who is our borough representative on the panel to take this 
up for us.  Cllr K Parker advised that he had been unable to progress this with the 
Highways Panel, as yet.

f) Planting of additional Daffodil bulbs. . The clerk advised that Kim Saunders will be 
planting additional daffodil bulbs as requested earlier in the year, including the stretch 
from Church Road to the White Gate on the Ongar Road (along the side of the 
churchyard), but she has also suggested some extra bulbs at the Village Sign, in front of 
Swan Pond (opposite the Shepherd) and at the Stocks.  Members were unanimously in 
favour of this.


g)  Use of the Village Hall exit door.  It was reported at the last meeting that some clubs 
were still using the fire exit door instead of the new main entrance. It would appear that it 
is the Dance Class and the Pre-School Group that use this door.  The Village Hall 
Trustees have talked to all groups and asked them to refrain from using it after 7.00pm.  
The Trustees were also looking at some sort of soft closing mechanism.  Discussions will 
continue at the Village Hall Committee. 

9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a) Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at last meeting 8/9/11

£19,983.55


(plus income since last meeting



+           £23,613.62)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-         
£  3,517.71)


(less cheques issued in between meetings

-
£         7.68)




             (Estimated balance at 13/10/11  =          £40,071.78)

              Business Base Rate Tracker Account


             £24,310.92

             (includes £3.03 interest received 6/6 – 4/9)

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	J A Brindley
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	L E Davey 
	Village News Advert (new)
	30.00

	Adam & Greenwood
	Village News Advert
	150.00

	Bennetts Funeral Directors
	Village News Advert
	250.00

	Platinum Hair & Beauty
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	C Eaton
	Village News Advert (new)
	125.00

	Mews Cottage Mowers
	Village News Advert
	75.00

	Brentwood Borough Council (BACS)
	2nd half Precept & Grant
	22833.62

	
	Total
	23613.62

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	Brunwin Engraving
	Engraving Best Garden Competition trophies
	7.68

	
	Total
	7.68

	
	
	

	Cheques prepared for this month’s expenditure
	
	

	D Munro (re-imbursement)
	Engraved Brass Plaque for memorial bench
	27.00

	J E Dobre
	Village News editor & Village Correspondent (plus postage stamps)
	109.28

	The Post Office
	100 x 2nd Class Stamps
	36.00

	MJS Construction (Essex) Ltd
	Installation of Kick Wall
	2100.00

	Evergreen Assessments Ltd
	Litter Picking 
	306.00

	D Munro
	October salary
	818.25

	HMRC
	October Tax & NI
	326.46

	
	Total
	3722.99



b) Application from KHPCC to assist with the cost of maintaining Churchyard.  This item already discussed at item 8(d).  Decision to be deferred until further enquiries have been completed.

c) To consider and approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared.

Payment of invoices and cheques prepared as listed above was proposed by Cllr R North, seconded by Cllr J Wright and approved unanimously by members.  Signatories were instructed by the Chair to sign the cheques.


d) Parish Council Funding arrangements from 2012/13. Cllr R North updated members on the letter which had been sent to Adrian Tidbury setting out our expenditure and an assessment of the double taxation element. It was pointed out by Cllr Y Maguire that the draft Partnership Agreement required one member of each parish council to be appointed to the Parish Council Liaison Committee to discuss future plans for the development of the Brentwood Borough partnership with Parish Councils. Cllr S Saunders agreed to represent the parish council on this committee.


e)  Introduction of a Merit Award scheme.  This was discussed at the last meeting but many details remained unresolved, e.g. nomination procedure, how the winner would be decided, the name of the award. It was decided that Community Relations Working Party would meet to discuss these issues.

f)  Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch.  The clerk advised that letters had been sent out to local businesses to try to obtain sponsorship. Invitation letters have also been prepared for 125 Senior Citizen’s households that we know of.  As in previous years, it was agreed that these would be hand delivered by councillors to save postage costs.  The clerk also advised that he had prepared an article for this month’s Village News which duplicates the letter.  This has proven to be a successful way of picking up newcomers to the village. Posters will also be put up on noticeboards. A further meeting of the Community Relations Working Party will also be arranged.

g)  Insurance.  In order to ensure that the parish council is getting the best possible deal on our insurance cover Cllr S Saunders asked the clerk to make further enquiries with other insurance companies.
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - Nothing further to report. 
b) Community Primary School –  At a meeting last week it was reported that the recent Monster Ball had raised £700.  
c) BBPCA –  No report. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No report. Next meeting 8th November 2011.
e) Highways Localism Initiative -  Nothing relating to the village to report.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Coombs reported that he and his volunteers continue to work on the local 
footpaths.
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   Nothing to report.    

 b)
Website – Nothing to report. 
13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Cllr Y Maguire updated members on some of the aspects of the William Hunter Way redevelopment plans.

Cllr J Wright enquired whether we should re-establish parish council meetings in July and December.  It was agreed that this should be carried forward to the next agenda.

Cllr J Woodhouse enquired whether the parish council should organise an event to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. It was agreed that this should be carried forward to the next agenda.

14.
PLANNING


Cllr R North updated the meeting on Planning Applications received and dealt with 
since last PC meeting:
	08/09/11
	11/00750/FUL
	Manitoba, School Road, KH, CM15 0DW
	Decommission of existing scaffolding yard and ancillary buildings and replacement with 2 no. new dwellings and associated works.
	See comments below

	27/09/11
	11/00783/FUL
	Rookwood, Blackmore Road, KH, CM15 0BJ
	Single Storey rear extension and new raised roof over the house including dormers to provide first floor accommodation.
	Response still under consideration

	08/10/11
	11/00926/FUL
	23 Stocks Lane,KH, CM15 0BL
	Demolition of Bungalow and construction of a four bedroom replacement dwelling.
	Response still under consideration


11/00750/FUL – Manitoba ,School Road, CM15 0DW:

The Kelvedon Hatch Parish Council is strongly in favour of the proposed development at Manitoba, School Road, application Number 11/00750/FUL. The proposal is to decommission the existing Scaffolding yard and replace it and the associated buildings with two residences. The whole proposal is sensitive to the rural nature of the plot and surroundings. Much care has been taken of the tree population with a full professional analysis having been made. The plot is large and therefore the favoured proposal is for two substantial five-bedroom residences. The alternative is to allow this Green Belt development to retain “lawful” certification as a heavy industrial yard. The Parish Council has always argued that this was an error to allow in the first place, as a totally inappropriate development in a Green Belt situation. Over the years this inappropriate development has accrued a reputation, both as a scaffold yard and in its previous manifestation as a heavy plant hire business, as a blight upon our village. Much to the chagrin of the Parish Council and to our ward Borough Councillors we have had to put up with many complaints about the noise and other problems associated with both activities. A big number of complaints have been about the safety aspects of the very large vehicles used by both activities travelling along the school road with our children being delivered and taken from the school. Again, with such large vehicles in this narrow winding road many complaints have been from other motorist being forced off the carriage ways and on to the verges or the lorries themselves cutting up the grass and damaging the road edges producing many water filled potholes. This development represents an opportunity to return the area to much needed rurality and must not be missed. It will be a large and significant planning gain.
     15.  PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.55 pm to allow for the above item.


There were no further questions or comments from members of the public. 

The public session ended at 9.55pm
      16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 10th November 2011 at 
8.00pm in the Committee Room at the Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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