KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 14th September 2007 at 8.00 pm.

1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr. C. Jardine (Chairman), Cllr. C. James (Vice Chair), Cllr. C. Brown, Cllr. B Ewens, 

Cllr. C. Ewens, Cllr. D. Hardy, Cllr. Y. Maguire, Cllr. M. Pead,  Cllr. S. Saunders.
             Also in attendance 10 members of the public and D. Munro, the Parish Clerk
PART 1

Items, which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public present at the meeting.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr. A Davies, Cllr J Wright
As this was the first Parish Council meeting since the sad death of Dave Smith who had 
served the Parish Council for many years as a Councillor and ViceChair, involved with 
the Village Plan and more recently the Editor of the Village News, a minute’s silence was 
observed as a mark of respect.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the agenda: -

Cllr. S Saunders

KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. D. Hardy

Planning



Prejudicial

Village Hall



Personal
KH Community School


Personal

Cllr. C Jardine

St Nicholas Church


Personal
4.
REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.07pm to allow for the above items

Neither Cllr. Ann Naylor, ECC Member, Brentwood Rural nor Cllr Keith Parker, BBC member had anything to report to the meeting. A number of items were raised by members of the public.   

The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.15pm

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 27th July 2007 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 27th July 2007 were approved and signed by the Chair.
6. CLERKS REPORT
The Clerk updated members on a number of ongoing matters. 

7. RISK MANAGEMENT

a.
BT Mast.  The clerk reported that he had received a reply from BT to our 


original enquiry about emissions from the mast which indicated that these 


were well within safe guidelines. 


“ Health & Safety is at the very heart of BT’s ethos…….The site had a 


physical RF ground survey carried out in August 2003 and a desktop 


analysis of the site in January 2007. The site was ICNIRP compliant”…. 


(which is more stringent than the NRPB guidelines issued by the 



government)….” The ICNIRP  and HPA RDP (formerly NRPB) guideline 


for continuous exposure at any frequency that anybody at ground height 


would be exposed to from our installation at this location is many 



hundreds of times lower than the guideline levels.”

b. The RoSPA report had been discussed by the Environmental Committee.  Most of the major items have been addressed.  The tiles around the roundabout have been fixed, new litter bins have been installed and the broken rustic seat has been removed.
8. ENVIRONMENT
a. Report back from the Environmental Committee meeting on 6th September 2007.  The Chair of the Environmental Committee updated members on a number of issues. 
b. Basketball Net & Low Football Wall. The clerk reported that he had written to the Village Hall Trustees to see if they were prepared to entertain the idea of this facility in Poor’s Field and he had received a positive initial response. Further discussions of proposals will be taken forward with the Village Hall Trustees by those councilors already in discussion with them about outstanding issues. 
c. Parking on verges at rear of Swan Walk. This matter has been raised again. It was reported at the April PC meeting that ECC Highways had no objection to the Parish Council installing wooden posts to prevent parking on the verges provided they were of the same specification of those placed by the Highway Authority.  However, they have stated that these must be placed 1 meter away from the carriageway, which may not solve the problem.  The clerk was asked to query this with the Highways Authority and also investigate the possibility of Estuary Housing Association reinstating posts that were originally put there when the houses were built.
d. Residents putting out Refuse Sacks too early. In spite of the recent article in the village News asking residents not to put out waste sacks too early this is still happening.  Apart from making the village look untidy the sacks are often ripped open by foxes or cats resulting in litter being spread around the surrounding area. The clerk has been asked contact BBC to find out what their policy on this is.  
9. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
a.   Balances / Management of Accounts

Community Account balance as at 14/8


£3528.93
(Includes outgoings
£2315.55 since 14/7)

(and Income 

£30.00     since 14/7)

Business Base Rate Tracker Account



£47206.50

Transactions since last Meeting:
	 Income
	
	

	Matts Mini Bus (MD Swaine)
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Keith Ashton Estates
	Village News Advertisement
	300.00

	P C Hughes
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	Richard Bull Upholstery
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	A W Maintenance
	Village News Advertisement
	75.00

	
	Total
	600.00

	Expenditure
	
	

	D Munro
	August Salary
	581.77

	HMRC
	August Tax & NI
	238.62

	Brentwood Borough Council
	Mowing Play Area & Eagle Field
	358.54

	St Frances Hospice
	Donation in remembrance of Dave Smith
	50.00

	RD Potter (Odd Jobbers)
	Re-imbursement for petrol & post mix concrete
	25.60

	RD Potter (Odd Jobbers)
	Gardening, maintenance & repair work
	222.75

	Hoad Plumbing Ltd
	Refund for cancelled V News advertisement
	15.00

	Brunwin Engraving
	Engraving trophies for Best Kept Garden competition
	7.99

	Alans DIY
	Fence Life for RD Potter
	8.99

	D Munro (re-imbursement)
	Parish Council telephone calls (21/5 to 19/8)
	27.92

	Kelhatch Press
	Printing V News (Aug/Sept)
	264.00

	Brentwood Borough Parish Councils’ Association
	Annual Subscription
	30.00

	Fane Memorial Room
	Hire 14/9
	23.25

	R D Potter
	Gardening, maintenance & repair work
	68.00

	Kelvedon Hatch Art Club
	Grant
	100.00

	D Munro
	Sept Salary
	581.77

	HMRC
	Sept Tax & NI
	238.62

	C Jardine
	Mileage (3 attendees to/from Gt Dunmow – training course)
	15.60

	
	Total
	2858.42

	
	
	


b.
Payments and payment of invoices received as detailed above was approved.


i)  At the Environmental Committee Meeting it was resolved to make a donation of £50.00 to St Frances Hospice in memory of Dave Smith. This was approved unanimously by the full Parish Council.


ii) Along with the renewal subscription of £30.00 to the Brentwood Borough Parish Councils’ Association (BBPCA), it had been pointed out that we only had one representative appointed to attend the BBPCA’s meetings whereas most councils had appointed two.  As our second representative Cllr S Saunders was proposed by Cllr C James, seconded by Cllr Y Maguire and approved unanimously.
c. i) A Grant Application had been received from Kelvedon Hatch Art Club.  Cllr C Jardine proposed that a grant of £100.00 be made, seconded by Cllr C James and approved unanimously.


ii) A request for assistance in transporting a piano to the Fane Hall had been 
received.  (Cllr. C Jardine having declared an interest in St Nicholas Church left 
the meeting for this item. Vice-Chair Cllr. C James took over as Chair for this 
item.) Cllr C James volunteered to undertake this with the assistance of 
volunteers from members and others at no cost to the council.

d. The clerk reported that 3 enquiries had been received for the joint post of Village News Editor and Village Correspondent but just one application had been received.  It was agreed that the Chair and the clerk should make arrangements to interview the applicant and if suitable to appoint that person.  Remuneration for the post was also discussed and as this had not been reviewed since 2004 it was agreed to increase the fee for the Village News Editor to £70.00 per edition and the fee for the Village Correspondent to £30.00 per month. Proposed by Cllr C Jardine, seconded by Cllr C James and approved unanimously.

e. Finance Committee.  A summary or timetable of finance activity throughout the year had been circulated by the clerk.  It was agreed that full Finance Committee meetings should be held in October, March and July of each year. 
    10.   REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a. Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - nothing to report.

b. Community Primary School – nothing to report.
c. BBPCA – Minutes of the last meeting are in circulation to members.
d. BLSP – No meeting.
e. Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association – nothing to report.
    11.
 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME
It was reported that Cllr M Pead and Cllr B Ewens will be walking the footpaths of the village in the next month and will report back to the next meeting.  The  Parish Council wished to record their thanks to Margaret Suffield who has for many years organised the monthly footpath walks in the parish.  The clerk was also asked to send a letter of thanks on behalf of the Parish Council. 
   12.
VILLAGE HALL
The Working Party appointed to consider the issues with the Village Hall Trustees reported that they had had a couple of informal meetings with the trustees and that significant headway had been made towards establishing a solution to this dispute.  They hoped to be in a position to present proposals to members at the next PC meeting.       
   13.
PUBLICITY
a. Village News –  The Parish Council wished to extend their thanks and appreciation to Sally Smith for continuing with production of the October edition in very difficult times.  With the anticipated appointment of a new editor the Chairman asked that future Village Pump articles were submitted to him for approval before publication. 
b. Website – Nothing new to report.     
   14.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

        a.  It was reported that the Community Relations Committee had met informally to 
have preliminary discussions about the arrangements for this year’s Senior’s 
Christmas Lunch. 

        b.  Cllr M Pead brought to the attention of members a wallet sized card produced by 
our local Community Police Team which gave useful contact numbers.  If 
enough of these could be obtained it was suggested that they might be distributed 
to every household along with the Village News.  
  15.
PLANNING

Planning applications received since the last Parish Council Meeting including those dealt with by the clerk under delegated powers:
	27/07/2007
	BRW/714/2007
	Kelvedon Hatch Football Club, New Hall, School Road
	Single Storey Side and Rear Extensions
	No objection

	03/08/2007
	BRW/731/2007
	Hatch Farm, Ongar Road, KH
	Retention of Front Boundary Wall, Picket Fence at the Rear, Patio at the Side and Steps at the Front and Side together with Alterations to the Surface of the Drive.
	We note that the application does not include the black panels that were added to the existing wrought iron double gates and to the new wrought iron pedestrian gate. The pedestrian gate was previously of wooden construction and lower in height. Bearing in mind that the adjacent Roding Barn was refused permission to have tall “solid” gates within the last 2 years, we feel that it is inconsistent to allow solid gates for this property. Overall, the raising of the height of the wall and the infill of the gates, results in an unacceptable appearance in the street scene for an historic building situated in a village location. Accordingly, we object to the proposals unless, by condition, the pre-existing vehicle gates and the new wrought iron pedestrian gate have the panels removed.

	04/08/2007
	LB/BRW/33/2007
	Hatch Farm, Ongar Road, KH
	Internal Alterations and Renovations
	We have no objection to the proposals provided that the County Planner (Historic Buildings and Conservation) is completely satisfied and that his/her recommendations are followed.

	13/08/2007
	BRW/780/2007
	Longwoods, Blackmore Rd, KH
	1 Dormer Extension to the Front and extension of existing Dormer at the Rear (re-Application)
	No objection

	31/08/2007
	BRW/840/2007
	17 Luthers Close, KH
	Pitched roof to front porch (& rear extension (permitted development)
	No objection

	06/09/2007
	BRW/873/2007
	Groveside, School Rd, KH
	Creation of Wildlife Pond
	We have no objection to the proposed pond which relates to a property that is just outside the Kelvedon Hatch parish boundary


16.
PUBLIC SESSION

Meeting suspended at 9.38 pm to allow for the above item.


 Comments, further useful information and observations were made about some of 
the items that had been discussed on the agenda.
The public session ended at 10.00pm

17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 12th October in the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road at 8.00pm.
PART 2

Items which, in the opinion of the Parish Clerk, will be considered with the public excluded from the meeting.

       
There were no items for discussion under this heading
KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL
THESE NOTES DO NOT FORM PART OF THE MINUTES OF THE

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Informal notes taken at the Public Sessions at the Parish Council Meeting
held on 14th September 2007.

Items raised by members of the Public:

1. 
Coppice Camp – To assist in tracing of the owners of the Coppice Camp two 
telephone numbers were provided to the clerk.
2. 
It was reported that outside the senior’s bungalows at 17 – 19 Blackmore Rd. 
there are parking difficulties and would it be possible to have a lay-by put in. 
(This subject to be referred to the Environmental Committee to consider.)  
3. 
It was reported that after normal grass cutting, the grass around the planters was 
not always strimmed. (The clerk will follow this up.)
4.    
It was reported that the hedge at the junction of the Blackmore Rd and Ongar Rd. 
(Eagle Field side) needed trimming back. (The clerk will ask our contractor to 
trim back.)
5. 
Cllr K Parker advised the meeting in general terms about the conditions relating 
to a Certificate of Lawfulness.  If conditions appeared to have been breeched the 
Enforcement Officer should be asked to investigate if that business was operating 
within its licence.  Cllr Parker agreed to make enquiries at BBC in relation to the 
business being carried out at Manitoba, School Road. 
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