KELVEDON HATCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council
held on Friday 11th September 2009 at 8.00 pm.
1.
PRESENT
 
Cllr R North (Chair), Cllr B Ewens, Cllr C Ewens, Cllr C James, Cllr C Jardine, Cllr D Loten, Cllr Y Maguire, Cllr M Pead and Cllr S Saunders.
             Also in attendance 5 members of the public and D.Munro, the Parish Clerk
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received from Cllr M Coombs and Cllr J Wright.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & AMENDMENTS TO THE REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS 

The following declarations of interest were made pertaining to items on the 
agenda: -


None
4. REPORT FROM ECC MEMBER, BBC MEMBER & QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Meeting suspended at 8.03pm to allow for this item

ECC and BBC members had nothing to report.  There were no questions from members of the public.
The public session ended and the meeting resumed at 8.05pm
5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10th JULY 2009 
The minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2009 were agreed by members and signed by the Chair. 
6. CLERK’S REPORT

The clerk updated members on a number of items arising since the last meeting.

Other items to be reported on were raised in other parts of the Agenda.
7.
RISK MANAGEMENT

Play Area Update.  – 

This was discussed at the Environmental Committee meeting but the clerk updated 
members on developments. The Mobilus equipment suffered from vandalism on 31 
July/1 August. Quotes had been obtained from 2 contractors to repair the damage. (£515 
& £695) The incident has been reported to the Police and a crime book reference number 
has been obtained.  All details have also been submitted to our Insurance Company and 
they have given us authorisation to go ahead with the contractor who quoted for £515.  
Our excess on the policy is £125 however.


The same contractor (Playquip Leisure) has given us a cheaper quote for the grassmat 
surfacing (£35.00 per square meter) and is prepared to fill in rather than renew the whole 
area, and the Environmental Committee agreed to go ahead with this work with this 
contractor.
8.
ENVIRONMENT
a) Report from the Environmental Committee meeting on 3rd September 2009.  The Chair of the Environmental Committee updated the council on the main points arising at the meeting.

b) Swan Lane re-instatement.  Following the renewal of the sewerage main reinstatement work has been carried out. The clerk advised that he had been in contact with Anglian Water regarding another concrete bollard on the southern end (near the Fox Hatch walk through).  There is also a pleasant grass area now where there used to be rough waste land (south of the Fox Hatch walk through).  Vehicles are already churning this up and it was agreed at the Environmental Committee meeting to put wooden bollards up to protect this from vehicles.  

c) Swan Pond Biodiversity Restoration – funding application.  The clerk reported that he 
and Cllr. Mat Coombs had met with Rebecca Banks from Essex Biodiversity and Alan 
Shearing from Essex Wildlife Trust on 24th July 2009 to survey the pond and discuss the 
completion of the Lottery Funding Application.  The clerk had completed the financial 
part of the application and Rebecca and Alan were going to find appropriate words for 
the rest of the application.  Although not fully completed yet, a copy of the application 
form had been pre-circulated to members for comment. No comments were made about 
what had already been completed on the form, but it was felt that an application for 
funding from the Community Initiatives Fund should also be made, in case the Lottery 
Funding application failed. It was also reported that the clerk had discovered a letter 
from BBC dated 12 December 2003 in the archives stating that they owned the open 
space land south of Eagle Lane as well as Swan Pond. The clerk was asked to make 
enquiries to establish whether it should be the Parish Council or BBC making the 
application for funding the restoration of Swan Pond.

d) Affordable Local Housing survey. The Chair reported that he had been in contact with RCCE to discuss the problem of identifying a suitable site.  No brownfield sites had been identified only green belt sites.  RCCE will be talking to BBC Planning Officers to ascertain the Council’s policy on green belt sites.
e) Relocation of Doctor’s Surgery. – It was reported that plans are being submitted this month and that a decision will probably be made in November.
9.    FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

a)  Balances / Management of Accounts


Community Account balance as at 10/7/09

  
£15,394.70


(plus income since last meeting



+      £270.00)


(less cheques issued following last meeting

-     £3698.60)


(less cheque issued since last meeting


-     £1772.05)





     (Estimated balance at 11/9/09 = £10,194.05)


Business Base Rate Tracker Account


            £24,283.65

Transactions since last Meeting:

	Income
	
	

	Richard Bull Upholstery
	Village News Advertisement
	150.00

	Natural Health Works
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	L A Ketley
	Village News Advertisement
	15.00

	L A Ketley
	Village News Advertisement
	30.00

	KDH Fencing
	Village News Advertisement
	45.00

	
	Total
	270.00

	
	
	

	Expenditure since last meeting
	
	

	1st Justcall Ltd
	Luthers Close Posts & Rails
	1,772.05

	
	Total
	1,772.05

	
	
	

	Current month’s Expenditure
	
	

	D Munro
	August Salary
	1,017.39

	HMRC
	August Tax & NI 
	478.06

	KH Village Hall
	Hire of Committee Room
	282.24

	Kelhatch Press
	V News printing
	900.00

	Brunwin Engraving
	Engraving & New Trophy (garden competition)
	70.46

	K J Saunders
	Litter Clearing (July & August)
	463.50

	D Munro
	Telephone Calls (18/5 – 15/8)
	86.74

	J E Dobre
	V News Editor & Village Correspondent
	130.00

	D Munro
	Reimbursement for 2x Laser Printer Cartridges
	37.98

	D Munro
	Reimbursement for 16x wooden bollards 
	84.64

	D Munro
	Reimbursement for 8GB Memory Stick (for files back-up)
	17.99

	J & S Garden Services
	Play Area & War Memorial maintenance (July & August)
	425.00

	The Post Office
	100 x 1st Class Stamps
	39.00

	D Munro
	September Salary 
	1,017.39

	HMRC
	September Tax & NI
	478.06

	
	Total
	5,528.45


b)
To approve payment of invoices received and cheques prepared. Payment of invoices, 
accounts and cheques prepared as detailed above were approved unanimously. 
10.
REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a) Kelvedon Hatch Village Hall Charitable Trust  - Cllr C James reported that building work at the Village Hall had now been completed and that the fencing around the field had been well received by the majority of people.  Some members felt that as major contributors to the upkeep of the field that we should have been advised or consulted as to the extent of the fencing.  An exchange of views followed and Cllr C James withdrew from the meeting at 8.55pm.  Village Hall officials who were present as members of the public advised that the fence went up quickly to protect the land against travellers and to keep vehicles off the pitch.  The Parish Council had no representative on the Village Hall Committee at the time, so consultation would have been difficult.  It was agreed that work could be done to improve the visual impact of the fence and it was suggested that a Working Party could be set up to look at ways of doing this.  Cllr D Loten volunteered to represent the PC, along with Cllr C James.   
b) Community Primary School –  No report.  
c) BBPCA – It was reported that the Chairman of the BBPCA had met with the new Leader of the Council, Louise McKinlay and it was expected that the subject of the future of the discretionary grant would be discussed. Nothing has been reported as yet. 
d) Brentwood Bus & Rail Users Association –  No meeting
e)   Highways Localism Initiative -  There had been a meeting recently but nothing to report 
in relation to this parish.
11.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

Cllr M Pead reported she had inspected Footpath 3 (through Poles Wood) and that major 
work would be required to reinstate it.  She advised that a comprehensive survey of all 
footpaths and a report will be prepared in the near future. 
12.
PUBLICITY
 a)
Village News –   nothing to report.

 b)  Website –  nothing to report. 
 13.
INFORMATION ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Cllr M Pead announced that, with regret, she was having to resign from the Parish Council as her work and family commitments were such that she no longer had enough spare time to dedicate to parish council activities.  The Chair, Cllr R North and members thanked Cllr Pead for her valuable contribution and input to parish council activities over the past 2 years.
14.
PLANNING


Planning Applications received and dealt with since last PC meeting:
	BRW/416/2009
	Grove Side, School Road, KH, CM15 0DW
	Erection of Swimming Pool Building and Storage Room
	We object to any further development on this site which has been the subject of numerous and various applications over the last few years, the result of which is, or will become, something far removed from the small simple cottage that used to be sited nearer to the highway. We firmly believe that any further development would result in harm to the openness of the green belt and that the application should be refused. 

	BRW/417/2009
	Grove Side, School Road, KH, CM15 0DW
	Erection of Swimming Pool Building and Storage Room
	We object to any further development on this site which has been the subject of numerous and various applications over the last few years, the result of which is, or will become, something far removed from the small simple cottage that used to be sited nearer to the highway. We firmly believe that any further development would result in harm to the openness of the green belt and that the application should be refused. 

	TPO/BRW/51/2009
	47 Roding Drive, KH, CM15 0XA
	Crown Reduce by 1/3rd One Oak
	No objection provided that the Borough arboriculturalist approves and that his guidance is followed.

	BRW/441/2009
	Langford Bridge Farm,Ongar Road, KH CM15 0LB
	Change of use of Agricultural Building to Business Use (Class B1) on a Permanent Basis
	No Objections

	BRW/438/2009
	9 Kelvedon Green, KH CM15 0XG
	Single Storey Side Extension
	No Objections

	BRW/518/2009
	Greenways, School Road, KH, CM15 0DH
	4 No. Dwellings each with a detached garage building (Application for Approval of Appearance, Landscaping and Scale Reserved by Outline Planning Permission reference BRW/427/2006)
	We see this application as being very similar to the last  BRW352/09 the main changes being to the garages. Our comments in general still stand. We feel that the development is too large resulting in an overcrowded site and a detrimental effect on the visual amenity on the edge of the green belt. Potentially there could be 2 or more cars from each house together with visitors leaving or entering the site in addition to those already using the roadway.  There are currently traffic concerns in this area especially at school starting and finishing times, this can only aggravate the situation. There is also concern about the closeness of the development to the school and in particular dormer windows which overlook the nursery on the school site. In summary, we have grave concerns about the attempt to squeeze too much into this site and with regard to the dangerous situation that will arise with traffic emerging onto School Road, especially in the absence of good visibility, and with the likelihood of children crossing the access egress point when going to or from school. We object to the proposal.


     15.
PUBLIC SESSION

The meeting was suspended at 9.40 pm to allow for the above item.


The Parish Council were advised that the High Ropes project at the Secret Nuclear 
Bunker site was now open. 

The public session ended at 9.45pm
      16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Friday 9th October 2009 at 8.00pm 
at the Committee Room, Village Hall, School Road, Kelvedon Hatch.
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